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PREFACE TO PART I. 


When the lamented death of the late Augustus Pugin took place, 
two Parts only of the “ Second Series" of his Work, entitled “ -Examples 
of Gothic Architecture," were published ; but in his last Will, of which 
he appointed me an executor, in conjunction with Mr. James Morgan 
(an honour which, as his pupil, I trust ever duly to appreciate), he 
requested that the Volume might be completed by his Son, who had 
accompanied him in his last professional tour, for the purpose of making 
sketches in Somersetshire, during the Autumn of 1832. By the inde- 
fatigable exertions of the latter, accurate Sketches, geometrically drawn 
and measured, were taken of the Deanery and the Bishop's Palace, at 
Wells, the Abbot’s Kitchen, the Tribunal House, the George Inn, and the 
Abbot's Barn, Glastonbury ; which buildings were delineated in the 
Third and Fourth Parts, completing the “ Second Series but it was 
found expedient to omit Vicars' Close, Wells, of which also Sketches 
and Admeasurements had been taken, as the limits of that Volume 
would not admit of so great an addition of Plates as were necessary to 
elucidate that highly interesting building. Mr. Pugin intended 
giving it as an Appendix to that Work ; but was prevented from 
undertaking so desirable an addition, by various professional engage- 
ments, and other business, accumulating on his hands. Had the late 
Mr. Pugin been spared, a Third Volume would, ere this, have been 
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before the Public ; and, actuated by a desire to carry the intentions 
of the Author into execution, I was induced to communicate my 
wishes to his Son, who immediately allowed me to become the 
purchaser of his Sketches, which form the subjects delineated in the 
following Plates. I was anxious, also, to enlist the services of 
Mr. Willson, whose original design these valuable Works were, and 
whose Descriptive and Historical Notices of the several buildings con- 
tained in the two former Volumes, render them so much more inter- 
esting; but, at that time, from several severe family afflictions and 
illness, together with professional engagements, he had been prevented 
finishing the Second Volume, which he has only very lately been 
enabled to complete ; and he found himself precluded from granting 
me his able assistance, without laying aside the letterpress description 
of the “ Gothic Ornaments” now in hand. To this I could not con- 
scientiously assent, well knowing how anxious the Subscribers were for 
that portion of the Work, and how serious an injury it had already 
sustained by remaining in an incomplete state; and, accordingly, have 
been presumptuous enough to lay my own shoulder to the wheel, in 
order that so valuable an addition, as I knew these Plates would form 
to the library of the Architect and Amateur, should be made with as 
little delay as possible. 

How far my boldness may have conduced to success, must be 
left for a liberal public opinion to determine ; but should it be 
deemed that any additional interest has been given by the short 
Historical Account of the Building and the Description of the Plates, 
I claim no credit for originality, having contented myself with 
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carefully collecting all the information possible, and condensing it 
into the following pages ; and, to give additional interest, have added 
a Biographical Sketch of each Benefactor in the Notes. 

I have also been induced to give an Appendix, containing a table 
of the Statutes and Ordinances by which the body of the Vicars-Choral 
were governed, laid down by the founder, Bishop Ralph of Shrews- 
bury, and confirmed and enlarged by Bishop Beckington, which are 
partially in force to this day : also, translations of the Letters Patent 
granted by King Edward III., and of the original Deed of Gift, 
as confirmed by the two Chapters of the united sees of Bath and 
Wells ; but regret my limits would not allow me to transcribe the 
Statutes themselves and the New Charter granted by Queen Elizabeth. 
For these valuable documents I am indebted to the present venerable 
Bishop, the Right Reverend George Henry Law, LL.D., whose 
promptness in affording facilities to research by antiquarian authors 
has already formed the subject of several eulogies in works of a 
similar nature, and which, I trust, will be duly appreciated by the 
curious who may peruse the present Volume. 

I am greatly indebted to Mr. Thomas T. Bury, who has engraved 
the Plates, for the care and attention he has bestowed upon them ; 
and have little doubt but that these specimens of an art he has only 
lately been induced to follow', will bring him ostensibly before the 
notice of lovers of illustrated literature. I was induced to engage 
his services, on account of the intimate knowledge he possessed of 
Gothic forms, acquired by a long series of study under the late 
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Mr. Pugin. To Mr. G. B. Wollaston, who was lately my pupil, 
I feel myself also called upon to tender thanks for his exertions, 
and trust they may be the means of leading him on to the higher 
walks of Architectural Study. 

From my Subscribers and the Public I must crave the usual 
indulgence, so much and so often needed by authors for their first 
attempts in literary labours; and take a respectful leave; hoping 
soon again to address them in the two following portions of this 
Volume : but, that I might not be guilty of undue intrusion, in case 
of my success not being so complete as vanity might prompt me to 
imagine, and also for the convenience of such as, from old associa- 
tions alone, would wish to possess Illustrations of so “faire a place,” 
I have made this, the first of three Parts, a complete Work in itself. 

THOMAS LARKINS WALKER. 


106 Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, 
London, June 1836, 
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SECOND EDITION. 


In presenting this Volume, in its present complete state, before the 
public, I feel it to be a duty no less gratifying to, than incumbent 
on, me to tender my best thanks and most grateful acknowledgments 
for the kindness, liberality, and consideration shewn me, while 
engaged in an undertaking which, on the outset, I felt to be of 
no ordinary magnitude ; but which, cheered and encouraged by 
numerous subscribers and kind friends, I was enabled to accomplish 
with almost unusual punctuality. 

It would be egotistical in me, who have merely contented myself 
with treading in another’s footsteps, to ascribe all the patronage 
and support I have met with to individual merit or exertion; and, 
therefore, to the memory of my predecessor, as well ns to my 
coadjutors in these labours, I attribute a great share of my 
complete success. 

In the “ Preface to Part /.” I mentioned the names of those to 
whom I considered myself deeply indebted for their able assistance ; 
but to others, no less than to them, I feel myself called upon now 
to testify my gratitude. To the Rev. Richard Warner, rector of 
Great Chalfield ; Mr. Waldron, of Lipiat ; and Mr Loscombe, late 
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of Corsham, I am indebted for valuable contributions towards the 
historical elucidation of the Manor-House and Church at Great 
Chalfield, and the Altar-Tomb in Corsham Church ; and to Walter 
Long, Esq. M. P. of Rood Ashton and South Wraxhall, to Mr. 
Charles Edward Long, and Mr. Walter Long, of Preshaw, I also feel 
deeply grateful for the great assistance they severally afforded me 
in elucidating the history of South Wraxhall Manor-House. 

That the Gothic Style of Architecture is becoming daily more 
deservedly appreciated must be evident to every one, when it is 
remembered that, in the competition for the Houses of Parliament 
(the grandest undertaking which the Government of this country 
has ever had in hand since the revival of Gothic taste), the Gothic 
and Elizabethan were the only styles in which designs were 
received ; and that the choice fell on one in the former style — 
the production of Mr. Barry. That this mark of distinction was 
only due to that eminent architect, not only the voice of the pro- 
fession, but that, also, of the country, have since acknowledged ; 
and we have much cause of congratulation that the selection had 
been intrusted to men of taste. The same spirit shews itself in 
the present supply of church-room so extensively demanded ; and 
to no one, perhaps, more than to the present Bishop of London, 
are we indebted for the erection of so many structures in this 
style in his lordship’s own diocess — an example which has been 
universally followed in the provinces. 

In the “ Historical Account of the Manor- House of Great 
Chalfield,” I mentioned that “the” then “possessor, anxious to pre-” 
“ serve this truly venerable fabric, has intrusted the author with ” 
“the necessary repairs.’’ Such was then the case; but from pru- 


Digitized by Google 


PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


XI 


dential motives it was found expedient (after the roof and two 
exterior walls of the Guest Chamber had been taken down, in con- 
sequence of their threatening danger to the inmates,) to abandon 
those repairs — so far as regarded the restoration of the original 
design , and the late Sir Harry Burrard Neale, anxious to consult the 
comforts of a worthy tenant, consented to cut the noble Banqueting 
Hall into two heights, in order to supply bedrooms above, and kitchen, 
&c. below HI* Thus, the interior symmetry of the Hall is totally 
destroyed, the Screen removed, and the North Frontage disfigured by 
the insertion of modern windows under the original ones of the Hall ; 
and the armed knight, which terminated the gable of the Guest 
Chamber, is enshrined inside the semicircular Oriel Window ! ! ! 

I take a respectful leave, hoping soon to revive my acquaint- 
ance with those who, humble as my exertions may have been, 
have shewn themselves ready to “take the will for the deed,” and 
to appreciate a zeal which I trust may never abate. 

THOMAS LARKINS WALKER. 

2 Keppel Street, Russell Square, 

London, February 1840. 

# See “ A Visit to Great Chalfield, Wiltshire," by Viator, in fi Gentleman's Magazine," 
March 1838, Vol. IX. No. 3. 
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LIST OF PLATES. 


THE VICARS’ CLOSE, WELLS, SOMERSETSHIRE. 

1. I. General Ground Plan of the Close, as completed by Bishop 

Beckington’s Executors. 

The Vicars’ Dwellings. 

2. II. Elevation and Transverse Section of each House. 

3. III. Plan and Longitudinal Section of ditto. 

4. IV. Chimney'shaft and Window at large of ditto. 

5 . V. Elevation and Section of a small Oriel Window towards the 

Road. 

6. VI. Plan and Details of ditto, and End Elevation of the East Row 

of Houses. 

7. VI*. Plan, Elevation, Section, and Details of a Porch ; Rebuses. 

Coat of Arms, See. 
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The Chapel and Library. 

8. VII. South Elevation and Transverse Section, looking East. 

9. VIII. Plans and Details. 

]0. IX. Elevation and Section of the Doorcase and Door, with Details. 

1 1. X. Plans, Sections, and Elevations of the Window's, and Details. 

12. XI. Bell Turret, Niche at the corner of the Parapet, Ac. at large. 


The Common Hall and the Chain-Gate. 


13. 

XII. 

14 . 

XIII. 

15. 

XIV. 

16. 

XV. 

17. 

XVI. 

18, 19. 

XVII. XVIII. 

20. 

XIX. 

21. 

XX. 

22. 

XXI. 

23. 

XXII. 

24. 

XXIII. 

26. 

XXIV. 

26. 

XXV. 


Ground-Plan of the Entrance-Gateway to the Close, and the 
Chain-Gate. 

First-floor Plan of the Hall, Buttery, Kitchen, and Gallery 
over the Chain-Gate. 

Elevation of the Hall towards the Road, and Transverse 
Section of the Chain-Gate. 

Elevation, Section, and Details of the South Oriel Window. 

Plan, Interior Elevation, Section ofSoffit, and Details ofditto. 

Transverse Section of the Hall through the Entrance-Gate- 
way of the Close, East Elevation of the Chain-Gate 
and Gallery over, and of the Tower and Staircase. 

One of the Centre Compartments of the Gallery over the 
Chain-Gate, and Details. 

Elevation of the Hall towards the Close, and Transverse 
Section of the Staircase. 

Exterior and Interior Elevations, Section, and Details of one 
of the Windows of the Hall. 

Longitudinal Section of the Hall from E. to W. looking S. 

Plan, Section, Elevation, and Details of the Fireplace and 
Fi redogs in the Hall. 

Transverse Section of the Hall through the Doorways, 
Staircase, and small Lobby. 

Plan of the Groining of the Porch leading to the Staircase, 
Coats of Arms, and top of Oak Panelling at large. 
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THE MANOR-HOUSE AND CHURCH AT GREAT CHALFIELD, 
WILTSHIRE. 


27. 

28. 


I. Perspective View from the North West restored. 
II. General Ground Plan. 


The Manor-House. 


23. 

Ill 

30. 

IV. 

31. 

V. 

32. 

VI. 

33. 

VII. 

34. 

VIII. 

35. 

IX. 

36. 

X. 

37. 

XI. 

38. 

XII. 

33. 

XIII. 

40. 

XIV. 

41. 

XV. 

42. 

XVI. 

43. 

XVII. 

44. 

XVIII. 

45. 

XIX. 

40. 

XX. 


Ground and First-floor Plans. 

North Front, and Figures terminating the Gables at large. 

Longitudinal Section, Details of Roofs, kc . 

Two Transverse Sections, Figures terminating the Gables at 
Large, &c. 

Elevation and Section of the Semicircular Oriel Window, 
North Front. 

Plans and Details of the Semicircular Oriel Window, North 
Front. 

Interior Elevation and Details of ditto, ditto. 

Window of Bay of Hall, and Window of Hall, ditto. 

Elevation and Section of the Octagonal Oriel Window, ditto. 

Plans and Details of ditto, ditto. 

Plan and Section of the Porch, and Details, ditto. 

Plan of the North-East Bay of the Hall, and Details. 

Three Square-headed Windows, and details. 

Elevation and Section of the Fireplace in the Hall, and 
Details of the Chimney-shafts. 

Elevation of the Oak Screen in the Hall, and Details. 

Panelling at large of ditto, and Details. 

Large Bosses in the centre of the Hall-ceiling, Masks in the 
Hall, at large, and Details. 

Small Bosses, executed in Plaster, at lar^e, and restoration 
of one compartment of Hall-ceiling. 


XVI 


47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 


54. 


The Church. 

I. West Elevation and Longitudinal Section. 

II. Transverse Section, Plan, and Details of the Oak-ribbed 
Ceiling of the Chapel, and of the Arch-mouldings. 

III. Porch at large, and Details. 

IV. Belfry and West Window at large, and Details. 

V. Stone Screen, and Details. 

VI. Back Elevation of Top of ditto, Coats of Anns, and Details. 

VII. Oak Seat and Desk, and Stone Piscina, at large, and Details. 

Tomb in Corsham Church, Wilts. 

VIII. Tomb of Thomas Tropenell, Esq., and Agnes his Wife, in 
the Chantry. 


THE MANOR-HOUSE AT SOUTH WRAXHALL, WILTSHIRE. 


55. 

56, 57. 
58, .59. 


60. 

61 . 

62. 


63. 


64. 

65. 

66 . 

67. 

68. 


70. 


I. Perspective View from the South-West. 

11. III. Ground Plan, 

IV. V. First-floor Plan. 

The Entrance Gateway. 

VI. Elevation towards the Road, and Ground Plan. 

VII. Longitudinal Section and Plan of Porter's Dwelling. 

VIII. Elevation and Section of the Oriel Window. 

IX. Plans and Details of ditto. 

■ The Banqueting Hall, & c. 

X. Elevation of the Hall and Drawing Room towards the Court. 
XI. Porch and Details. 

XII. Window of North-West Bay, and Details. 

XI H. Window of Hall, and Details. 

XIV. Longitudinal and Transverse Sections of the Hall. 

XV. Details of the Roof of the Hall. 

XVI. Gap Mouths, and Details of the Roof over the Drawing Room. 
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71. XVII. Interior perspective View of the Drawing Room. * 

Wood-cut at page 54. Tomb in South Wraxhall Church. 


CHURCH OF SAINT PETER AT BIDDESTON, WILTSHIRE. 


72. 

I. 

73. 

11. 

74. 

III. 

75. 

IV. 

76. 

V. 

Wood-cot at page 67. 



Ditto ditto. 


South Elevation and Ground Plan. 

Bell Turret, and Details of ditto. 

Porch, and Details of ditto. 

Interior Door, Piscinas, and Details. 

Windows, and Details of ditto. 

Bell Turret of Saint Peter’s at Biddeston, in perspective. 
Bell Turret of Saint Nicholas' at Biddeston, in perspective. 
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“Uttaro* Close at ©Hells, 

SOMERSETSHIRE. 


The Chantry Priests attached to the Choir of the Cathedral Church of St. 
Andrew at Wells, were first ordained by Bishop Joceline de Welles, or 
Trotman,* a.d. 1237,’f who created many new prebends or canonries, and 
appointed a chanter to each benefice, three excepted. J These chantry priests 
he styled Vicars-Choral, and intended they should supply the places of the 
canons in chanting and performing divine service; but they do not seem 
to have had any regular establishment until Walter de Halle, subdean of 
this cathedra] in 1334, and archdeacon of Bath in 1342, § gave two mes- 
suages and lands in Wells, that the thirteen chantry priests who officiated 
in the choir might live in common together. For their better government, 

* V tamos chorale.* primus ardinarit, qui Canons corum vices in caneado «it sacria opernado peragerent. — Gonwrv, 
Dt Pratulibnt Angle* Cammtnlnnu. in Vila Jocelmi de Well*, p. 371. Richardson'* edition, Cnnterborv. 1743. 

f Jocelina da Walla, culled, in the An no In Margitntnttt, Joceline Trotman, elected by the joint suffrage* of the canon* 
of Bslb awl Walla, was consecrated at Heading in the Chapel of St, Slur, bin y 28th, 1206. — Ut?oo*LS’a Monomers, 
*ol. ii. p. 777, During Hi a episcopacy. tin? monk* of Glastonbury obtained a dissolution of their enforced onion with 
this jw ; agreeing to surrender eonso valuable manor* and tba advoweons of several churches ; and Jocelina afterward* 
rtluiM tin' titl* of Bath and Wall*, which baa continued to be uaed by the buhop* to this day. He was forced into 
aiila by King John, for haring interdicted the nation, pursuant to the Pope's command, in 17 OB ; hut on faia return, live 
yean ufterwanis, be applied himself particularly to the improvement of tKe Church of Well*. He obtained from Hugh, 
btaliop of Lincoln, the valuable manors of Coogresbury, Cheddar, and Atbndge, and annexed them to hi* nee. He 
rebuilt and dedicated anew tba cathedral on tb* 23d of October, l*Si> ; added a chapel to tba Bishop'* Palace at Wella, 
end built many other edifices. He died on the 19th of November, 121?, and was buried in tba middta of tba cboir in 
Well* Cathedral, voder a marble tomb inlaid with bis figure in brass ; but the Utter had been tom sway in Godwyn’a 
rim*, and ibo tomb vra* "* shamefully defaced." — /fijjury and dittiyutrir* «f |4* CVrtbrdml Church *j WtlU, by J. Blinox, 
F.S.A., pp. 33, 34, and 106. 

t Vtcarios in Eccleeut singulia Prcbetndsriia ordinstit; tribus excepti*, quibaa non prorwt morte prwventut- — 
Wharton's Anglia 5aera, pars i. p. Mi-1. See alio Coi.i.tsaoN’s IlitUnry ef -WmriiAirr, vol. iti. p. 361. Gouwyn, Dt 
PrtmlUmi, p. 370. Harl. .MSS. <1968, PL. XLV.O. 

$ Lx N'tva'a Fmtli, pp. 42 and 43. Dicdali's Memulictm, rol. eL Pt. III. p. 1466. London. 1830. 

• B 
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Bishop Radulphus de Salopid, or Ralph of Shrewsbury ,* made certain statutes 
and ordinances, dated 7 Id. April, a.d. 13+7, -(• a table of which is given in 
the Appendix ; and in the following year began to erect a new college for 
their residence, obtained the king’s letters patent confirming his gift,* and 
had the same ratified by the prior and chapter of Bath, and the dean and 
chapter of Wells, appointing “ a certain place of the soil of the church of" 
“ St. Andrew at Wells, and the houses in the same place, built and to be ” 
*' built by the said Halph, to have and to hold to them and their successors,” 
•* vicars of the church aforesaid, for their common and perpetual cohabitation.” 
Also, allowing him to charge his “ lands and tenements in Congresbury,” 
*' parcel of his bishopric aforesaid, with an hundred shillings annuity,” and 
" certain other lands and tenements with the appurtenances in Woolcey, with " 
“ another hundred shillings annuity," and ” to give and assign the same ten ” 
“ pounds annuity to the said vicars, celebrating and which shall celebrate ” 
“ divine service in the said church, in augmentation of their sustenance, to be ” 
“ perceived and had yearly out of the said lands and tenements to the same ” 
■' vicars and their successors for ever.” It appears that this college consisted 
of “ the hall, hitching, bakehouse, and other houses in the same place, built” 
" and to be built.” § He endowed their body with other lands which he had 
obtained from the Feoffees of Walter de Hulle, in Wellsleigh, Eston, and 
Dulcot, || together with a yearly charge of .£6. 13s. id. upon the vicarage 
of Chew. 


* Radulphus de Salopoi. multam hie a Wellenjibus nostris celebrstar, quod Collin Vim riorum prime* extiterit 

fandator.— Dr Prsnubbui. p. 576, in Pil4 Ro dnlphi de He was Keeper of the King’* Wardrobe, Chancellor of 

the Unirenity of Oxford (in 1398), end was elected Bishop of thi* diocsss by th* two chapter* of Rath and Welle 
cm the 9d of Jane, 1599; he w*a consecrated, prior to obtaining the Rope's approval, on the Sd of December fol- 
lowing; and Walsingbam »y», it coat him " a huge sum of money” before be could procure a full confirmation l’roan 
tb# Court of Home. Ho was a munificent benefactor to hia Cathedral and dioccaa, rebuilt the Church at Winacomlte 
from the foundations, constructed the court-house at Claverton, and a great chamber at Kvercrmch, .with many other 
edifice* upon the episcopal estates. He erected a house for the choristers and their master on the weal aide of the 
cloisters, and surrounded the episcopal palace at Wells with n strong atone wall and a moot. He also procured, 
w with great coat,” tb* disafforestation of Mendip forest, and giro some rich ecclesiastical vestments, with many 
other things, to his churches at Bath and Wells ; of which Godwyn any* that he believed, in Ina time, nothing 
remained but a grvnt cheat hound with iron, in which the chapter seal was kept. He died at Wiveliaoombe on the 
14th of August, 1563, and w*a buried before the high altar in the presbytery at Wells, but hia tomb wna removed to its 
present situation in the north aisle, close to the second column from tbe east, at the back of the choir ; because, my* 
Lelond, in his Itinerary, vol. tii. p. 108, it obstructed the priests in their ministration. Britton's Well* Cathedral, 
pp. 38. 39, and 109. See also degho Semi, pen i. >«* T'ir4 Karinfphi de S*UpM, p. 568. Dvoimu’* jlfon**(tc»n, vol. ii. 
pp. 978, 979. 

♦ Mnniuiios.v, voL vL p, 1466, and nates. See. also, the Appendix. 

t Pat. 99. Edward III. p. 3, m. 16. Pro msnsio ric* riorum et terns in Congresbury et Woky. 

$ See tbi* deed of gift in the Appendix. 

|| Pat. 96. Edward III. p. 9, m. 6. Pro ten. in WeDcale, Eston, et Dulcot, ex dono feoffntoram Walton de Hulle, 
arebdiacon. Datlion. 
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Godwyn says, that a picture of inferior workmanship, expressive of the 
memory of this benefit, was placed on the wall over the porch leading to the 
hall stairs, in which the vicars, kneeling in the choir, seemed to address the 
bishop, seated on his throne, in the following words: — 

“ Per vicos positi villa, pater alrne rogamus, 

** Ut simul uuhi, te dante domes maneamus 

to whom he thus seemed to reply : — 

** Vestra petunt merita, quod sint coaccssa petita ; 

“ Ut m&neati* ita, loca feciinus Lie stabUita : H 

and mentions that, this picture being nearly worn out, another of excellent 
workmanship was placed in the hall, commemorative of this and other 
donations, of which more will be said hereafter.* Time must have made 
sad havoc of the buildings erected by this prelate, as few traces now 
remain of the original design ; it will be seen, however, by referring to 
Plate XXII., which shews a longitudinal section of the hall, kitchen, &c. &c., 
that the room under, and the two light-windows in, the hall, which latter 
are given on a larger scale in Plate XXI., are much older than the other 
portions, being beautiful examples of the Decorated Style. It may safely be 
presumed that there were more of those windows, and that a symmetrical 
arrangement existed, as, in plan, there are two exactly opposite each other 
in the north and south walls cast of the present doors. Three only remain, one 
towards the road shewn in Plate XIV., and two towards the Close, Plate XX. ; 
the others must have been destroyed by alterations and additions made by 
subsequent benefactors. The windows of the chapel on the ground-floor, 
see Plates VII. and X., seem also of the same period, the door haring been 
inserted under the tracery-head of one of them ; which, on examining the 
masonry, will bo found to be the case, there being a straight joint on the 
right-hand jamb, from the spring to the ground, and the basement moulding 
has been cut away, as shewn in Plate VII.; also, in the west wall, there is an 
appearance outwardly of a counter-arch, where, probably, a door existed, 
but which must hare been stopped up wheu the gardens were added in 
front of the houses. 

There are letters patent referred to by Tanner in the time of Richard II. 

* Gwwrin, Di JVtMuii.hu, in Vitfc lUdutplu do Sdopifc, p. 976. 
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and Henry V., which are grants to this college.* The former may have 
been in the time of Bishop Ralph Erghum, who was a great benefactor to 
the Cathedral Church of Wells, having, in his will, requested his executors 
to build a College in the street then called La Mountery, but, afterwards. 
College Lane, for fourteen priests f or chaplains, J daily ministering in the 
Cathedral, that they might live in common together : this has been by some 
confounded with the Vicars' Close ; and in notes taken by S. and N. Buck,§ 
at Wells, this prelate is made the “ founder” of “ a neat college for the 
vicars and singing men, oh the north side of the Cathedral ; ” evidently 
referring to the Vicars’ College ; but Mountery College, or Mounterox 
College, was destroyed, its revenues were confiscated at the time of the 
suppression of the monasteries,|| and, in the reign of Elizabeth, a mansion 
was built on its site, which went by the name of Mountroy House. This 
mansion was pulled down about five years ago, and the site thrown into a 
pleasure-ground. These worthies have also made him the builder of the 
embattled wall round the Bishop's Palace : and in pages 50 and 51 of the 
Lansd. MS. 005, interlined but erased, is the name of Ralph tie Shrewsbury, 
as if the writer had received contradictory information.^} 

The grant in Henry the Fifth's time may have been bestowed by Bishop 

• Tanxii. ,\Ytit. Afim.ii;. XLII. Scmeneitkin.— Pat, 1. Richard II. p. 5, m. 19, pro eccl. da Meriet approprianda — 
Pm. I. Henry V. p. 3, ®. ft. 

■f 5^ rerJotifctu porro .juafiu-nim** Collegium fundurit Wellix. ad exitum rici (jot imle College Lane appeJUtur— 
Godwy:*, De Prsnulibui, j>. 378. 

$ Fecit etiam coostrui per F.x ecu tore* euo* in vico vneoto La Afeti nltrye, mansion** pro XIV. Captlfanu in diet! 
Ecclcsih Wellensi indie* cnlnbrnotibuc. Anglia Sam, para i. p. 570. See, also, llarl. MSS. fipbft, under the head 
of .Y.wniim Fpurum in Scours., in which the above quotation, in the notice of Ralph Erg-ham, occur* verbatim, and ia 
extracted from the register of Wells. 

4 Mrs. Bhit. Brae. Land, 1333, LXXIX. G. " Ralph Erghum built a neat college for vicar* and singing 
men, adjoining to the X*. part of tlio church : and also enclosed the Hr* palaco with a. wall, [but certainly Ralph 
Erghum did it.) Qui ob 10 April die Snbbi, Sc vallavit tnuna et fonts Palatm Kpi. apd. Wells, et jacet ibm 
a.d, M.CCCC. Ira dmcal C. ». a. on the Sabbath day.” — Ibid. 905, PL. LXXIX. F. pp. 49 and 50. “The palnr* on 
tba sooth side of the cathedral ia neatly built, nnd, on that side, appears like a castle, being fortified with an 
embattled wall snd a ditch by Ralph de Erghum, who came to the chair a.o. 1308. Ho a Leo mode the college for 
the vicara and singing men on the north side of the church.” 

| Wilms’* bln red AMvyt, voL ii. p. *00. 

X LeoHfotrne MS. 905, LXXIX. F. p. 50. " The B** Palace on the So. side the cathedral is a fabric!; to 

be admired for its grandeur, looking towards the South lilt* a Castle, being fortified with an embattled wall 

and' a ditch, and the prebendary* houses are handsomely built oo the other side. This B p also built a newt 
college for tho new* and tinging men on the North side of the Church.'” And, ia p. 51, •' The Bishop’s Palace 
is a handsome structure, standing on the south side of the Cathedral, and appears like a Castle, being fortified 
with an embattled wall and a ditch, by Ralph de Frgfcum, elected bishop a,t>. 1388. He also built a neat college 
for the vicara and singing men on the North aide of the Cathedral." 

In Csmobs’s Britannia, Bishop Erghum ia nl*o taid to have built the ** College of Pinm, first founded by 
R. de Salopi*,” and " enlarged by Bekington," sea rol. i. p. 77, London, 1789. See, also, p. 187 of the edition, 
London, 17?f. Sea Ppci**a EiampUt, 2d aeries, p. 43. 
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Nieholas Bubwith, as his arms occur on the door of the Chapel, and also 
on the painted glass of the windows. 

The next and principal addition made to this building was by Bishop 
Thomas Beckington,* who built the Close-Hall-Gate, or Chain-Gate, which 
connects the Vicars’ Close with the Cathedral ; it extends from the Hall to the 
staircase leading (from the North Transept) to the Chapter House ; of 
which the flight is continued to the floor of the gallery over this gateway. 
This eminent and distinguished person, who, by Godwyn, is characterised as 
“ a good statesman, a good churchman, a good townsman, a good subject, 
a good kinsman, a good master, and a good man,” was a munificent 
benefactor to the church and city of Wells. Soon after his promotion to 
this see, he built a row of houses on the north side of the Market-place, 
which he called his Nova Opera ; and granted a supply of water from St. 
Andrew’s Well, in the grounds of the Episcopal Palace, to a conduit in the 
market-place, flowing night and day, which he vested in the master, brethren, 
and burgesses of the City of Wells for ever;+ in commemoration of which 
benefit, they bound themselves to visit yearly the spot in the cathedral where 
he should be interred, there to pray for his soul, and the souls of all the 
faithful deceased : and he granted an indulgence of forty days to all such as 

• Tbntnna do JWkingtoit, I.L.D., succeeded 10 the M of Both nod Wall* on the 13th of October, 14*3, in the 
peaceable enjoyment of which h« remained till hia death, which took place on the 1 1 lit of January, 1464—5. lie terras 
to bare been of obscure origin, as he took bis name from the small town of Beckington, near From*, Somersetshire , 
and in a Journal of Bockiugton, published in 1848 by Nicholas Harris Nicolas, E»q., Barriater-at-ljiw, it in conjectured 
that hia hirth took place about 1385, which would make him 80 yean of age at bta death ; this is by no means impro- 
bable, as be was obliged to apply for permission to absent himself from parliament on account of hia advanced tg*. 
He waa edurnled at William d« Wykeham's College, at Winchester; and, whilst there, seems to hare attracted the 
attention of that prelate for his abilities and comeliness of person ; haring distinguished himself, be was removed to 
Wjkebam’t New College, at Oxford, of which h* became a follow in 1400; be took the degree of Doctor of Laws, 
and obtained various ecclesiastical dignities. He was afterwords appointed tutor to the young King Henry VI. 
wus made Denn of the Arches, Chancellor to Humphrey, duke of Gloucester, Archdeacon of Buckingham, Prebendary of 
Lichfield, York, and Wells, Hector of 8l. I canard's, nenr Hastings, and of Sntton, in the diocese of Salisbury. lie seems 
to hare acquired great fame by writing n refutation of the Sulique Law, which prored the right of the Kiogs of England 
to the crown of Fiance. This culled forth additional favours from the court, and bo was made principal Secretary of 
State and Keeper of the Privy Seal. In 1*4?, he waa intrusted, together with Robert Kooe, kflt., and Edward Hull, esq., 
with an embuaay to negotiate a marriage between the king, Henry VI-, and a daughter of the Coant of Armagnac. 
Henry nt length got him elected to this see, to which he was consecrated in Eum College Chapel. October l3tb, a.t>. 
1413.— See a Life of this bishop affixed to a Journal*/ cue/ ike Suite p/Beckhgtm, by NittKft.** Hsanta Nicolas, Esq., 
Barrister-at-Law. Godwin, tie P>istuhbu*. Harm* 'a Well* Cathedral, pp. 44-441, and 11 1. Anglia Sami. Willis's 
Survey Cathedrab, Sfc. Cxn/iy's Lite* of the ftii'iopi of Balk cud Wells. 

By tunny, Beckington is styled the Founder of the l icur*’ CUm ; hut he himself did not presume to aaeli 
distinction; aa, in the statutes and iaj unctions revised by him, is one which enjoins, "That every vicer going out 
or going in att the Close Gate shall say a Pater Xoster and an Ave Maria for the aoul of the Bishop Halpk of SKrtuxbmry, 
founder ef lb* said Close, and for the souls of his predecessors, ffathem, and mothers, and their benefactors, and for 
all Christian souls." — The Statutes and Charter *f Chau Halt, p. IS, MS. in the possession of the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells. 

t Godwin, De Prasulibm*, p. 380. 
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should duly perform this solemn service. He built three gate-houses, 
one leading from the Market-place into the palace, one from the same into 
the Cathedral Close to the south, and a third, the Chain-gate referred to, ex- 
tending from the Vicars' Close to the cathedral on the north, which seems to 
have been the principal addition made to this building hy him in his lifetime ; 
see Plate XVII.-XV11I., which shews a transverse section through the hall 
looking west, with an elevation of this gate-house on the left or south side, and 
the tower and staircase, on the right or north side, ascending from the close to 
the hall. This gateway, which formed the entrance into the Cathedral Close 
from the north-west, consists of a vaulted carriage-way and a passage on each 
side for pedestrians ; over these, and leading from the hall into the chapter-house 
staircase, is a gallery of communication for the vicars-choral when required to 
perform service in the choir.* This building is cliaste and elegant in design, 
and is ornamented with mouldings beautifully executed in freestone ; over the 
centre arch are two compartments or bays, divided by enriched pinnacles ter- 
minating in crockets and finials above a panelled parapet; each bay contains 
a window of two lights, divided by a transom, with a canopied niche and 
statue in the centre, under one arch and label ; one of these compartments is 
shewn on a larger scale in Plate XIX. Over each passage is a window of two 
lights with similar tracery, and the same design is carried through, by windows 
of three lights, till it abuts against the north wall of the chapter-house staircase, 
except that the pinnacles arc stopped under the parapet by a sculptured head 
or foliated boss. On this building Beckington's arms and rebus occur three 
times, viz. on the key-stone of the vaulting, and under each of the two windows 
of the small ante-room which communicates from the hall to the passage or 
withdrawing-room. See Plates XII., XIV., and XVII.-XVIII. 

In his will, after various bequests to the churches of Bath and Wells, 


* Jiinerarium U'ilUlmi dr WcrctUre, etl. }. Nasmith, 177B, p. SHti, Under the works bj Peclingtuo, It Wells, 
lie ba* the following referring to this gateway : ** Item fecit ilium ports® spud la doee, estendendo do l« close uetjue 
le cathedral! cbvrcb per vise et vollum deco pod# cooperto id mat — ■ • - ct cunsiibst is ediheiis ultra 1) morns.'* 
See Com-iksow, yoJ. iii. p. 44)3. In llanroa'a W'stti CaiWruf, PI. III. shews the commencement of the staircase, 
from tbe north transept to tbe chapter-house on tbe left of tbe picture; PL I., ground plan, shews, in the plan of the 
chnpter-house, the stairs continued beyond the entrance, np to the Vicars’ Gallery ; PI. IV. shews the west eleration of 
tbU gateway, but tbe two centre windows ought Let to be shewn glased In tho middle, as Statons occupy niches there ; 
PL XX. shews a risw of the Entrance Gateway of tbe Close, and the Chain-gate and gallery, from tbe east , PL XVIII. 
abewa au interior of the staircase to the chapter-bouse, which leads up to the I'wurs* Gulttry, (be stops winding 
to tbe right into the chapter- house. In Button's J’irluracyas Ant if* ilia of Englitk Cilia are two perspective 
views of the Preen* Claa, Welit ; one shewing The Chapel ; on tbe left, part of the Chephtu Ti Houie, and on tbe 
right, part of tbe finin' Dwelling!, aud one of tbe small Percftei, which has a good effect. The other is a view 
through the Enirance Catena?, shewing tbe Freer*' Duelling*, and tbs Chepri in tbe distance. — See j». 72 of tba 

Descriptions. 
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and others in his diocess, as also to his servants and dependants, he left 
twenty pounds to each of his three executors, who were Richard Swan,* Pre- 
centor of Wells and Rector of Yevelton ; Hugh Sugar, alias Norris, LL.D.,\ 
Treasurer of Wells ; and John Pope,* alias Talbot, D.D., Prebendary of 
St. Dccumans, and Rector of Shyre ; with a request that they would bestow 
the residue of his property "in pios ttsus a trust which they conscientiously 
fulfilled by adding to the Close or College of the Vicars-choral, which they 
rendered the most beautiful of the kind in England.J It is to be presumed 
that they restored or rebuilt entirely the Vicars’ Dwellings, which consist 
of forty-two houses, twenty-one on each side of the area, with gardens 
attached, divided by dwarf walls, and having each a porch at the entrance ; as 
on the chimney-shafts of these houses, under the arms of the see and those of 
Beckington alternately, their several rebuses are introduced successively. See 
Plates II. and IV. 

* John Pope Ac Hie. Swan, din. dederunt mtnfriara de Schopiatn & aJrocarnom ecclia* ejusd., quas haboenint *1 
do no n fpofTiuneato Tho, do Uekyntou epl, Willo William, decano Well, et capitals, ac lira in Mum jut suum i* mnnnrto 
tie Ceddro einlrm doc lino et cnpitqlo, in uaum et suateoterulm vicn riorum choraliuro eccl. csth- Wall. 9. E. IVY'— Hart. 
MSS. 6968. p. 65. 

f Hugh Sugar, aliai Xartb, T.L.D., wu collated A rchdeweon of Bath, Feb. ?6, 14.S9, and Treasurer of Wetla, 
May 1, 1460 ; lie died in (be latter end of April, or beginning of Mar, 1489 (I.t Niva's Fruit), as on the f9th of May, 

1489, (Mirer Bonham was installed, by procuration, Prebendary of Lutton, vacant by A •• death Hurl. MSS, 6968. By 

tbe same MS. it uppeara, that he was at continual variance with tie dean and chapter, as, in vigil Basel. Richard 
Worthington, of Wells, iraa unjustly and privily installed Precentor of Wells, and Prebendary of Combe IS annexed, by 
Hugh Sugar, the treasurer, against the atatuto* and ordinances of the church. The dean and chapter wrote two 
admonitory letter*, but he refused to give up tbe three keys of the common seal which were in bis keeping j and. on tbe 
19th May, 1487, it was ordained by the dean and chapter, that in tbe suit pending between tbe dean and chapter of 
the one part, and Richard Worthington, the rejected precentor, of the other part, that the three heya which were in 
the custody of Hugh Sugar, as senior residentiary, should remain in tbe bands of the precentor or tbe next senior 
residentiary, and that the arid Hugh Sugar, in the absence of the dean and sub-denn, should not occupy the place of 
president of the chapter, but the precentor, or the next senior residentiary. Richard Worthington was lined twenty 
pounds for disobedience and contempt; he submitted to the dean and chapter, ami wna forthwith admitted Precenror 
of WcOs, and installed Prebendary of Combe If, annexed to that office, vacant by tho death of Rickard Sunn. On 
tbe 19th Oct. 1487, there waa a dispute beweeen him and the deno and chapter, for felling and injuring tree* growing in 
tbe cemetery', and for letting out graves, also for neglecting to supply lights for divine service, settled by compromise, 
Ob tbe ?d of April, 1488, an ecclesiastical suit was instituted against Hugh Sugar, for diminishing tbe number of lights, 
and for other serious injuries. Hugh Sugar is said by Gonwvir, D* PramrliAiu, p. 381 , to Lave built (As beautiful 
Chauntry Chapel, opposite to that of Bishop Bubwith, in the Save; hot by this MS. it appears that it waa built by Ait, 
Sftgar't, simitar, Il'iRiani Rocat, in lieu of a wooden one, which originally stood there : “ ft Jun. 1489, Mag r Will. Boost, 
canon resident, nomine ac vice executor Mk^ri Hug. Sugar, nun. Thesauri licenttam point a dec, et capilo, ad pro* 
stertM-nd. Ac ohstrahend, capellam ligneam in nnri eccluc Ac ne novo engend. Ac reedifiennd. eandc ibidem.'' Mr. Britton 
ha* cited Godwyn, see p. Ilf, Mit». ef H'elU Cathedral. He built a alone lantern, which was removed by the order of 
the dean and chapter. " 7 Sep. 1489, dccretd cst q 4 duo cerei ardaro daberont in pulpito juxtn antiquum oonsuetudiuem 
doc sccl. ac prout juxtn ordinals ejusd. ercha: ordmatur : dneretnm ertiam est q 4 lateraa Ufidm eup p Mag. Hag. 
Sugar J'arta et can §tr tut a distruotur et amoveotur. " This, probably, may have led to the mistake. 

t ’* Opes ah Episropo relictaa irapendenint isti univoraas, in Collegia a agenda Viniritrmm Ckaraltum; quod omnium 
totiux Anglia* ejua generis speciosiwamum reddideraut.''— -G odwtx, De Franthbtu, p. 881. " Under three Gravestone*, 
parallel to earh other, lie Sugar, Suvtn, and Thibet, executors of Bishop BcrAingf**, who finished the V start' Choral Clot t: 
of w hom see an account in Gonwvw, De FrennUbtiM.'’ — Wilus's Mitttd JlSeyi, vol. ii. p. 375. 
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On tbe side of the south oriel window of the hall is a shield bearing a 
cross of St. Andrew, with the name of %tfU0 |3otntrop (see Plates XV. and 
XVI.) ; but to whom this refers it is difficult to say : these two windows 
and the fire-place bear marks of later date than any other portion of the 
building, and seem inserted alter it was finished, as the manner in which 
the oriel, shewn in Plate XV., cuts into the buttress, indicates. On the 
chimney-piece of the hall this benefactor’s name again occurs in a flowing 
scroll, which runs thus : 

In bwtrfs pud habrat* tomttau bom Uuartrn p>mroj_i qurm salbtt £fts. &mm. 

On this scroll, at intervals, are five shields emblazoned ; the first very nearly 
resembles the arms borne by Sir John Trevellyan, of Ncttlccombe Hall, 
Wiveliscombe,* in this county, at which place Ralph of Shrewsbury died ; 
the next those of Bcckington ; the centre are the royal arms of England and 
France; the next those of Bath and Wells impaled in one; and the last 
resembles those which Edmonstono gives for the name of Pomeroy, f the 
blazoning only being different, which may easily be accounted for, as they are 
painted, and in renewing them they may have been varied. Ralph Pomeroy, 
the first of that name in this country, accompanied William the Conqueror 
from Normandy; he was a Norman by birth, and for his valuable assistance in 
the Conquest by that prince had fifty-eight lordships granted to him in Devon, 
and others in Somerset. The first of the name of Richard, which occurs in this 
family, was Sir Richard Pomerai, Knt., eldest son of Henry Pomerai and Alice, 
daughter of Walter Raleigh of Fardell, his first wife ; whose son, Sir Edward 
Pomerai, was a Knight of the Bath at the creation of Henry Prince of Wales, 
afterwards King Henry VIII.: J whether this was the person remains doubtful, 
but seems more than probable from the connexion of the family with this 
county. From this family Lord Harberton, of Carbery, in the county of 
Kildare, Ireland, is descended, and the arms borne by that nobleman very nearly 
resemble those before-mentioned. 


* The TrtvUUi in arm*, according to Edmonatone, tire •* gu, ten ban wary ami at., a deiui.borie, iasaont 
rampant, *r.;* anti tiioao uru tbo only anna charged with a i Umi.hctu <u>r«nf rumptint.— Heraldry, vol. ii. p. 34 of tbe 
Ordinary tf dmu. 

t Tbe Pitmery, or Pammmy nrnu, given by the ium author, are " er, a lion rampant gu., within a bonlure engrailed 
talU:’— IM. p. 18, rW. 

} Lodok's Peerage of Ireland, rol. rii. ]». ?l(i, The name waa first written d» Pomer'ta, afterward* dt P ornery, and now 
Pomeroy. — Ibid. p. 114. 

$ They ara, «r, within a bordure engrailed mine, a lion rampant gain. holding in the dexter fore- paw an apple 
dipped.— Diumi Cempfrt* Peerage, 183d, p, 5Jl. Thia family were powwued lor centuries of Bcrrj-I’umeroy Castlo. 
Co. Devon. 
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On a building adjoining the west wall of this chapel, which may be con- 
sidered as part of the chaplain’s dwelling, under a large window (now nearly 
destroyed) arc four shields ; the first bears the arras of Beckington ; the second, 
those of the see of Wells; the third, those of Bath and Wells conjointly; and 
the fourth, quarterly ; first and fourth, argent, three blackraoors* heads proper, 
two and ono ; second and third, gules, on a fesse, between three leopards’ heads, 
or, as many fleurs-de-lis, sable ; the last quarterings are the arms of Stillington, 
as given by Edmonstone ; and Bishop Stillington succeeded Beckington in this 
see, a.d. 14(56.* 

At the Reformation this establishment did not share the fate of other 
religious houses, although “ some sacrilegious people had hoped to spoil it,” but 
Elizabeth, thinking that such a villanous deed would not be borne, granted a 
charter, which is dated from Westminster in the twenty-fourth year of her 
reign, constituting them a body corporate and politic, with the title of “ Principals, 
Seniors, and Vicars Choral of the Choir in the Cathedral Church of St. Andrew 
at Wells,” and allowed them a common seal. It restricts their number to, not 
less than fourteen, nor more than twenty. 

In the Hall is a painting which represents the vicars kneeling before the 
bishop, Ralph de Salopia, who is seated on his throne on the left side of the 
picture, bolding in his right hand a petition of the former, which runs thus : — 

$rr Mtos posfti bfllit, 
pant almr roganras, 

?lt simul unut, 1 1 
temtt homos moiuamus. 

And in his left hand is his answer, to which the episcopal seal is attached, and 
runs thus : — 

Ftstta pttum mnfta, 
quo!) Sint nmossa pttfta: 

<Sti mancatis ita, 
lota (minus bit stabflita. 

And on the painting are the arms of the see of Bath and Wells. This picture 
must be the one alluded to by Godwyn.f and, after the confirmation of their 
charter by Queen Elizabeth, must have been added to, as the seventeen figures 
to the right of those kneeling are entirely in a different costume, with ruffles 


* Collinaon giro* tbne tb* nine m above, bat, erroivMatly, futtU instead of nvuMwfc./u ; h« doa a not nr wbo«a 
they am.' — Vol, iii. p. 376. 

t D* PnrniMutS, in Vit 4 R&dulphi d t Sufojwd. 

C 
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such as were worn in Elizabeth’s time ; between is a portion of a curtain, as if 
the original had extended no further; these figures, also, are larger, and do not at 
all harmonise with the others : immediately under the bishop is the following 
inscription, which must have been added at the same time : — 

ffiuas primus stntxit 
summn pktait XUbtdpiras 
Bispcrsts nobis bospflfoqttt titbit 
Srbts, tonsimflt siubio 
pia (ana ututus, 

Urrkmatanus ms 
auiit ixmoct, bonis. 

Ufoali tanbtm firmabii 
singula nobis 

Jftssrnsu, prlntrps ©lijabriba suo. 

©liiabrtba bonis mmqtiam 
tontraria nrptts, 

Sspirans stubifs Climbttba bonis. 

|$is nos omaif bonis, 
trgina, ptttamur 
Sfeaptra tnuns tubas 
Qti^abnba biu. 

There is no account of any further benefaction to this body since the last- 
named charter of incorporation granted by Queen Elizabeth, nor of any addi- 
tion having been made to the buildings ; and, in concluding the history of 
this unique and interesting college, which Godwyn says “ the executors of 
Beckington had rendered the most beautiful of the kind in all England,” * it 
were, indeed, to be wished that a more agreeable task were allotted to the 
author, than a faithful description of the manner in which the whole Close 
has been maintained in repair since that period. It would naturally enough 
be supposed, after so munificent a gift by the founder, and so many valuable 
additions to the temporalities and comforts of the inhabitants by subsequent 
benefactors, that a true spirit of gratitude would have been manifested among 
the successors of those immediately receiving so sumptuous an asylum with 
many other benefits, and that their first care would have been to retain, as 
much as possible, the pristine beauty of the several buildings composing their 


* Ojx?« «b Epitcopo relict** its pend crura uti unit emu, in Colltgio tugundo Yicnrionun Cloralium, quod omnium 
totiu* Augti* eju» gMMiria *p*ck»*i**uutim redd iderun t— Got vrvjt, D* Prcntibta, in Viii Totnm di Beckington. 


Digitized by Googk 


vicars' close at wells. 


11 


college and delineated in the following Plates. But, alas, how lamentably the 
reverse of this has been the case ! for no one, who was not intimately acquainted 
with the peculiarities of the various styles of Gothic architecture, and able to 
discover from the present ruinous condition of the exquisitely carved work 
what it originally has been, would persuade himself that these were faithful re- 
presentations of the Vicars' Close. The Chapel he would find in disuse, and 
filled with lumber ; the ceiling of the Hall hanging down in large patches ; the 
rooms under converted into a malting-house ; the houses modernised with 
common sash-windows, bastard Italian doors, and plain parapets ; and a com- 
mon shop-front within a few short weeks inserted under the beautiful little 
oriel window shewn in Plates V. and VI., at the very entrance to the Close 
from the street : and this by one of (heir oxen body, as if in positive defiance of 
the advocates of good taste and a proper feeling of reverence. The elegant 
pinnacles and panelled parapet of the gallery over the Chain-Gate, are so com- 
pletely decayed and ruinous, that the loose stones threaten danger to the passers 
by, and the profiles of the mouldings are hardly discernible. On a visit to 
Wells, in May last, the author could not but congratulate himself that his 
lamented friend, Mr. Pugin, had so opportunely snatched, as it were, the 
beauties of this example of Gothic art from utter oblivion, and that he should 
have been the means of thus handing them down to posterity. He knows it will 
be advanced by the participators in this reckless spoliation, that in Catholic 
times, when celibacy was enjoined, their predecessors, not having to provide for 
families, could better afford repairs ; but when some of the founder's statutes 
and injunctions are acknowledged, all should be equally in force, and one of 
them provides for the repairs of each house by its respective inhabitant vicar. 
It is under the head of “ The Office and Power of the Principals ," and runs thus : 
'* Moreover they shall yearly see and oversee th$ defaults of every man's house 
situate within the said Close, and shall judge and esteem the reparation thereof, 
and shall admonish the said vicars, that, within a certain time by them appointed, 
they shall sufficiently repair and amend all such faults in and upon their houses 
under certain pains, to be moderated by the arbitrement of the said principals." 
The original number of thirteen was augmented greatly before Beckington’s 
time, and we may presume kept pace with the augmentation of the prebends, as 
his executors provided forty-two houses ; which number corresponds with the 
number of prebendaries at present attached to the cathedral who are not resi- 
dentiary. By Elizabeth’s charter, as before stated, their number was restricted 
to twenty ; consequently’, many of the houses have been thrown into one and 
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modernised, retaining only the mouldering remains of the elegant chimney shafts 
represented in Plate IV. Surely, a uniform retention of the original design 
eould be insisted upon by the bishop as visitor, and, also, an enforcement of the 
statutes and ordinances by the principals, who seem sadly to have neglected 
their duty, in thus allowing " so faire a place ” to hasten to decay. 
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Plate I. General Ground- plan of the Vicars’ Close and the Chain-Gate. 

This is a Ground-plan of the whole range of buildings, as completed by Bishop 
Beckington and his executors, forming the Vi cart’ College, or Close ; and 
also of the Chain-Gale, by which it is connected, across the road, with the 
Cathedral at AA. B is a room under the Common Hall, used, probably, as a 
beer-cellar. C is a vaulted room under the Kitchen, communicating with other 
offices to the left, or west. D, vaulting under the Great Staircase, leading from 
the Close to the Ilall, and which is entered at F by a richly groined Porch • 
under the Tower. f E is the Entrance- Gateway leading from the road or street 
to the Close. J GG are two rows of houses forming the Vicars' Dwellings, 
each containing, on the ground-floor, one living-room, a staircase, and a privy, 
with a small garden in front, walled round, and entered by a porch, with a 
yard behind ; on the first floor, one sleeping-room : each room has a fire-place, 
one window and a loop-hole in front, and one window in the rear.§ H is a 
beautiful little Chapel at the north end of the area, connected to the first 
house, on the left hand, by a small building, supposed to have formed part 
of the chaplain’s dwelling, which is ornamented by four panels under the 
window, containing shields; the first to the left hand bears the arms of the 
see of Wells; the second, those of the united see of Bath and Wells; the third, 
those of Beckington; and the fourth, what are supposed to be those of Stil- 
lington ; these last are delineated in Plate VI •. Over the Chapel is a Library, 
approached by a small circular staircase in the north-west corner. || I is the 
situation, on the first floor, of the elegant little Oriel If^indow represented in 
Plates V. and VI. This house, we may safely presume, was the dwelling, ori- 
ginally, of one of the principals ; it communicates with the entrance-gateway 
by a lobby and door. KK are two Wells, which have, to this day, a plentiful 

* A plan of tba groining ia given in Plate XXV. t See Plate# XVII. end XVIII. 

} This portion of tba plan will bo better understood by referring to I late* XII. and XIII., and tba description** of 
tbe aame. 

$ These bouaea are nor* folly delineated in Plate# II., lit., IV* V., and VI. 

| Se* P la tea VII., VIII., IX., X., and XI. 
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supply of water. The area within the buildings is, from N. to S., 436 feet long, 
and from E. to W., at the north end, 56 feet broad, and at the south end, 

65 feet broad. This difference in the breadth may be accounted for by a 
wish on the part of the architect to command as good a view as possible from 
the street under the entrance-gateway,* and thereby to assist the perspective 
in giving an idea of great length. The width within the garden walls in the 
centre of the area, is, at the north end, 19 feet, and at the south end, 21 feet : , 
references are engraved on the Plate for convenience. 

The Vicars' Dwellings. 

Plate II. shews an Elevation of each house, as originally completed, on 
the left-hand side of the Plate. A chimney-shaft rises from the ground, between 
the door and the windows, — it is octagonal at top, and is perforated like a 
lantern by two openings on each side ; immediately above the cornice, under 
the eaves of the roof, is a panel containing a quatrefoil and a shield, with the 
arms of the united see of Bath and Wells impaled in one, which occurs along 
the whole range of buildings on either side, with those of the see of Wells and 
those of Beckington. Below the cornice is another panel, which also contains 
a shield, bearing the rebus, or device of Richard Swan, one of Bcckington’s 
executors ; this occurs consecutively with those of his coadjutors, Hugh Sugar 
and John Pope. — See Plate VI*. On the right-hand side of the Plate is a trans- 
verse section of each house cut through the door-ways, and shews a profile of 
the chimney-shaft ; it will be better understood by referring to 

Plate III., which gives a Ground-plan of each house ; the rooms are 
19 ft. 1 1 in. by 12 ft. 10 in. in the clear inside. The staircase lies at the back, and 
is 6 ft. 2 in. square. From centre to centre of party-wall is 21 ft. This Plate 
also shews a longitudinal section of each house ; the room on the ground-floor 
is 8 ft. 7 in. high ; that on the first floor is 8 ft. 9 in. high to the top of the wall 
plate, and 13 ft. to the point of the arched rib. This section shews the door, 
the windows, and the fire-places ; also the oak roof, which is open to the point 
of the rafters, and ornamented with moulded ribs and cross-braces, the purlins 
being canted ofT on the inside angles; above the wall-plate, the ends of the 
rafters are concealed by a neat battlemented cornice, f 

• Plate in pap* Tt of Bbittok** Pbtmrmpm AmtifutiUt if EnglitA CUU$, whom this very vi«w is given, but 
shewing the modem additMtca to the houses. 

t One only of these homes remained in its origins] state, but sadly dilapidated, when Mr. Pugin visited Wells ; and 
that on* is now altered and modernised ! ! 1 
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Plate IV. gives, at No. X, the Chimney-shaft to a larger scale, with plans 
taken at different heights, and sections of the mouldings still larger, which are 
explained by letters of reference on the Plate ; and, at No. 2, the window of 
the first floor : those of the ground-floor are similar, but are longer, and divided 
by a transom. See Plate II. 

Plate V. This Plate shews an elevation and section of the Oriel Window , 
which looks into the street ; it is terminated at the top by mouldings, in three 
divisions, or stages, surmounted by a fleur-de-lis; below the Bill are two 
quatrefoils with plain shields in front, and one in each angular return. It is 
ornamented below by tracery-headed panels, terminating at a point at the 
bottom and resting on a stone corbel sculptured into a head. This window, 
no doubt, originally had tracery-headed lights, the centre divided into two by 
a mullion as shewn in dotted lines, which, for the sake of modern convenience, 
have been destroyed and cut square. A plan of the soffit, or corbelling, is 
shewn under the elevation. The section shews its projection from the wall, 
which is 1 ft. 1 in. 

Plate VI. No. 2 is a plan of this Oriel Window, half shews the soffit 
inside, the supposed mullion is dotted in : to the left are different details and 
sections of the mouldings referred to the section on Plato V. by letters. No. 1 
shews the end elevation of the east row of houses towards the street,* in the 
centre of which the Oriel Window is situated.f The apex of the gable ter- 
minates in a finial, and is surmounted by a chimney-shaft similar to that shewn 
in Plate IV.J 

Plate VI*. gives one of the Porches at the entrance of each garden, with 
details at No. 1 ; these were originally surmounted by a lion, similar to that 
shewn on the Conduit in the Bishop’s Garden, which was built by Bcckington.§ 
These porches, however, seem to be of a later date, and so little did they appear 

* See I. odor 1, Plat* I. 

f In late repairs, a small window was ducornred to the left of this, but waa immediately stopped up again and 
plastered over ; under tbis unique example of refitted taste, a modern ihtrp-fnmt has been inserted by one of the seniors 
of the rtcars choral, who, being s bektr in the town, I presume will carry on bis trade here. At tbe same time, the 
window itself was threatened with destruction, and, I bolievo, was partly moored, but restored in consequence of a 
general outcry against such wilful spoliation ! 

i The chimnryehaA in this gable was the only one existing from which the lantern top could be sketched and 
measured , it still exists, but the work is hsnlly discernible. 

$ 8e« Plato IsVlILj and page 47, Fuoix's Estmylet ijf Getkie Architecture, Second Series. 
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to present that was interesting, that it was not intended at first to give them in 
this work ; but on a visit to Wells, the author was so much pleased with their 
effect,* that this, an additional Plate, was provided to include them and the 
following coats of arms. No. 3 are supposed to be the arms of Bishop Stilling- 
ton, who succeeded Bcckington in the episcopal chair, and in whose time these 
buildings were completed by the executors of the latter : they are, quarterly, 
first and fourth, argent, three blackmoors' heads proper ; second and third, gules, 
on a fesse, between three leopards’ heads, or, three fleurs-de-lis sable. f The 
rebuses, or devices, shewn at No. 2, viz. a fesse between three swans for Richard 
Swan ; the letter II and three sugar loaves for Hugh Sugar ; and a chevron 
between two roses in chief, and a talbot in base, for John Pope or Talbot ; are 
those of Beckington’s three executors. See description of Plate II. 

The Chapel and Library. 

Plate VII. On the right hand is the south elevation towards the Close, 
and on the left, a transverse section looking east. The lower windows, 
it will be seen, are of an earlier date than those above, and this portion of 
the building probably formed part of the original design by Bishop Ralph de 
Salopia ; the Library was added, probably, by Bishop Beekington, as, on the 
bell turret, shewn in Plate XI., is a shield impaling the arms of the united 
see of Bath and Wells with those of Beekington. The windows being 
square-headed, and the parapet adorned with three elegant niches, both of a 
later date in style than the chapel or lower windows, seems to favour this 
supposition ; and it corresponds with others of his works in this city, especially 
the Entrance-Gateway from the Market-place to the Bishop's Palace. This 
Chapel, originally, was entered from the west, as before mentioned (page 3 of 
the *' Historical Account"); and when the gardens were added in front of the 
houses, the door was, most likely, stopped up, as in the west wall a counter- 
arch is discernible in the masonry, and another inserted under the spring of 
one of the windows. In the Section to the left of the Plate is shewn the Altar 
with two niches, one on either side, raised on panelled bases. The east 
window, here shewn, is now blocked up; there is also a window to the east, 
in the Library over; the roof of this room is open to the point of the rafters, 
the ribs being slightly moulded and resting on brackets. 

• Sc* Britton's ritiurnyHt Plate it* psge 7*. where is a riew of the Chapel in the View*' Close, and 

■Lews one of these Porches in perspective. 

t Cfrlimsoo girt* the some irmtti these ss being on the Chapel, with the exception of thu which be 

lias i rroneouslr written /«ui/« ; he does not mention to nbofntbeV beloog.— HiUrn/ oj Smerwtiftirr, col. tii. p. iQ3, 
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Plate VIII. shews at the bottom a Plan of the Chapel, one half of the 
ceiling is dotted in, which is of oak, divided into four compartments by richly 
moulded girders, each divided again into four, which are again subdivided into 
four panels; on the intersections are pateras or bosses, one of which is drawn 
at large at A. Above is the plan of the Library, which communicates with the 
Chapel by a small circular staircase ; one of the quarrels of the windows is 
given one-third full size. 


Plate IX. gives the Door-case and Oak Door at large ; on the tracery 
arc placed four shields, which are so mutilated as to be hardly made out : the 
first, to the left, arms unknown ; on the second are those of the united see of 
Bath and Wells, on the sinister side of the saltier ought to bo shewn two keys 
indorsed ; the third unknown ; on the fourth arc those of Nicholas Bubwith, 
who was bishop of this see in 1407 ; they are a Jesse engrailed, gules, between 
three groups of conjoined holly-Ieaces, four in each, and correspond with those 
on his monumental chapel in the nave of the cathedral :• these arms occur, 
also, in the stained glass of the chapel windows. In the jamb-mouldings are 
pateras to correspond in design with the windows, under one of which this 
door-case is inserted. 

Plate X. contains the Windows of the Chapel and Library to a larger scale ; 
one of the lights of the latter is shewn glazed, the quarrels are like that given, 
one-third the full size, in Plate VIII. ; it also contains details of the same. 

Plate XI. The Bell-Turret at large, in elevation and profile; the shield 
impales the arms of the united see of Bath and Wells ; which are, azure, a 
saltier per saltier, quarterly quartered, or and argent [or the cross of St. 
Andrew, who is the patron-saint of the church of Wells] : on the dexter side 
of the saltier are two keys indorsed, the upper or, the lower argent, and on 
the sinister side, a sword or, charged with a crosier erect, or [these are the 
arms of Bath Abbey] : with those of Bcckington, viz. argent on a fessc 


* Ni<V>la« Dubwilh, bishop of Sorum, nod treasurer of England, was advanced lo this m by the pope, 7th 
October, 1107. He contributed considerably to the N.W. tower of tho Catbodral at Well*, built the Library over the 
eastern cloisters, and a small Chapel leading from tbn cloisters themselves ; which bat, however, wa* soon afterwards 
destroyed : whether this door originally belonged to it may form matter of conjecture, but does not seem unlikely. He 
also constructed a small Chantry Chapel in the nave, wherein, after bis decease, on the 27th October, lift, be wsa 
buried, having appointed three priests to celebrate s daily mass there for the good of his soul. lie also founded an 
Almshouse, near tlie north side of St. Cuthbsrt's Church iu this city, and erected a amall Chapel uj Hath Abbey.— 
BtiTTOM's IVtIU Cathedral, pp. 42 sad 110, 
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azure , between, in chief, three stags' heads caboshed, gules, attired or ; and in 
base three pheons, two and one, sable; a mitre labelled of the fourth.* No. 2 
shews one of the niches at the comer of the parapet, which is very elegantly 
designed, with buttresses, pinnacles, and crockets ; the parapet-mouhlings are 
drawn one-sixth the full size. 

The Common Hall, Entrance-Gateway, and the Chain-Gate. 

Plate XII. is a Ground-plan of the Entrance-Gateway to the Close, on 
the right, which is groined ; from the street are two entrances, a carriage- 
* way and a foot-way, see A B, and one arch leads into the Close. From 
this gateway a door opens to the left into a room E F, which probably 
served as a beer-cellar ; it communicates with the Hall above, by a circular 
staircase out of one of the four arched recesses in the north wall, and with 
the Close by two doors, one on either side of the building projecting to the 
north, which contains the Great Staircase. I is vaulting under the stairs. 
G H is vaulting under the kitchen, which communicates with other offices to the 
west, where we may presume the Bakehouse was situated. Out of the Entrance- 
Gateway, another door opens to the east, into what we may safely presume to 
have been one of the principals’ dwellings, which is the first house of the east 
row, and fronts the street ; the small oriel is situated in the south gable of this 
house. See Plate VI. At C D, under the Tomer, is the Porch leading to the 
Great Staircase, which is richly groined ; the details are given in Plate XXV. to 
a larger scale. To the south is the Chain-Gate, or the Close-Hall-Gate, built by 
Beckington over the road, before described. The centre archway is an oblong 
parallelogram, and is groined similarly to the Entrance-Gateway, except that in 
the centre is a panel containing the Arms of Beckington on a shield, with his 
rebus on each side, which is given at large in Plate XXV. Details of the 
Piers arc given one-eighth the full size, and are referred by letters. References 
to the various rooms, &c., are also engraved on the Plate for convenience. 

Plate XIII. is the First-floor Plan of the same portion: it shews the 
Common Ilall; to the west of which is the Kitchen, &c. ; to the north is the 
Grand Staircase before referred to, it leads from the Close to the Hall, the 
ceiling of which is here shewn. In the Tower, and immediately over the Porch, 
is the Muniment Room, the only entrance to which is from the Hall by a small 
circular staircase E, into a room over the Great Staircase, and out of the other 

* A Journal of ent of tht ittito of Dtthington, bjr XicboU* II arm Nicolai, Eaq-, Barmleroi-Lavr, 1853, p. Lxvii. 
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extremity of this room is another small circular staircase F, leading down to this 
room of safety. A better mode for concealing treasure or documents, and at 
the same time for lodging them in safety, could hardly be imagined. The 
dimensions of this room are 8 ft. square, and it is fitted up with strong presses. 
Immediately opposite the door from the Grand Staircase is one leading to A, 
the Small Lobby, which communicates into the Vicars ' Gallery, B, over the 
Chain-Gate ; at the south end of this Gallery a door opens into a small irregular 
Anteroom, out of which a staircase leads direct south, into that by which the 
Chapter-House is ascended from the north transept of the- Cathedral ; thereby 
always ensuring a dry walk for the Vicars Choral when required to perform . 
divine service. Various details of this plan are given one-eighth the full size, 
some one-fourth the full size, and arc referred by letter. References to the 
various rooms are engraved on the Plate for convenience. 

Plate XIV. shews the South Elevation of the Hall and F.ntrance-Gateway, 
together with a section taken transversely across the Chain-Gate and the Vicars' 
Gallery. It will be seen that part of the original design by Ralph of Shrews- 
bury can still be discovered in the lancet-headed window of two lights, divided 
by a heavy mullion and transom. The style is quite at variance with the Oriel 
Window and the Entrance-Gateway, the former being quite of a late period of 
the Tudor, and the latter not much older. 

Plate XV. gives an Elevation Section and details of the South Oriel 
Window in the Hall over the Entrance-Gateway, shewn in the preceding Plate. 
There are two of these windows, situated opposite each other at the east end of 
the Hall, and must have been inserted after the buildings were completed, as 
may be seen by the manner in which this one cuts into the buttress to the 
right. On the wall inside is a shield in stone, hearing the arms of the see of 
Wells, and the name of Hull'S ^JomCtCI 1 ; by whom, probably, these windows 
and the fireplace, together with the napkin or scroll-panelling round the Hall, 
were added. 

Plate XVI. gives a Plan of this window, one half of the Interior Eleva- 
tion, and one half of the Soffit in section, together with different details referred 
by letter to Plate XV. and this. 

Plate XVII.- XVIII. A double Plate ; shews, in the centre, a Transverse 
Section of the Hall through the Oriel Windows and Entrance-Gateway, looking 
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west. To the left is the east elevation of the Chain-Gate and Vicars’ Gallery, 
which is a beautiful and unique specimen of good taste. It is thought by some, 
that Beckington, by whose munificence this valuable addition was made to the 
Vicars’ Close, was his own architect, and that he acquired his knowledge from 
William of Wickham ; which is not improbable, he having been patronised by 
that distinguished prelate, and of whose College at Oxford he was a fellow. 
It is of the Perpendicular or Tudor Style, before it acquired that excess of 
ornament observable in many buildings of the subsequent periods. On the 
west side the elevation is regular, and one of the niches contains a statue of 
St. Andrew : whom the two shewn in this elevation represent is not known, as 
they are so much decayed. To the right of the Hall is an elevation of the 
Tower and Great Staircase; the details of the lower square-headed windows 
are given at N, in Plate XIII. 

Plate XIX. shews one of the compartments of the Vicars’ Gallery over the 
centre archway of the Chain-Gate. The two lights of this window, which are 
divided by a canopied niche, form two distinct windows inside. A plan of the 
jamb is given in Plate XIII., one-eighth the full size, at K : other details are 
shewn on this Plate, and are referred by letters. In the string-course under the 
window are, alternately, parts of Beckington’s arms, viz. a pheon in the centre, 
and two stags’ heads, one on each side ; and an angel displaying a scroll. The 
two angels bearing a mitre, with the labels displayed, complete his armorial 
bearings ; they support a pinnacle, which is exactly over the centre of the 
arch below. 

Plate XX. is the North Elevation of the Hall towards the Close, and a 
transverse section of the Great Staircase, with the Passage-room to the muniment 
room over. At the top of the stairs is the door into the Hall. 

Plate XXI. One of the Windows before alluded to, as being of an earlier 
date than the rest of the Hall, is given in this Plate. To the right is the 
interior elevation, as seen in Plate XXII. ; and to the left the exterior elevation, 
as seen in Plates XIV. and XX. : details arc given to a larger scale. 

Plate XXII. shews a Longitudinal Section of the Hall and Kitchen, the 
rooms under, and the Entrance-Gateway. In the Hall, the south Oriel Window, 
the fireplace, and the entrance into the small lobby, are seen. To the right of 
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the fireplace is one of the windows shewn in Plate XXI., out of the jamb of 
which a pulpit, for grace at meal-time, opens to the Hall by a small square 
opening over the fireplace. A strict observance of grace was enjoined in one 
of the injunctions laid down by the king, to the ctTect “ Chat every Vicar 
dining in the Common Hall shall tarry Grace it is as follows : " ftCIH, That 
none of the Vicars of the said new' Close sitting in the Common Hall of the 
same att the time of Dinner or Supper shall not by any manner of means from 
henceforth depart from Dinner or Supper before Grace be said after Dinner 
and Supper without Licence first desired and obteined of the Principalis of the 
same new Close, if they bee att Dinner and Supper, and in their absence of 
them which shall supply their Room under paine of iiijrf. to be paid and applyed 
to the use of the aforesaid Close as often as he shall be found negligent, and 
faulty in this behalfe.”* 

Plate XXIII. shews the Fireplace and the Iron Firedogs to a larger scale, 
with details of the same referred by letter. These are of a late style, but the 
fireplace has good mouldings in the jamb and mantel-shelf ; on which latter is 
the scroll described in page 8, bearing an inscription which solicits the prayers 
of the vicars in favour of Sir Richard Pomroy, and expresses solicitude for the 
safety of his soul. The five shields are thus emblazoned : the first, to the left, 
five bars or and azure, three escalop shells in chief, gules, charged with a 
demi-horse issuant rampant, argent : the second arc Bishop Beckiugton's arms, 
which are, argent on a fesse azure, between, in chief, three stags’ heads 
caboshed, gules, attired or, and in base three pheons, two and one, sable, a 
mitre labelled of the fourth : the third arc the royal arms, as borne by Henry V. 
and the subsequent sovereigns of England down to Queen Elizabeth, which arc 
quarterly quartered, first and fourth azure, three fleurs-de-lis, two and one, or; 
second and third, gules, three lions gurdant, passant, in pale or; the fourth are 
the arms of the united see of Bath and Wells, which are, azure, a saltier per 
saltier, quarterly quartered, or and argent, with two keys endorsed, the upper 
or, the lower argent, on the dexter side of the saltier ; and a sword or, on the 
sinister side, both erect, charged with a crozier, erect, or: the fifth are those 
of Pomroy, which are, argent, a lion rampant, or, within a bordure engrailed 
azure. 


• The StssthM and Charter of Clou Hall, p. tfi, MS. 
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Plate XXIV. is a Transverse Section from S. to N. of the Hall, looking 
W. cut through the Small Lobby (which leads into the Vicars’ Gallery over the 
Chain-Gate) and the doors. To the north of the Hall is the Great Staircase, 
over which is the Passage-room to the Muniment-room, and the Porch, over 
which is the Muniment-room. Even with the floor of the passage-room, and 
communicating with it by a doorway on one side, which, in this section, is 
shewn dotted, is a small room 8 ft. square, in the tower : these two rooms may 
have served as bed-room and living-room for the Receiver, who was an officer 
chosen by the principals, annually, upon the feast of St. Matthew the Apostle. 
The roof over the living-room, which is of oak, is very elegant, being divided, 
by five richly moulded ribs, into four compartments ; the ribs rest on a 
bracketed cornice, above which is a panelled parapet ; there are cross-braces 
in each compartment, and the purlins are canted on the inside angles. A trans- 
verse section of this roof, shewing its construction, is seen in Plate XX. 

Plate XXV. contains various details before referred to. At the top of the 
Plate are two panels ; that to the left, which contains Bishop Beckington’s arms 
supported by two angels, and a large scroll underneath, is under the east 
window of the small lobby, or anteroom, shewn in Plate XVII.— XVIII. ; and 
that to the right is in the centre of the groining of tho Chain-Gate, and is seen 
in Plate XIII. : it also contains his arms, supported on each side by his rebus, 
a flaming beacon on a cask, or ton, making beacon-ton.* At the bottom of the 
Plate is the plan of the groining of the Porch which leads from the Close into 
the great staircase under the tower, with the curve of the arch, a section of the 
ribs, and five of the bosses at large. The rest arc different specimens of the 
top of the panelling round the Hall, one-fourth the full size. 


* " A lUatim (w» know) u so called from knrouing, that is, making signs, or giving notice to tho next Dran>n. This 
bright Bcecm doth nod, and give hints of bcnntr to future ages ; but, it is to ho f* ared, it frill b« long before bis signs 
will b* obserred, understood, imitated.” — F cllkr's TTrrthisi of Somenettkirt, p. $82. 
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GREAT CHALFIELD, WILTSHIRE. 


Great, or East Chalfield,* is a small parish in the hundred of Brad* 
ford, Wiltshire, situate between the towns of Bradford and Melksham, and 
about four miles from each. It is supposed to have been an outpost of the 
Romans, guarding a road of communication which crossed the main road 
from the camp on Kingsdown, near Bath, to the station, Verlucio, and the 
camp on Rotauluway Hill, near Devizes, and thcnco to have derived its 
name — Ciialdefeld, implying the seat or post on the line of passage lead- 
ing to the heights: Cal meaning an eminence — the A being inserted by the 
Savons to soften the c hard ; ed, a seat or post ; and feld, the passage. \ Little 
or nothing remains, however, of the original fortifications; but the straight 
line of the road can still be traced along the flat, running, in its northerly 
direction, into the Fosseway, which entered Bath from the north-east. 

* It is also written CiiitnVctclB. — Collhoom's Hi it cry of Semerutihirt, Vot. iii. p. 994. — I Ioann's 

History of Modem H’ilufiirs, Hundred tf Hrttetkury, p. 13. C^alUritlB, CbalStltf, CfeattStto. — Old MS. in tA* 

of William Waldhoh, Eaq., of Lipiat, H'lit*. 

♦ For Uiia communication lb* Author ia indebted to the IUt. J. Skinner, of Camertoa, Somerwt, who is wall runted 
in Belgic, liritisL, and Horn no Antiquities. 
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In Domesday Book it is thus noticed under EHlUtStblrf ; — 

“ XXV. Terra Erkvlfi db Herding. Itse Er. ten. Caldefelle. Wallef. 
tennit T. R. E. 7 geM. p. II. hid 7 dim. Tra. e. II. car. De ca. c in dhio. I liida. 7 dim. 
7 ibi. I. car. cu. 1. servo. 7 fill. bord. Ibi dim molih. redd XVII. deli 7 VI. ic. • jili. 7 VI. 
ao silute 7 VIII. if:, pastunc. Valinit IIII. lib. Modo. L. solid.’* 

“ Ipse Er. tefi. in end. villa tantd tree p nno 01. Godvin tsnuu T. R. E. Ibi tantd habet 
<|tu in supiori etinet 7 trtui apjiciaf.’*'t' 

In Edward the First’s days, the Manor of Great Chalfield was a whole knight’s 
fee, and was held by knight’s service, by one Sir William Rous, of the Earl of 
Salisbury, as part of the honour of Trowbridge (which honour belonged to the 
duchy of Lancaster), free from all services and demands ; and, by virtue of this 
manor, Rous and the Lords of Chalfield, for the time being, were constables of 
Trowbridge Castle. J To this office belonged a place in Trowbridge called the 
Logge Place, afterwards the site of a garden called the Logge Plot. Great Chal- 
field afterwards came into the possession of a family of the name of Percy, 
which, from the anus shewn in Plate VI. Ecclesiastical Architecture, viz. azure, 
five fusils in fesse or,§ must have been a younger branch of that of VVilliam de 
Percy, a Norman chieftain, who accompanied William the Conqueror into Eng- 
land, and left four sons and two daughters. He was succeeded by his eldest 
son, Alan de Percy, sumamed the Great, who was succeeded by his eldest son, 
William de Percy, at whose decease the eldest branch of the first race became 
extinct in the male line, and his whole inheritance devolved upon his two 
daughters, Maud and Agnes ; by which circumstance, and the marriage of the 
latter (the former dying sine prole) with Jocelinc Barbatus, the ancient Percy 
arms were lost, although the surname was retained. 


• Diimeiday Book, 70 A. 

♦ Thw rotor* to Lrm# or Win Chaimri d. 

) Old /US. in (hr fx*uui#H if/* William Wunaov, Eaip, of Ijpuit . H In the Hit of King Steuben, when Mnud M 
" daughter to King Henry I. (commonly called .Mand the Krnprrsa), landed in Knginnd with her brother Robert," 
“ earl of Gloucester, Humphrey de llohun, at the (notation of Milo, earl of Hereford, bis wife's father, fortified hi* ” 
" Town of Trvbrfffr, again*! King Stephan, in aueli aortaa that it was impregnable." — Duo Data's Barnnag r, Vol. i. >?!>- 

$ The** were the ancient arm* of ^Pcrrp, until Apnea, daughter and coheir*** of William TVrcy, married Joceline, 
younger con of Godfrey llarbatu*, dak* of Lower Lorain and count of Brabant. Her lodyahip would not consent of 
this great alliance unices Joceline would adopt either the surname or the arms of Percy ; the former of which be 
accordingly assumed, and retained hi* own pntemal coat in order to perpetual* his claim to the principality of hia father, 
should thn older line of the reigning duke at any period become extinct. Tho matter in thus aimed in the great 
old pedigree a* Sion House ; “ The autient arms of Hainault this lord Joceline retained, and gave hi* children the 
surname of Percy,” who aAerward* became Dukes of Northninberliind. — Bunaa's Patraga and Rirc-nttag*, Vol, ii. 
p. f41. London, 183*. So#, also, Gocnii'a A'rpu/f hr al Remains, Vol, i. Part xcr. Drau.'s Aatiyaitu* of York, 
Plate at p. .VV>, which arc tho arms drawn by acme curious person from tbe windows of the Cathedral and Cluj ter HoUko, 
in a,o. 1641, moat of which wens exUtiug when Drake wrote. 
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In a MS. now in the possession of William Waldron, Esq., relating to Great 
Chalfield, there is a pedigree given of the Percys, Knightt of Great Chalfield, 
but which does not trace the lineage further back than circa a.d. 1180. In 
the former part of it are extracts from a Mr. Dickenson's Vellum Book,* and 
run thus : “ Here the booke goes on again in another place, and says, y 1 y* ” 
" above S' Williamf an Agnes dyed ; after whose death y* s J second son. S’ Harry," 
“ son of y' s J Will: & Agnes, entered on y’ Man' of Chaldfield, & y' other Man",” 
" as son and heir to the said William, who took to wife Eve, daughter of” 
" John Gifford, Lord of Broughton Gifford, in Wiltshire, who had S' Roger,” 
"S' Walter, & S' William, Knights, and Juhan; the said S' Walter, S'” 
" William, and Juhan, dyed without issue, and Eve dyed, after whose decease ” 
" the said S' Roger entered on y* Man” at Chaldefeld and elsewhere, as son ” 
“ and heir of the S' Harry, who took to wife Dorothey Ryvers, Lord of Burgatc,” 
“ in Southamptonshire.” 

" Sir Roger and Dorothey had issue S' Harry Percy, Knight the third, John,” 
“ and Emmot ; y‘ s' John and Emmot dyed without issue ; the said Roger ” 
" and Dorothey dyed ; and, after their decease, y* said Sir Harry Percy the ” 
“ third, as son and heir of the said Sir Roger, entered upon all tho Man”, &c.,” 
“ who toke to wife Alianore, daughter of Sir Walter Skydmore, Knight, Lord of” 
" Upton Skydmore (in a.d. 1301), in Wiltshire, y - s'* S' Harry & Alianore had” 
" Issue a daughter called Beatrice, and none other child. Y* said Alian" ” 
" dyed ; S' Harry, y* son of Sir Roger, overlived, who took to a second ” 
“ wife, Constance, bedfellow St cousin to Master Robert Wayvile, J Bishop of” 
“ Salisbury, born to no arms nor lands, w* S' Harry gave his estate at Chald-” 
“ fold, to Constance, for life, and some grant likewise to y* Bishop.” “ But ’’ 
" Constance, marrying a second husband,§ and proving very naughty. Sc by y’ ” 
“ w**, with too great concessions of her first husband, long and expensive suits” 
“ arose about the Manor of Chaldfield ; but, at length, about 24. Hen. 6.,” 


* Original MS. at Manic* (rnllum), in 174-1, contained charter* anti grant* relating to twanty-eight poriabM. 
Mr. Waldron made inquiries about it, but luisaccMifulIj, and vuppomta tb*t it i* now in the poMwsion of a family of 
tit* name of Mardaont. 

f Thia Wituta or. Pian ns CnADurtLD wtia bring in tba time of Richard [,— Rctuli Curia Regii, Vol. L 
p, 245 ; also, at p. 24ft, wh*rw it ia written Kttnmui; also, pp. 288, 324, 

| llishop of Saliabury from a.d. 1S$0, to 1375. 

$ Constance, widow of Sir Henry Parer, muat bare married Henry de la Rivera; since, front A.l». 1104, to 
a.d. 1419, according to the Reciter at Saliibury, the patroneM of Groat Chalfield waa “ Constantin, nuper uxor Henrici 
de b Ryfor." 

E 
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" Thomas Trapencll recovered the greatest part, and afterwards y' whole,” 
“ except y' Constablcship of Trowbrige Castle, W* of right belonged to y* ” 
“ Man’ of East Chaldficld.” 

In the time of Edward III., Phillip JFitzwaryn held the Manors of Chalfield 
and Trowbridge, and in that year granted a part to the court of Edyngton.* 

The next person whom we find patron of the living at East Chaldfcld is 
“ Wilt “ Rous, Armiger, " \ who was Chamberlain to King Ilenry VI. in virtue of 
the Manor of Imber ; but that he was ever lawful possessor, of the Manor of 
Great Chalfield, does not appear very probable, since Little or West Chalfield 
belonged to his family ; and in the MS. so often referred to, we find the follow- 
ing passage: “ In y* 4th of Hen. 6., concerning the Constableship of Trow-’* 
“ bridge Castle, a dispute arose betwixt y* Duke of Glousester and y* Bishop ” 
“ of Winchester, Cardinal of England, & others. Feoffees to y’ Duke of Lan- ” 
“caster, of w’ h dutchy Trowbridge was parcell — Rouse, L' of Chauficld,” 
" claimed y* same offico as appurt. to his Man’, and was supported by y’ Duke ” 
“ Glosester, who brought his Serv" and Foresters from Pcwsham and Black- ” 
“ more forests, and defended Rous's possess" at Chaufield, and y* office of” 
“ Constable. Y - s d Duke and Rouse went w“ a great Retinue (to) y* Parleam 1 ” 
“ at Lincoln, w“ w** y* Cardinal was much offended. At length Rous was ” 
“ forced to quit y‘ office, and others by y‘ Duke of Lancaster placed, tho’ Rous " 
“ &, after him, Trapnell sued and made greet intrest for the office, cou'd never” 
“ attain, notwithstanding they deemed it their inheritance." 

Probably Rous held Great Chalfield under Constance, who was life-interested 
in it as widow of the last Sir Henry Percy, and may have been obliged to render 
up the possession to Thomas Tropenell at her death, or soon afterwards, which 
must have taken place between 1419 and 1425. He was Lord of Imber, and 
patron of that living from 1414 to 1435. In 16th Henry VI., 1438, by a fine 
levied, he sold the Manor of Imber and Winterbourne Lymington, with the 


* He was patron of tho living in 1361, — ace die Regular at Salisbury, given at page 33, anil in the 40th of Edward 
III. (1366), bo, and his wife, Constance, granted a part of the Manor* of Cbm Idftid and Tronbrogg, in Witts, " Rsclori If 
Fr'ibns Damnt dt Eduntmu u — Seo Callendaritrm Intuit' post mortem, YoL ii. p. '217. In a document in the Duchy of 
Lancaster office, under ** ftnwnnhis aid granted 1* the King to marry the daughter of Henry IV.,** is tho following : — “ Do 
Ddo do Chsldfolti pro uno feedo in Chaldfcild XX 1 .** 

f In Hoaaa’s Modern iriHsA/rv, ho ia mentioned M haring resided latterly (he died Aug. 19, 30 Iienry VL, and 
vr*a buried at tho church of Groyfrisra, London, by tho name of William Rum of Emrner, in co. WUr a. Esq.) of Eoat 
Chalfield, which be hold under tho Earl of Sonun. But this must be a mistake, m wo find, in 141], John Ho us of 
I mm err, patron of tho chspal at Chaldrfeld (meaning West, or Littlo Chaldofeld), as the name of Philip I.yo, tho 
ecdeamtic, provoa.— So* tho Extract of tbo Register of Salisbury, given at p. 33. 
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advowson of the Free Chapel at Imber, and half the Manor of Folke, with the 
advowson in Dorset, to Walter, Lord Hungerford, for an annuity to be paid for 
his life.* 

The following is the pedigree of the Family of Tropenell, as given in the 
MS. before referred to, which the author has preferred embodying into the 
historical matter, rather than giving it as an Appendix, since it will the better 
serve to shew the manner in which the estate passed into the different families, 
either by marriage of the heiress or by purchase : 

" This is the pedigree of the name and blood of Tropenelles contained” 
“ w“in y' shire of Wiltshire, Long before y‘ time that no mind renueth, &” 
" before y" conquest, unto the making y‘ book never change’d, one S' Osbert" 
“ Tropenell, Knight, before the time y‘ no mind reneweth, was Lord of" 
“ the whole Lordship of Sapwortli, with y' Lawday and the patronage of” 
“ y‘ Same in the County of Wiltshire, w' h other, and had Issue two Sons, ” 
" S' James, a knight, ft Walter, The said S' Osbert gave to y" said Walter," 
" parcel of his Lands in Sapwortli, & all his Lands fk tenants he had in much ” 
“ Sherston, Litle Shcrston, Whadden by Jvy Church Sc Combe, and deyed. ” 
“ S' James had issue Daughters, Margarete and Luce, which parted y* said” 
“ Lordship, Margarete had half with the Patronage, and Lucy had other half" 
“ with y* Lawday; Margarete took to husband, Hugh Paruns, w rt , both by” 
“ several deeds appointed apart. Anno dno 12C0, gave her part by y’ name of” 
“ her Mannor and Church of Sapworth, unto the house of Monk on Farley,” 
“ and dye’d. Lucy took to husband S' Leonard Mantrvers, Knight, Lord of” 
“ Somerford Mantvers, and had Issue together, John Mantvers, which had the" 
“ keeping of y' King Edw d to his death, which John gave apart of his Lands" 
“ he had in Sapworth unto y" house of Monkton Farley, keeping in his own ” 
“ hands the Lawday w* all the remnant thereof ; the said Walter Tropenell, " 
“the second son, took to wife Catherine, daughter of S' William Percy ,t” 
“ Sister to S' Harry Percy Knights Lords of Much Chaldefeld, otherwise called " 
“ East Chaldefeld, & had Issue together a son, Philipp, and a daughter, Galiana. " 
“ The said Walter gave his Lands he had in Sapworth to Galiana in marriage ; ” 
" and she, about Anno dno y* year 1207, in her Widowhood, gave the same” 

• It appears, also, that be lmd, two years before granted all hia right in Imber. couth part, lo the Coart of 

Edyngfrxn.— Hotni't Mmirrn WHtthirt, flundrfj of IftvUtbury.p. 161 . 

t TUu marriage is shewn by the arms on the eerven in the church (eoe No. 1, Plata VI. Errletiutiral ArchiJtslurr): 
rh. on the deiter aide of the shield gn. a fcue <rr., engrailed and powdwed with fnmme, between lliroc griffin*' beads 
enuwd *f the tarn*, two and one (sometime* they are placed oat aod two, m« Plata VI.), for TruptntU ; on the nituter side 
as. fire fusil* in fcaoe or, for Perry. 
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" Lands unto the house of Monktonffarley : the said Philipp Tropenell took to ” 
“ wife Isawdc daughter to Richard Cotell • Lord of Cotells Atteward, other- ” 
“ wise Little Atteward, and had Issue by her, two Sons, Roger Tropenell and ’’ 
“John Tropenell, the said Philipp parted his Lands, and ordained to his” 
“ eldest Son, Roger, all his lands & tenants he had in Whaddcn & Combe ; ” 
“ and all his lands and ten” he had in Much Sherstone & Little Shcrstone, " 
“ he gave to his second Son, John Tropenell, Roger took to wife Christian,” 
“ daughter to S' John Rous.f Lord of Immer, and had Issue together, ” 
“ John Tropenell, which took to wife Agnes daughter to James Lye, Lord” 
“of Liniford and had Issue together Harry Tropenell who took to wife” 
“ Edeth daughter to Walter Roche J and younger Bro' to S' John Roche, ” 
“ Knight, sones to John the Roche of Bromeham, Wiltshire, Harry & Edeth " 
“ had Issue together, Thomas Tropenell, Esq\ which had the Liverys of King” 
“ Harry y* 6th Sc K. Edward y' 4th Lords of the said Much Chaldefeild, wh* ” 
“ Thomas Tropenell took to wife Margarcte, daughter to William Ludlow,}” 

• Patron of Attowortli, a.o. 1*98. — See Si» Thomas Pijii.cih*’s lutfitutious in H'ilttbire, p. 1. 

t This marriage is shewn on the next shield : ri*. yn tlio drjtir aide, tbe Tropemll arms, ud, on the t inuttr aide, 
impaled us. ud g*. three boos rum pint argtnl, powdered with ermine, armed with gtiiei, for ileus, There is an nltar- 
tocub. of good workmanship, in a chantry, formerly belonging to the Tropenell*, at the north aide of the church at 
Corsbsm, under which Roger Tropenell ud hit wife tie buried. It It, to d«aige, very similar to that a hewn in 
Plata VIII., EccUtiatlic-tl Aixhitnetnrt, bat imnller. Two aides of it ora aeon, thn other two bring placed aguinat the 
north and east wall*; the south aide boa three quatrefoili. in which are aa tuuay ubloiig shields, with a mantle falling over 
at lop and bottom. The shield* are slightly curved. The centre one, on the sooth aide, bears the TreptatH ami flew 
arms impaled in one ; tba left bud (the heraldic deiter) bears the Tmpnrli arms, and tba right (thn heraldic rinutrr) lus 
the Ravi arms. The west end boa one quatrefoil, in which i* a shield, similar to the others, bearing the Until arms. 
The east eod must hare been ornamented, ud probably hud the TrepmeU arms. The north aide seems anver to hare 
been ornamenu-d, but design*! to abut against the wall. 

} This marriage is shewn on the soma screen, at No. 5, an the same plate: viz. on the dexter aide of the shield, the 
Troptnall arms as before, ud, the ii/iiitrr side, at. three roaches cr., within a bordure cr, for Raeke. 

$ lhi» marriage is also shewn on the same, at No. 4 : riz. as before, on the dexter aide the TrapamU arms, and on 
the liniilrr, or. a chevron s>. between three lieora' head* erased of the seme, for l.udiam of Hill Dererill. Sir Rickard Coil 
floor# give* the latter, in hi* JliUary ef M e d i n a ll'ilrihire, among the arm* of the families in the Hundred of Hrytabury, 
and also tfco same, but murtinj' instead of bmrt* hcuiis in another page. In the pedigree there given of Ludlow, 
tbe fourth daughter of ff'iftiam Ludloti , the first of that name, as of Hill Davrilt, marries Tkamui Trmpjull, or Tropenell, 
of Chavile, co. Wilts, Esq. The Christian name of this lady is not mentioned ; but it must have been .fgnei, and not 
Mergarri, since Margaret, who was the eldest daughter, married H’iMiuw Sanitii, ud at a court held at Coraliam " upon" 
" thn Morrow of Saint Uortholomew tlio Apostle, in the Pee/ of the reign of King Henry, the truth after" 

“ the Conquest, coma Tliomas Tropenell, who holds of the Lord to Lira ud bis Heirs, according to tbe custom of the " 
" mufior, &c. Oue Mesa* ud one Yard Loud, with the sppurta in Keaton called le Eyres, and surrendered into the" 
“ hand* of Uie Lord tbe Messuage ud Yard Ijuid aforea 4 , with the appurta, to the use of himot-lf and Agnn lii* wife, " 
14 Robert Hangerfoni, Knight, end Robert llangerford. Esq." (their Attorneys). This mint bare been on his marriage, 
as be was admitted tenant to the same Messuage “ At a court held there on Monday next after tlio feast of the Body of" 
*' Christ, in tbe ritteewrfc Year of the Reign of King Henry, tlio Sixth after the Conquest," which m«iu to have been 
bis first purchase, for which he paid *' to the Lord for a Hereiot, |* *billiuga, according to the antient custom," ud 
“ for a Fm IS shilling! and 4 pence.” — Cujirrt of Court Rail and Surnnderi of Landi, Sc., in Corsham, in lAr Mine MS. 
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" Lord of Hill Deverell. In the last year of Edward IV. Mr. Tho' Tropenell, ” 
“ of East C'halfield, was Using, which was in y' year 1*83, who probably lived ” 
“ many years after.”* Here the author imagines the pedigree to be incomplete, 
as the Thomas Tropenell who married the fourth daughter of William Ludlow, 
butler to the kings, Henry IV., V., and VI., must have been the projector of 
the Manor-House at Great Chalfield, and had livery of the estate from King 
Henry VI. and King Edward IV. He recovered it, after infinite litigation, in 
the 24th year of the reign of Henry VI., a.d. 1446 ; whereas the Thomas Tropc- 
nell, who was father to Jane married to Mr. John Eyre, we find patron of the 
living, a.d. 1535, eighty-nine years afterwards, which would make him about 
one hundred and fifty years of age ; in 1526, a John, and in 1528, a Thomas, 
presented to the living ; both of whom must have been sons to Thomas who 
married Miss Ludlow. The former must have been the elder, and died sine 
prole, and the latter must have been father to Jane, married to Mr. John Eyre, 
who jointly presented to the living in 1555. Thomas married Elianore, daughter 
of Thomas Englcfield, of Engleficld, knight, f and “ had issue together, two sons, ” 
" Humphrey and Christopher, and two daughters, Anne and Mary. John Trope-” 
“ nell of Sherstone (this is second son to Philip Tropenell) had issue, John and ” 
“ Agnes, wedded to Thomas Ivy, Lord of Sherstone, which had Issue together” 
" John Ive, otherwise named himself John Trapnell, and Harry a younger son.” 
“ But Tho* leaving behind him Issue, only one Son & two daughters, the son,” 
“ beiug at Mans estate dyed by an unfortunate accident as he was hunting : he” 
“ put a pair of dog couples over his head, persued his sport, &, leaping over a" 
“ hedge, the end of the dogg couple, w'* hung at his back, took hold of a” 
“bough, kept him from ground untill he was strangled. His two sisters," 
“Ann & Mary, coheirs, the eldest married Mr. John Eyre, the other, Mr.” 
“ Young, of Little Dunford.J in the County of Wilts, w' k estate went to the ” 
“ Youngs by y’ marryage. Mr. Eyre, by y' eldest sister, had a son, William," 
“ and six daughtcrs.§ The eldest daughter marryed Mr. Green, of Milton in ” 
“ Somersetshire ; another, Mr. Beausham, of Cottles, in y' parish of Attward, ” 

* He died a.d. 1490 , *u feoffee to Robert, Lord Ilungerford, a.d. 1487 ; and bad a non named Cbnatofer.— 
See Sib Thomas PitiLurr'a Jatlitutieiai in Wiluhrre, pp. 170, 171. 

f See pedigree of Tliotaaa Englefeld, at p. 85, Pb. 9, In CdUft of Arms, which varioa much from thia MS.; 
M Thamat tk TnfratUt or., who married fciwmon Eu gltfmU, had /Mr daughter* : ait. Anna, smt. to Ayrrt, of 
Wilukirt ; Elizabeth, mar. to IF", Gpnu-, yoman ; Mary, mar. to John Yoetngt, of' H'Utthire, and Elea mure, mar. to Andrrv 
BUrkmor, yoman, and only otw MB, rii, Gilt* <U TropntlU, who d ini you nge. 

t In a pedigree vf Youoge, of Dornefuvd, thia marriage it given ; but Fgufinl Trap nr II At Chav/ieU, and not Thomot, 
ia given at the name of the father of Mary. Thia, however, moat be a miatake ; aa the pedigree of Eoglefeehl, cited 
above, clearly abews it ia the aame p« recta. — See 1. C. *S, MP. ia Colley of Arm. 

j In Bvxea'e Hid or a of the tWocnin of Greet .Britain, four daughter* only are mentioned. 
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" or Attford, in Wilts; Mr. Scroope, of Castle Combe, another; one other to” 
*' Mr. Burdct, a family in Berks ; one to Mr. Dantsey, in Gloucestershire ; one ” 
“ to Mr. Quintine, of Corton, in Hilmarton parish, Wilts- The son, afterwards ” 
" S' William, marryd Anne, daughter of S' F.dw' 1 Bainton, of Bromeham, ” 
“ Wilts', by whome he had three sonnes, John, afterwards S' John, Edw'*, &” 
“ William, afterw" S' Edw - & S' William. S' John had Chaldfield, and dyed,” 
" leaving no Issue. Edward, the second son, dyed unmarrycd. S' W“ his ” 
" youngest son, had Nestone, w efc S' W" left one son, William,* whose Issue male” 
“ failing, y' Estate Nestone came to his daughter, M" Jane Eyre, who marryd” 
“ S' John Hanham, Bart'., of Wymboum, Dorsetshire, who inherited Great ” 
" Chalfield, Nestone, &c. & sold Chalfield to M'. Hall. S' W“ Eyre of Chal- ” 
" field, after y* death of Anne, his first wife, marryd y' daughter of Alderman ” 
" Jackson, of London, by whome he had two sons, Robert & Henry. To ” 
" Robert he gave Little Chaldfield, or West Chaldfield, lately sold to M' Baynton,” 
“ who left it to his youngest son, Thos. Baynton ; & Mr. Thos. Baynton’s wife ” 
“ had a daughter by M' Hall : he gave her all his estate ; and this lady marryd ” 
“ y* marquis of Dorset, f was mother to the last duke of Kingston, who sold ” 
“ Great Chalfield to Neale. J Ho had also three daughters, Anne, Lucie, & ” 
“ Olive. Anne married Jn°, eldest son of S' Walter Long, of Draycut, Bar'; ” 
" Lucie marry ’d W“. Stafford, of Marlewood, in Gloucestershire, Esq. Olive ” 
“ dyed unmarried, 1695.” 

“ Sts leafs from titts, mankfnb bo brop atop,” 

“ fto sonnes of mortals Brunsl) anb beta® 

“ SHbat mortals bails, time bors in UubbtsEi lap,” 

“ Sts fairs bt«»t p bestfnire obrp.” 

William Percy and Agnes, the first mentioned in the pedigree of Percy, must 
have had a daughter, Catherine, who married Walter Tropenell, second son of 


* In 14th of Charles the 1st (1638), the manor and the patronage of the church at Great Chatejitld, wa» a whole 
knight’s fee, annexed to the Duchy of Lancaster, and wm bold by Richard Gurnard, and the heir of Sir William Kyra, 
together with the con stab Whip of Troubridge Costlo : and then conMbted of a iboueand acres of land in Chalfield, Holt, 
and I.ynefford , — An Aetomnt of tho Knigktj’ Foot, and Kart* of Fm, i« tho Com nty of omntxod to the Duchy if LancasUr 

lioil in (ha Ducky of 1-aneatter Offiet. 

t Thii ought to be Derchrifer, son of Erelyn Pierrepoint, fifth Earl of Kingston, created Marquis of Dorchester, l?06, by 
Quean Anne, and Duke of Kingston, by Georg* 1., which title became extinct upon the d«*th of Erdyn, then Duke of 
Kingston, 23d September, 1773, wbo ‘‘must have married the daughter of Mr. Hall by (be wife of Tbo*. Bayutun." — 
See Di-cuALt'a Engiuk Peerage, »ol. 1L pp. 18, 19, Extinct Peerage, London, 1790. Also IU<nsit'a Extinct and Dormant 
Peerage, p. 420. 

2 Robert Neale, Ksq., of Shaw House, near Melktham, Wilts, was • descendant of the O 'Neeles, dukes of Tyrone, 
Ireland.— See tbo Pedigree, D, 6. 14. it Cefibge of Arm ; also, Kia ting's llittory of Inland. 
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Sir Osbert Tropenell, Knight. As, in the pedigree of the Tropenells, “ the said 
“ Walter, the second son, took to wife Catherine, daughter of S' William Percy,” 
“ sister to Sir Harry Percy, Knights, Lords of Much Chaldefeld, otherwise called ” 
" East Chaldefeld,” and by this marriage and the failure of male issue to Sir Harry 
Percy, the third knight of that name, the estate, after much litigation, was re- 
covered by Thomas Tropenell, Esq.,* who married Agnes, fourth daughter of 
William Ludlow, Lord of Hill Deverell, and who by the arms now existing on 
a shield in the roof of the noble banqueting hall at Great Chalficld, shewn in 
Plate XIX., which arc those of Ludlow of Hill Deverell, as also by those on 
the clegaut stone screen in the church, shewn at No. 4, Plate VI., must have 
been the projector of The Manor-House at Great Cualfield, which is the 
immediate subject of research ; and than which there cannot be found a more 
interesting example of Domestic Gothic Architecture. 

Thomas Tropenell, and Agnes, his wife, lie buried under a magnificent altar- 
tomb, in a chantry, formerly belonging to his family, in Corsham church, Wilts,f 
which is shewn in Plate VIII., Ecclesiastical Architecture, on which the Trope- 
nclle and Ludlow arms appear, together with the motto which he seems to have 
adopted : viz. It jOUff tpra bcllttlttut, which we also find on the ceiling of the 
hall at Great Chalficld in various places, and introduced in various ways (see 
Plates XIX. and XX.), but always with the representation of a yoke, such as 
was formerly used for oxen, forming the nominative case to the verb tyra. 
Whether this was expressive of the tenure under which he held the manor, or 
whether it applied to politics, or to agricultural pursuits, is not easy, at this 
remote period, to determine ; but it proved sadly prophetic of the melancholy 
manner in which his race became extinct, in less than a century afterwards, as 
mentioned in the pedigree above cited. 

The author has to regret the absence of any kind of document as to the real 
date of the erection of the building, beyond those he has given ; which, how- 
ever, sufficiently warrant him in ascribing it to the latter end of the reign of 
Henry the Sixth. Since then, nothing has been added to its beauties. The 
long range of offices to the right, and the bams, seem to have been built in 
Queen Elizabeth's time ; and, in the guest chamber, a very elaborate fireplace 
was inserted, by which the hand of destruction first went to work, in cutting up 


* He wm fcoffM, in A.tt. 1455, to Robert Lye, tot], in am. I486, to Robert, Lord Hunger ford. ~ See Sm Thomas 
Paiu-irr’e /ejrinuwwi in WiitAirt. 

t This Chantry Chapel Meats to here deKeoded with the eetute of Neetab, u Mr. Fuller of Noetoa u the present 
proprietor. 
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into the oak -ribbed roof, to admit of this singular design of meretricious taste, 
which forms a very striking contrast to the elegant semicircular oriel window in 
the same room, shewn in Plates VII. VIII. and IX. ; and which contrast would 
be quite sufficient, independent of any other proof, to convince the advocates 
of what is generally termed Elizabethan Architecture, of the infinite superiority 
of good taste prevalent in the fifteenth century. Buildings, in which the original 
offices were contained, were then pulled down to the south of the left wing, at 
x. x. x. x. Plate III., by which the present external south wall, which was 
originally an internal division, has been exposed, and the head of the furthest 
truss to the south was cut away, to form a hip to the roof, by which means the 
rafters have pushed out, and endangered the east wall. The present possessor. 
Sir Harry Burrard Neale, to whom this estate came by his marriage with Grace- 
Elizabcth, daughter and co-heiress of Robert Neale, Esq., whose father was the 
purchaser from the Duke of Kingston, anxious to preserve this truly venerable 
fabric, has intrusted the author with the necessary repairs.* 

The Church at Great Chalfield, which is dedicated to All Saints, bears evident 
signs of greater antiquity than the present Manor-IIouse ; and, in 1308, a chapel 
existed here, to which “ Walterus de Chaldefeld” presented “ W" de Cunibe/ 
the walls of which, the author presumes, still remain, forming the body of the 
present church, — the west window having been an insertion, and the bell-turret 
an addition of a latter date. The porch, also, which is peculiar, and of elegant 
design, seems to have been added, together with the present west doorway, about 
the time of Henry VII. Thomas Tropenell, who built the manor-house, erected 
a beautiful chantry chapel to the south, and enclosed it with a rich stone screen, 
of excellent workmanship, adorned with the arms of his family, shewing its descent 
from the Percys, to the time of erection (see Plates V. and VI., Ecclesiastical 
Architecture, and descriptions). A chancel must have existed eastward of the 
present church, which has been rebuilt, and in 1775 added to, southward, to the 
extent of the chantry chapel, when an arch was cut through the east wall of this 
chapel, by which the comice of the ornamental oak ceiling was injured. The 
floor of the church was raised one foot eight inches, in I765,-)- and the whole 

• See Profae* lo the aecond edition. 

t The Parchment llepUtor, non- in the church, cenunence* in 15 15, 35 Jatunrv, "In die coovenionia Smelt Pauli," 
and lh« following are the entricn concerning the church repair* 

" The Church of Chalfield Magna was act in good repair, a.d. 1719: — *i*. the roof wu new laid, and a large" 
buttruM Ml up on the north aide ; and the bodj of the church wa* new ceiled.’* 

"Jon* Lewi*, Reefer." 

** Tho*. Milu, Church H'irdn. n 
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church white-limed and painted. By the former, the base of the stone screen, 
which had before been removed to its present position, namely, under the arch 
between the church and the chance), was buried ; the screen itself was much 
injured, and some elegant fresco paintings on the walls of the chantry chapel 
were covered, portions of which are now visible ; and, although the present 
worthy rector, the Rev. Richard Warner, is most anxious to have these reno- 
vated, they are so completely destroyed by this barbarous practice, that they 
must only remain as proofs of the magnificence of past ages. Mr. Warner has 
done much towards restoring other portions of the church, particularly the west 
window, and has enriched the other windows with stained glass. 

The following is a list of the Patrons and Rectors of Great and Little 
Chalfield, as given in Sir Thomas Phillipp’s “ Institutiones ex Registro Novffi 
Sarum Episcopi 



Carat. la eat Fxciiiu. 

Patuoucs. 

Clksicvs. 

1308 

Capell. Chaldeft Id 

Walterus de Chaldefeld 

W*" de Cunt be 


Capell. Chaldefeld 

Walterus de Chaldefeld 

llobertus de Rroghton 

1316 

Capcl. Chaldefeld Magna 

Rogerns de Percy 

Johannes de Mere 

1338 

Cap. Clialdcfcld Magna 

Henrietta le Percy 

Johannes de Cbaldfeld 
Magna 

1338 

Cape). Chaldefeld Magna 

1 lenricus de Percy ,Don»nu» 
de Chaldfcld Magna 

Henrietta de Lodyngton 

1341 

Capel. Chaldefeld 

Henrietta Percy 

Johannes Pilk 

1348 

Capcl, Eat Chaldefeld 

Henrietta Percy, Mile* 

Johannes Gore, p. m. 
Johan nis Pilk 

1349 

E. Chaldefeld Magna 

Henrietta Percy, Mile* 

Johannes Pacy, p. r. 
Jobannis Gore 

1354 

! E. Clialdcfcld Magna 

1 lenricus de Percy, Milea 

Ricardus Trymcnct, 
p. r. Jobannis Spacy 

1361 

| E. Chaldfcld Magna 

| Philippuayffr.Waryn, Miles 

Thomas Alayn (qui reriff- 
navit Chaldefeld Parva) 


" Tli* Cb&ntwl vh **t in Rood repair, Anno Domini 17}?. cost £3 : 5 : 8.— J. Lin m, R*rtur." 

“ Til* Chanced wu offmin repaired, a.p. i?47«— J. Lewis, Rector.'* 

" Tin* floor of Cbsliialtl Church wu raised on* foot and eight inches, and new laid, Dew forms wero set up, and " 
" fha h keU reh uAiie-timri snd painted, and s canopy placed oror tli* pulpit, a.d. 1765.** 

** Cl-SM*. Gltkn, Rector." 

" TU Chancel wm ogam repaired: ri*. tbs roof new laid and ceiled, the toor raised one foot and three inches, " 
" and tbs soots painted, a.o. 1765: cost .£'15 : 14: l. tf 

'* C. GtTIN, Rector. * 

•' J. Miuts, Church Warden." 

F 
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1362 

1988 

1404 

1410 

1411 

1411 

1417 

1419 

1419 

142.5 

1437 

1445 

1488 

1494 

1507 

1518 

1525 

1526 
1528 
1535 
1537 


Cxmu m Eocluia. 

Patrokv*. 

E. Choldefeld Parra 

Prior de Worspryng, ob 
minor . aiatem Johannis 
Jilii Thomoe Pcrci 

E. Chaldfeld Parra 

Johannes Percy de Chal- 
fcld 

E. Choldefeld Magna 

Constantin, nuper uxor 
Ilcnrici de la Ryver 

E. Est. Cbaldefelde 

Constantia, (put fuit uxor 
Hcurici de la Ryver, Militit 

E. Est. Chalrelde 

Constantin, rtlicia II. de La 
Ryrer, Mi lit is 

E. Choldefeld (Parra) 

Johannes Rous de Immere, 
Armigcr 

E. Choldefeld Magna 

Constantin, relicia Henrici 
de la Ryver, Militia 

E. Est Choldefeld 

Constantia, Domina de Est 
Chaldefeld 

E. Est Choldefeld 

Constancia, nujtcr uxor 
Henrici de la Ryver 

E. Est Choldefeld 

W"' Rous, Armigcr 

West Chaldefeld 

Johannes Bourne 

E. Est Chaldefeld 

Episcopus, per lajts. 

E. Chalffeld Magna 

Episcopus, jkt laps. 

E. West Chulfeld 

Episcopus, j>er laps. 

Capel. de West Chaldefeld 

Episcopus, jter laps. 

Capet, de Chaldfeld Parra, 

Johannes Westbury 

alias West Chaldfeld 


E. Chaldefeld Magna, 

Thomas T ropcnell, Armigcr 

al. Est Chaldefeld 


E. Omnium Sanctorum 

Thomas Trapnell, Armigcr 

Chaldfeld Magna 


E. Chaldfeld Magna 

Johannes Tropnell, 
Armitjcr 

E. Chaldfeld Magna 

Thomas Tropnell, Armigcr 

E. Chalfeld Magna 

Thomas Tropnell, Armigcr 

Capella de Chalfeld Parra 

W“*’ Button, Gen : ex con - 
ccss: Ilaivisice de West- 
bury, Vid. 


Ci.s*ice>. 

Johannes Wilde, p. m. 
Reginald! de Berleigh 

Philippus Lye, 
p. r. Johannis Wilde 
Johannes Moscol 

Walter u* Wylmot, 
vice Juhannis Masco] 
Johannes Plebs, p. r. 

Woltcri Wilmot 
Johanm-s Wyseman, 
vice Philippi Lye 
Johannes Plebs, permut 
cum W- Bcckcbury 
Joluinnes Ilillcwyke 

Kadulfus Benet, p. m. 

Johannis Illewyk 
Tho* Broun 
Ricardo* Beauchamp 
Robertas Benet 
Thomas Lang porte 
Thomas Iledley 
Ricardus Norton, 
p. m. Thomas Sqwier 
Edward us Iluggyns, 
p. r. Ricardi Norton 
Williehnus Ha\e, p. tn. 

Johannis Rede 
W®** 1 lay e, jtermuL cum 
Johannc Floke 
Johannes Jeffery, 
p.r, Johannis Floke 
Gul"*" Roby neon, 
p* r. Johannia Jeffery* 
Thomas David, P. R. 

Gul"* Roby neon 
Johannes Thyn, 
p. m. Edwardi Iliggans 
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Ecctssis. 

PlTUOXVS. 

1553 

E. Chaldfild Magna 

Johannes Eyre Sc Anna 
tixor eju* 

1575 

E. Chaldfield Magna 

Johannes Eyre, Armiger 

1593 

E. Chaldfield Magna 

Regina, per Ittpsum 

1598 

E. Chaldfield 

W— Eyre, Mile* 

1603 

E. Chaldfield Magna 

W“ Eyre, Mile* de Chal- 
field 


Cutatccs. 

RaUuIjihuB Ilyll, 
p. w. Thoms Davy 3 
Johannes Ap-Jones, 
p. r. Edwardi Procter 
Nicbolaus Lymbye 
Fra unci? Staune 
Robert us Bradslmwc,* 
p.d. Franclsi Staune 


* Tbe following it a c«py of an extract from tin* Registry at Salisbury 

" Extracted from lb* Registry »f tba lj>rd Bishop of Snmm. — 1671," 

“ Cbsldfivld "1 A Terrier of all such Tythwi, Profit ta, toil Prtviledgea as belongeth to tbo Parsonage of Cbald- " 
" Magna. J field Magna, in the countio of Wiltea, and Dioca of Sanim/' 

“ First, W# returns, that there i* noo Housp or outhouses, within our Pish of Chaldfidd Magna, that belongeth to the " 
" Parsonage, save only ana Chamber ir> the Mannor-House, which is commonly called the Minister's Chamber ; But ” 
" antiant men bars reported, that they hare beard from other ontiant men that were before them, that snid that ’* 
" there was u Parsonage House which stood in a Ground »w«r the Monno r House, called Parsonage Clooao, ala Pen ** 
44 Clomo." 

“ Alioe. Wee returnn. that, uppon tho Report of Antiant Men, Long since dead, there hare ben Glebe Lands belong* ’* 
44 ing to the Parsonage of Chaldfield Msgna. But that eny of thia ineumbant's predecesa n . for many ages past, " 
41 did erer |K>»vss or enjoy tliem, we nerer heard, neither is there any Terrier to be found thereof (albeilt diligent " 
14 search have hen nmdein tbo courts at I.onden, and else when*, by the incumbent.'' 

" Alaoe, We hare heard, that ana M r Bradshaw, wbo was Parson of our aaid Pisb before the Present Incumbent, bail M 
44 bis dyett, llie beeping of a House, and Sixteen Pound p. Annum, of the owners of tbe said Muido' of Chald&ald ** 
44 Magna, in Lieu of his Tytbes due out of the mid Manno*. for the space of Forty Years, nod that the p'sent In- w 
44 cumbent hath had, for the apace of forty yeares, a composition of two and thirty Pounds yearly, paid him by tba " 
“ owners of tbe mid Manno* in Lieu ofhia Tribes, and the beeping of a norm (and besides exempted) and die- " 
44 charged from nil taxes and payments wlmtsoorcr (except tbe Tenthea payable Co tbe Kings Mat, and procroocons " 
44 to tbe Lord Bishop. ** 

44 Alsoa, tbe p'seut lncurubent hath tbe Tytbee of n Farroe, called Moxbam’s Farnie, lying within tbe said Pish, worth * 
44 to him five Pound* ? annum, and the Tyth of a Ground lying within the aame Pish, called Bowood, worth ’* 
44 ten Sliill inga *$' annum." 

,4 Alsoe, tbe preient Incumbent hath received forty Shillings by tbe yearn from the owners of Weit Chaldfield, which ” 
44 do usually come to hi* Church— J omx Wimox, Rector. — CitKisrorxii Moima." 

“ Magna Cbalfield. — There is now only paid from tbe leautil of John Hall, Esq'., whose name is Johu Sartnin, tbs ** 
44 auru nnnnaly of thirty -two Pounds.— Of Christofibor Mnxham is received annual?, four Founds, Witness o' H 
44 Hands, May *1, 1705. — Jon* Draco*, Rector.— Cuaur. Moans*, Churchwarden. 4 * 

44 ChaltUdd Magna. — A true Note and Terrier of all aucb Tithes. Profits, and Privileges os belong to tbs Rectory of" 
44 Cbolnnld Magna, in tbo County of Wilts, and Diocese of Sarum.** 

M First, We return, that there is no House or Outhoutos, nor Gleb* Lands, belonging to tba Parsonage of Great * 
44 Cha!fi«ld.” 

41 Alan, W« return, that the prvaant Incumbrnt is paid a composition of Fifty pounds Annum, by equal half-yearly ’* 
44 pnyments, in Lieu of all Tithes arising and becoming due from the Manor of Great Cbalfield, und is exempted " 
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C A VELLA vst EcCLKSIA. 

Patrokv*. 

1629 

E. C bill field Magna 

W— Eyre, Milts 

1678 

E. Chalficld Magna 

Johannes Hall, Armiger 

1689 

1707 

E. Chawfield 

E. C bald field Magua 

Johannes Hall, Armiger 
Johannes Hall, Armiger 

1711 

E. Cbalfeld Magna 

■ Comes Kingston 

1712 

E. Chaldfield Magna 

W*" Comes Kingston 

1761 

E. Great Cbalfield 

Evelyn, Duke of Kingston 

m 

180D 

E. ChaldficM Magna 

Sir Harry Burrard Neale of 
Walhampton, Co. Hants, 
Bar* 


Cunctn. 

Johannes Wilton, 

p.m. Robert! Bradshaw 
Michael Poulton, 

p. Wilton 

Johannes Deacon 
Thomas Weeks, 
p. m. Jobannis Deacon 
Gulielmus Skammr-.il,* 
p. m. Thom* Week* 
Johannes Lea is, 
p. r. Gulielmi Skamell 
Clement Glynn, 
p. in. John Lewis 
Richard Warner, f 
p. m. Clement Glynn. 


The living is a discharged Rectory in the archdeaconry and dioccss of Salis- 
bury, valued in the King’s Books at .£<5. The population of the parish, together 
with the extra-parochial liberty of Little Chalficld, was, at the census of 1831, 
83 souls. The estate was assessed to the Property Tax of 1815, at ,£2,9*20. 

“ and discharged from sll Taxes sod payments whatsoever, except the King's Land Tax sad Procurations to the " 
“ Lord Bishop.** 

"Also, The present Incumbent is paid the yearly aura of three Pounds end Ten Shillings, in Ijou of Great and Smalt " 
" Tithes, arising and becoming due on certain Lands in this Parish, belonging to John lilngden, of Grej’a Inn, " 
“ London, Esq'., and now in the occupation of Farmer John Reynolds.” 

*■ Also, The present Incumbent bath the Tithe of Hay, Wool, and Lamb, arising on certain Lands in this Parish, be- " 
" longing to James Moxhun, of the City of London, Sugar Refiner ; but tba agistment Tithes due for <ii> pasturing ** 
'• barran cottel on the asms Estate, are not yet settled.” 

“ Also, The present Incumbent is paid tba yearly sum of nineteen Shillings in Lieu of tbo Tithes of s Field in (bit ” 
“ Parish, called Bowood.*’ 

11 Also, We return that the Rectory of Great Chs16eld hath keen augmented with four hundred Pounds, two hundred ” 
** Pounds of which were from the Governor* of the Bounty of Queen Anne, and the other two hundred Pounds the ” 
" Benefaction of the late Robot t Neale, of Corsbarai, Esq', the Interest of which, paid yearly, amounts to eight ** 
'* Pounds.'* 

" Witness our hands, the fourteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ** 
" eigbty-lhree. Clkmawt Glvnx, Rector.— J ames Fiuctcu, Churchwarden.— William Pai*."] 

" The above are true Copiea and Extracts taken from the Originals, ond/raaiuinetl by me/’ 

** E»w. Davies, N J\— D. /hpilrar." 

• Removed to Trtbury in I7it. 

♦ The Rev. Richard Warner, F.A.S. Hon. Mem. of the Imperial C wear. Soc. of Nat. Hist, at Moscow, sad of the 
Dutch Soc. of Sciences at Hoetlem, Ac. Ac., is Author of ** /fompokire Extracted Jrm Lkuutday Beak,” " AnttquL 
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tain CaUnarim," *' Am AtUmpt to atcrrlain ike Suualkin of thi Ancient C (amentum." M The History of GLutanbury Abbey." 
and many other work*, both on antiquity and divinity. 

On a tablet, on tie aoutii wall ia the body of the church, it tii* following inscription to the memory of tbo mother of 
Mrs. Warner. 

jtacrrb 

TO THE ME MOBY OF 

MRS. ELIZABETH PEARSON. 

DAUCIItTEB AXD ntlRCII 
or JOIIX LEAKE, ESO. 
or tALTEB'a HILL, SHROPSHIRE! 

BELICT OP THOMAS PEAlSOX, ESQ. 
or TETTEMBALL, ST A r FOB Hill I BE { 

AXIS MOTIICB OP AXXE 
( II Ell YOUXOEST DAL'OHTEB) 

THE WtrE or THE 
REV. BICHABD MARKER, 

BECTOB Or THIS PARISH! 

FULL or FAITH, HOPE, AXD CHABITT, 

SHE PUT OFF THIS MOBTAL 
TO BE CLOTHED WITH IM MOBTAL ITT, 

OX THURSDAY MOBXIXO, 

THE 12TII DAT OF APBIL, 1032. 

BLESSED ABE THE DEAD WHICH DIE 
IX THE LORD, FROM HEXCErORTH : 

YEA, SAITH THE SPIRIT, THAT THEY 
MAY REST r ROM TIIKIB LABOURS! AMD 
THEIR YOURS DO FOLLOW THEM. 

BEV. BIT. 13. 
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THE MANOR-HOUSE AND CHURCH AT GREAT CHALFIELD, WILTS. 

Plate I. Perseective View. 

This is a Perspective View, taken from a point marked © on the General Plan, 
Plate IT., shewing the Manor-House and the Church, restored in those parts 
which are now cither destroyed or altered. A window has been inserted under 
the right-hand Oriel of late years ; but the one shewn is ns it is supposed 
originally to have existed, the label being still perfect. The tops of the chimney- 
shafts are restored from existing documents. In the left wing, a small window 
has been inserted between the semicircular Oriel and the two-light window on 
the ground-floor, but is omitted in this view, as forming no part of the original 
design. The wall, which divides the consecrated ground of the Churchyard 
from the fore-court, is shewn pulled down in parts to display the west front of 
the Church, and the left wing of the Manor-House. The entrance from the fore- 
court into the churchyard does not exist, but is introduced, instead of a common 
wicket, to harmonise better with the other portions. 

Plate II. The General Plan. 

This Plate shews the Plan of the Ground and buildings which lie within the 
fortifications ; no remains of the original works of the Romans arc now discern- 
ible. The front is guarded by a Moat and two Bastions, which latter are, in plan, 
portions of circles, but which, from wooden lintels still remaining over the open- 
ings of the loopholes, cannot be of very great antiquity ; probably these were 
rebuilt on old foundations, as, from the thick wall having been taken down at 
the south of the Church to the point marked x, we may safely suppose a fortress 
to have existed here, prior to the present Manor-House ; for, if the line of this 
wall were continued, it would cut into a space which has been occupied by 
buildings forming part of the house, but now pulled down. The approach at 
present is by a stone bridge over the moat, where the original entrance existed, 
as the jamb-mouldings of the Outer Gateway still remain, and a drawbridge 
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probably occupied the place of the present stone one. The Entrance Gateway to 
the fore-court is near the extremity of the long range of offices, which extend from 
the house to within twenty feet of the front wall. The arches of this gateway 
are much older than the offices themselves, which must have been built about 
Queen Elizabeth’s time, together with the barns, and other out-buildings. The 
old work extends to a little above the archways. Another gateway has existed 
at the furthest extremity of this range of buildings at y, and another at x; the 
latter was the entrance to an inner court, the buildings of which are now entirely 
destroyed. The Church stands in an area of irregular figure, now forming the 
Churchyard. The Manor-House, from its situation with regard to the Church, 
must have been built since the latter, as it is not very probable that the architect 
would wish to obscure a view of the principal front. To the left is a Mill, impelled 
by the water from the Moat, and this building, though modernised, is of great 
antiquity ; and, even at the time of the Domesday survey, half a mill existed here, 
the other half probably belonged to the Manor of West or Little Chaldfield. At 
the back is a moat or fish-pond, which is supplied by natural springs ; it is 31 feet 
wide, and 538 feet long ; out of it two smaller fish-ponds, each 83 feet by 31 feet, 
arc supplied ; it empties itself into a rivulet which flows parallel with its length, 
which also receives the water from the mill. The level of the moat at the back 
is many feet lower than of that in front, and that of the rivulet is still lower. 
The space between the house and the moat, or fish-ponds at the back, is planted 
out as an orchard. From the rivulet the ground rises rapidly southwards. 


The Manor-House. 

Plate III. shews a Ground Plan, and a First Floor Plan, of the Manor- 
House, to a scale of one inch to twenty feet. The Ground Plan is expressed 
by a darker tint, and occupies the top and right-hand side of the Plate. Those 
walls, which are shewn in dotted lines at x x x x, have been pulled down, by 
which the Staircase, which led up to the rooms in the left wing, has been 
removed. The ground-floor consists of a Banquet ing-IIall, 40 ft. 2| in. by 20 
ft. 2^ in. and 20 ft. high, which is entered by a richly groined Parch. In this 
porch, to the right hand, is a very small loophole, for the convenience of receiv- 
ing letters, or ascertaining who wished to enter, before the cumbrous oaken bar 
should be withdrawn. Even that precaution was not deemed sufficient, as a 
small wicket was cut in the sturdy oak door, across which the bar could be with- 
drawn, without admitting of the large door to open, the better to guard against 
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intruders. An oak screen, very similar to that at Haddon, reaches across the Hall 
near the door, and forms a passage, at the other end of which a door entered into 
the inner court; outside of this door a Porch has existed, but is now pulled 
down. From the portion of the Hall divided off by the screen, a door led to the 
left, into the Dining-room and Staircase now existing. Behind the dining-room 
is a long narrow room, with a fireplace and two loopholes : below the further 
loophole, tho oak bar of a Gateway, now destroyed, ran into the wall ; so that 
this must have been a kind of Porter's dwelling, from which a passage led to the 
extremity of the building westward, having loopholes, to enable the Porter to 
survey those persons who approached the inner court. Out of the dining-room 
a door enters, into what is supposed to have been the Priest’s Dwelling. At the 
eastern end of the Hall arc two Days, richly groined, which communicated with 
the Domestic Offices, now pulled down, and the staircase leading to the rooms 
on the first floor of the left wing, which was approached through a strongly 
groined apartment, lighted by one very narrow window at each side of the but- 
tress supporting the semicircular oriel. At C, a door still exists, which is pre- 
sumed to have led into the staircase, as the wall at that point has evidently been 
an interior partition ; these being the only rooms without fireplaces, must have 
served as passage-rooms to the staircase and offices. The long range of building 
to the right, built about the time of Queen Elizabeth, contains Stables, and 
other Offices, and seems to have been designed to screen the Barns and other 
Farm-buildings from the front of the house. The First Floor Plan is in a lighter 
tint at the bottom of the Plate, and shews the rich ceiling of the Hall; in the left 
wing the Guest Chamber, and a small dressing-closet ; this room is lighted by 
the elegant semicircular oriel window at one end, and a four-light square- 
headed window, and another two-light one now blocked up in the cast wall : 
at the further end are two openings, which originally have been doorways, lead- 
ing to other rooms now pulled down. Opposite the small dressing-closet, out 
of the Guest Chamber, was a similar one over the corresponding Bay of the 
Hall, from which a door, at D, led into the rooms now pulled down. From 
these dressing-closets, whatever was passing in the Hall could be distinctly seen 
and heard, by means of a small opening in each, disguised in the Hall by a mask 
(see Plate XIX. and description). In the right wing is a spacious Bed-room, 
29 ft. 4 in. by 17 ft. 9 in., lighted by an octagonal Oriel Window, towards the 
north, and a two-light window and loophole to the west (at C, in this room, is a 
similar look out into the Hall), out of which was another small dressing-closet ; 
and from this, and the cortcsponding one, led two small staircases into the roof 
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of the Hall, whereby a private communication might be kept up, without the 
necessity of going down one staircase, traversing the Hall, and up another. This 
room and the guest-chamber seem to have been originally open to the rafters 
of the roof, as the purlins and braces arc moulded. See Plate V. Other 
explanations arc given on the Plate. 

Plate IV. The North Front , and the Figures which terminate the Gables. 
This, the principal front of the Manor-House, is more regular in design than 
ancient buildings generally ; yet the playfulness of outline is not lost sight of. 
The richness of the two Oriel Windows, the spirit expressed in the figures, and 
the elegant Chimney-shaft, make it a highly interesting subject of study ; the 
beauty of the details will be appreciated in the following Plates. The taro figures 
which are on the gables of the Banqueting-IIal! are in the armour of the time 
of Henry VI., as also the one on the gable of the left wing; which circum- 
stance gives additional weight to the presumed date of erection.* *• 

Plate V. shews a Longitudinal Section through the Hall, the line of which 
is dotted on the Plans, Plate III. In the Hall arc seen the Entrance Door, with 
the Oak bar drawn across, and the small wicket; the Screen ; the Music Gallery, 
now destroyed; the Windows ; the Fireplace, and the Archway into the north 
Bay, over which is a mask, concealing a small look-out from the dressing-closet. 
To the left is the Guest Chamber, and room under ; below is shewn a section of 
the Groined-room ; to the right, the Dining-room and Bed-rooms over ; at c c, 
in the roof of the Hall, are the entrances to the small staircases, leading into 
the Dressing-closets : a compartment of the roof of each wing is given at the 
bottom of the Plate, with its own details. To the left is the base of the 
chimney-shaft at D, and in the centre of the Plate is a jamb, found, on the level 
of the first floor, in the south wall of the left wing, which proves that wall to 
have been an interior partition ; a section of the base is also shewn. 


* For this information, the author is indebted to the opinion of Sir Samuel Mejrick, F«S. A., than whom no person 
possesses * better knowledge of ancient sraour. In saswer to an inquiry cm this subject, th« author was honoured by 
the following note: — 

*• *5 Mount Stntl, CnuMimr Sqvari, 

3d Uuy, 1&37. 

" Sir S«mu*l Merrick presents his respects to Mr. Walker, end, in reply to hi* inquiry, bege leuvs to ssy, that the 
figures ere of the time of Henry VI., i. i. about the fifteenth century. Those in arm our weer on their heeds the 
sslsde ; but the other figure bee the bosd-pjgce, cither not oorrectly represented, or the upper psrt is modern. It seem* 
to be intended for the visard satale, which, u well as the simple sal ode, Tree wont in the time of Henry VL j at any 
rate, the feet are of the period. " 

O 
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Plate VI. shews two Transverse Sections across the Hall, the lines of which 
are dotted on the Plans, Plate III. : that to the right shews the Bays and the 
Dressing-closets over, with the look-out through a mask from each into the 
Ilall. At the bottom of the Plate are shewn the Griffins, which terminate the 
small gables of the North Front, holding a shield with the Tropenell Arms. 
These figures are of excellent workmanship, and are designed with great spirit. 
To the right are given the details of the carpentry of the roof of the Hall, and 
the oak mouldings of the ceilings in the dressing-closets. 

Plates VII. VIII. and IX. illustrate the Semicircular Oriel Window in the 
left wing, north front. Plate VII. shews the Exterior Elevation and Section ; 
Plate VIII. Plans, sections of Mouldings, and the pateras in the lower string 
course ; Plate IX. the Interior Elevation, and various details. The ornament 
which crowns this window is shewn to a larger scale, and is peculiarly beautiful 
in effect, though not, perhaps, in drawing ; it is extremely light, and appropriate 
in application : by the bold manner in which it is pierced, and the undulating 
form of the leaves, any heaviness, which otherwise would exist, is done away : 
it is commonly termed the Strawberry-leaf ornament ; but this example differs 
from any the author has seen, as the circular portions of the leaves, instead of 
being convex, are concave, which adds greatly to the richness of the whole. 
The soffit inside is richly groined in fanwork, a half-plan of which is given in 
Plate VIII. The pendants, which terminate the groining, arc peculiar, spread- 
ing over the arch moulding. The heads, at the bottom of the Plate to the right, 
form the brackets of the corbelling outside. See Plate VII. The original iron 
fastening to the window is given half the real size. 

Plate X. gives, at No. I, the Window in the Bay of the Hall, and, at No. 2, 
the Window of the Hall, north front. The labels are terminated by squares 
placed diagonally, enriched with a leaf in the centre ; the details explain 
themselves. 

Plates XI. and XII. shew the Octagonal Oriel Window in the right wing. 
Plato XI. gives an Elevation and Section: the arms which finish this window at 
top are those of Tropenell, but seem of later date than the rest of the work ; 
under the Corbelling, which is panelled, the label of a square-headed window still 
exists ; the dotted lines shew what the head of the window is supposed to have 
been, with a strong mullion in the centre, similar to that given in Plate XV., 
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No. 2. Plate XII. shews Plant double the scale of the Elevation, taken at three 
different heights, jamb and mu/lion, sections of mouldings at large, &c. 

Plate XIII. gives the Entrance Porch and the Oak Door of the Hall. The 
section shews the small window or loophole, through which letters might be 
received in the dining-room, or visitors might be reconnoitred before an entrance 
was granted them. The Porch is richly groined ; two of the Corbels consist of 
angels bearing shields with the Tropenell Arms. The primitive oak bar, where- 
with to secure the door, is still existing. The door consists of two thicknesses 
of oak ; the joints of the outer thickness arc laid vertically, and those of the 
inner horizontally, and are bolted together with large iron nails : the jambs of 
the arches and other details, are given to a larger scale. The iron handle of 
the small door is also shewn. 

Plate XIV. gives a plan and details of the North Bay of the Banqueting- 
Hall, which is also groined ; the rib of the groining is richly moulded, and is 
shewn one-fourth full size. In the centre is a shield with the Tropenell Arms. 
The South Bay is similar to this, except that the shield in the centre of the 
groining which is given in this Plate, differs in form ; it also bears the Tropenell 
Arms. At the top of the Plate, to the right, are shewn the water-table of the 
buttresses, and the set-off of the base of the great Chimney-shaft ; to the left 
are bracket mouldings, supporting a staircase in the comer (at A) of the North 
Bay, which leads from the dressing-closet to the roof of the Hall. Other details 
are given, and are referred by letter. 

Plate XV. gives, at No. 1, a small Square-headed Window in the dressing- 
closet, over the South Bay (see Plate VI.) : at No. 2, one half of a long window 
in the east wall of the left wing; and at No. 3, one half of a similar window, 
but of later date, in the priest’s dwelling. The jambs and mullions are given at 
the top of the Plate to the right. 

Plate XVI. gives the Fireplace of the Hall, and details of the same. The 
Spandrils, which had been plastered up until the author visited Great Chalfield, 
are shewn to a larger scale, and are very peculiar in character. At the bottom 
of the Plate are details of the Great Chimney-shaft of this fireplace. See 
Plate IV. To the left of this, and immediately over the caves of the small gable, 
a covering has originally existed for the Small angular Staircase, but is now 


Digitized by Google 


44 


DESCRIPTION OF TUB PLATES. 


destroyed : this accounts for the irregular way in which the base of the 
chimney-shaft is finished, and tor the precaution taken in cutting a small 
gutter in the stone-work. 

Plate XVII. shews an Elevation of the Oak Screen of the Hall, which 
does not seem ever to have had doors, as the pinnacles and buttresses of the 
octagonal uprights are returned in profile; probably, arras was hung across 
the openings : the octagonal uprights support a beam, into which the joists of 
the Music Gallery floor were morticed, and on which the front of the Gallery 
rested. This screen has been very similar to the one in the Hall at Haddon ;• 
but the front of the Music Gallery has been destroyed, while that at Haddon is 
entire. Details are given at the bottom of the Plate referred to the Elevation 
by letter. 

Plate XV II I. Details of the Oak Screen; one of the octagonal uprights 
is shewn, and the tracery heads of the panelling, which in each division are 
different, are of very superior workmanship. This screen has been very richly 
painted and gilt ; but, from the various coats of whitewash, it is now hastening 
rapidly to decay ; indeed, the bases were with great difficulty made out. The 
pinnacle is shewn one-half full size, and the mouldings oue-fourth full size. 

Plate XIX. shews at the top the motto adopted by Thomas Trapnell or 
Tropencll, Esq., the projector of the Manor-House, which is If jotlff tpra 
Ilflnnrnt, the representation of a yoke forming the nominative case to the verb 
tpra t belt meat is an old French word, bellement meaning i cell or effectually ; 
so that it might be rendered, the yoke drew well, or the yoke sat lightly. The 
yoke is painted white, as, also, the scroll on which the words Tyra helemenl 
arc painted (the T is pink, and the other letters blue), on a deep red ground. 
In the centre of the Plate are shewn the oak bosses which ornament the tie- 
beams of the Hall ceiling. The three centre bosses formerly had shields 
with coats of arms ; the first to the right still exists as shewn, and bears the 
Ludlow Arms of Hill Deverell, Wilts ; viz. Argent, a chevron between three 
bears’ heads erased, sable; which are those of Agnes, wife of Thomas Tropencll, 
Esq., and fourth daughter to William Ludlow. In the centre, it may be 
presumed, were the Tropencll and the Ludlow arms on one shield, shewing 


* See Haykcb t Attaint Hadden Hall, lately pjbUilw*.!, OltitUalwi with ItUsojnijibic plate*, imperial 4to. 
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the marriage; and to the left, the Tropenell arms on another shield, as on 
the tomb in the Chantry at Corsham Church, represented in Plate VIII., 
Ecclesiastical Architecture : these bosses have been richly painted and gilt, as 
also the moulded tie-beams and cornice shewn at the bottom of the Plate, to the 
left, in section. The Macks concealed small openings into the dressing-closets ; 
one seems to represent a King with asses’ ears, the other a Bishop ; the eyes 
and mouths are pierced, so that a person might overlook the Hall without 
being seen ; the head at the top of the Plate is for a similar purpose, and 
overlooks the Music Gallery from the large bed-room. 

Plate XX. Plaster Bosses of the Hall Ceiling. These bosses are shewn 
one-fourth full size, and are run in plaster with a dark core : they, together 
with the ribs which subdivided the squares of the Hall ceiling, formed by the 
tie-beams and the corresponding mouldings in the centre, were taken down a 
few years ago, as they threatened danger to the inmates, and were presented 
to the present venerable Bishop of Bath and Wells, of whose valuable collection 
in the Crypt at the Palace of Wells, they now form part ; they shew the motto 
introduced in various ways. At the bottom of the plate is one compartment 
of the ceiling, which is shewn as it is presumed to have existed with these bosses 
applied ; some represent oak leaves, some the water lily, and others bear the 
letters ff)t — Jesu hominibus crucifixo. 

The CuuncH. 

Plate I. shews the West Elevation and the Longitudinal Section. The 
Stone Screen which at present divides the chancel from the body of the Church, 
is placed in its original situation, which is under the arch between the Chantry 
Chapel and the body of tho Church. The arch in the chancel is modern, 
and being a segment of a circle, a block of stone has been left to hide the 
awkwardness of the arch mouldings cutting obliquely on the capitals. The 
levels of the floor have been raised at different times, but the original levels arc 
here shewn. The walls of the body of the Church are certainly more ancient 
than the other portions, and must have been those of the original Chapel, which 
existed here as early as a.d. 1308. The West Window, the Porch, and the 
Bell-Turret, have been additions, about the time of Henry VII. 


Plate II. gives a Ground-plan of the whole Church as it now exists, and 
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a Transverse Section through the Church and Chantry Chapel ; which latter 
has a good oak-ribbed ceiling, ornamented with patcras and coats of arms. In 
the centre of this ceiling, the Tropenell Arms and the Ludlow Arms on one 
shield, evidently shew that the Chapel was an after-addition to the Church, by 
the same person who built the Manor-House. The other two shields bear the 
Tropenell Arms singly. That part of the Chancel which is immediately eastward 
of the body of the Church is rebuilt on old foundations ; but that part eastward 
of the Chapel was added by Robert Neale, Esq., as the tablet over the small 
door, with the initials R. N., and the date A.n. 1775, indicates. By this addition, 
the segmental arch in the south wall of the Chancel, and the elliptical one in 
the cast wall of the Chapel, were made, which do not add at all to the beauty of 
the building; indeed, by the latter, the oak cornice of the Chapel has been 
injured. The walls of the Chapel wero adorned with fresco paintings, which 
have been destroyed by whitewash: they seem to have been historical subjects 
from the Bible : the details are referred by letter. 

Plate III. shews the Elevation, Section, and Profile of the Porch, which, 
though of late date, is of elegant design ; the soffit is enriched by panels with 
tracery heads : the details are referred by letters. 

Plate IV. gives, on one side, one-half the Elevation and one-half the Section 
of the Bell Turret and Crocketted Spire ; plans of the same at three different 
heights and details. The other side of the Plate shews the West Window and 
its details. Round the bell is the following inscription : — rp anno domini 
1622, and the royal arms of England as at that time worn. 

Plate V. shews the elegant Stone Screen which divided the Chapel built 
by Thomas Tropenell, Esq. from the body of the Church ; the part shewn in 
dotted lines is now destroyed, but is restored from portions of the small 
spandrils still left. This screen has been disencumbered of its coats of white- 
wash by the present Rector. It consists of a small door, 2 feet 6 inches wide, 
and two tiers of three panels on each side, the upper tier being open ; and is 
surmounted by a cornice enriched with the vine leaf, over which are five shields 
bearing the different arms of the family of Tropenell, which the next Plate will 
better explain ; at the bottom of the Plate are details ; to the left, the cornice 
in section ; to the right, a section of the sill and base, and plans of the the jamb 
and mullion. 
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Plate VI. Details of the Stone Screen. At the top of the Plate is the 
cornice towards the Chapel, and below it are details referred by letter to this 
and Plate V. In the centre are the five shields which shew the Tropenell 
Arms, and those of the families with which they intermarried. The centre. 
No. 3, bears the Tropenell Arms singly ; viz. Gules, a fesse engrailed and powdered 
with ermine between three griffins' heads erased, argent. No. 1 bears the Tro- 
penell Arms on the dexter side, and the Percy Arms on the sinister, which are 
azure, five fusils in fesse or : this shews the marriage of Walter Tropenell with 
Catherine, daughter of Sir William, and sister of Sir Harry Percy, Knights, 
who owned Great Chalfield ; by which marriage, and the failure of male issue 
to the third Sir Harry Percy, the estate devolved on Thomas Tropenell. 
No. 2, on the dexter side, the Tropenell Arms as before, and on the sinister 
the R ous Arms, viz. Azure, three lions rampant ermine; this shews the 
marriage of Roger Tropenell, the grandson of Walter, with Christian, daugh- 
ter to Sir John] Rous, of Imber. No. 5, on tho dexter side, the Tropenell 
Arms as before, and on the sinister side, the Roche Arms, viz. Azure, three 
roaches argent, within a bordure or, and shews the marriage of Harry Tro- 
penell, grandson to Roger, with Edeth, daughter to Walter Roche, younger 
brother to Sir John Roche, Knight, sons to John the Roche of Bromham. 
No. 4, the Tropenell Arms as before, on the dexter side, and the Ludlow 
Arms on the sinister side, which shews the marriage of Thomas Tropenell, 
son to Harry, with Agnes (not Margaret, as stated in the pedigree), fourth 
daughter of William Ludlow, of Hill Deverell, Wilts, by whom this screen 
and the Chapel which it enclosed was erected : he died in 1 490, and was 
buried with his wife in the Chantry Chapel, at Corsham Church, under the 
magnificent altar-tomb shewn in Plate VIII. At the bottom of the Plate are 
the pateras in the quatrefoils at the top of the screen towards the Chapel, which 
are beautifully executed. 

Plate VII. shews an Oak Seat and Desk in the present Chancel at large, 
with details, and a Stone Piscina, now in the south wall of the modem Chancel, 
but which the author presumes has been removed from the body of the Church. 

Tomb in Corsham Church, Wilts. 

Plate VIII. shews the elegant Altar Tomb in the Chantry Chapel at 
Corsham Church, which formerly belonged to the family of Tropenell, and is 
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that of Thomas Tropenell, Esq. and Agnes his wife. On the cornice is a prayer 
for the safety of their souls, which runs thus: — i. J), .3?. ft 110 fliliiliniUS, flllU0 
JBtt, ffltlUS Sab it), fflttts iftarfat Cfrfffnt0,0aIbet nos. May Jesus, the Saviour 
of mankind, Christ of Nazareth, son of God, son of David, son of the Virgin 
Mary, save us. In the moulding under, between the patcras, the motto, 
it joug tpra hrlrnunt, is repeated on all sides [the representation of a yoke, 
forming the nominative case to the verb tjrfl, as at Great Chalfield] ; in the 
quatrefoils arc shields, bearing, on the north side, the first to the left, the 
Ludlow Arms ; the centre bears the Tropenell Arms in dexter, and the Ludlow 
Arms in sinister, on one shield; the right bears the Tropenell Arms. The west 
end has two quatrefoils with shields ; the one to the left bears the Ludlow 
Arms ; the other, the Tropenell and Ludlow Arms impaled ; the south side is 
similar to the north ; the shields at the east end bear, the one to the left, the 
Ludlow Arms, the other, the Tropenell and Ludlow Arms impaled. This tomb 
has been richly painted and gilt, and the arms have been emblazoned, but few 
traces can now be seen of its former splendour ; the ground of the quatrefoils 
has been of a rich blue, the letters, the motto, the cusps, and the pateras, have 
been gilt, but the black outlines only of the letters now remain, which makes 
them difficult to be deciphered.* 

* On Account of the ■kctchea of this tomb baring been rubbed, the inn, though in lbeiDM>lr«« correctly drawn, bar* 
been miapUeed ; bat the author baring lately nailed Conhun, i* Miabled to gire the aboTe correct deaenptiun. 
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In consequence of the “ title Maiter nt Wrexley ,” as Lcland • calls it, having 
anciently formed part of the Manor of Bradford, which was among the many 
temporalities attached to the Abbey of Shaftesbury previous to the dissolution 
of religious houses in Great Britain by Henry VIII., the records concerning it 
are very few, and those which do exist throw but little light on the early 
history of what afterwards constituted the reputed Manor f of South Wraxhall. 

The Manor of Bradford was granted to the Abbess and Convent of 
Shaftesbury by King Etheldred.J which was confirmed to them by Richard I. 
and Edward I. ; § and mention is made of Wraxhall in the Chartulary of the 
Abbey, Harl. MSS. 61, in which “Agnes de la Ferei," whose name occurs as 
abbess in 1252, 1257, and 1267, || “ with consent of the convent, granted and ” 
“ confirmed to God and the blessed Mary Magdalene of Femlegh,^[ and to ” 


• IitAtrartt, Vol. II. fol. 90 (p. *5, Oxom, 1711). 

f As it did not form i distinct manor at the tins of passing the famous statute known as ** The third of 
Westminster," vis. " Quia wajknrn terrarum," 18th of Edw. I. a.v. H9G ; it could only bo recogtusod as what 
wns termed “* a reputed tuanar.'* — Barrington on the Statute*. 4to, Load. 1775, p. 167. 

* See the “ C'hortviarjr of the Abbey of Shaftesbury." — Harl. MSS . 61, fol, 1. 

$ On a plea, " de quo warranto," temp. Edw. I., the Abbess of Shaftesbury contended that her right to tbs Manor 
of brad fun] was derived from t grant by Richard I., sad the jury determined that the title was undisputed. Piocita de 
Quo Warrant*. — Rot. 47d. and 50. 

| Dagdih'i “ IfeaiAinw," Vol. II. pi. 473. 

^ Monklon f artoy, about a mile from South Wraxhall. 
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“ the monks serving God at that place, the gift which Martinus, Capellanus" 
“ de Wrekeshalle, made them ; viz. a messuage which the said Martinus held ” 
" of them, in villa de Wrokeshale, with half a hide of land, pasture and * 
" appurtenances," • for which they were to pay a certain rent. This may refer 
to a building, presumed to be St. Adwyne's, or St. Edirynet Chapel.f which 
still exists in a field adjoining the Manor-House : it possesses evident signs of 
great antiquity, and, from an immense chimney coeval with the building, which 
is of early English character, seems at one time to have afforded a rest for the 
weary pilgrim on his way to the shrine of Joseph of Arimathea, similar to that of 
Chapel Plaister. J 

Wraxhall is next mentioned in the twenty-fifth year of the reign of 
Edward III., when the Abbess and Convent of Shaftesbury ‘‘manumitted’’ 
“ Thomas Scathelok their villain of the Manor of Bradford, and granted to" 
“ him, and Editha his wife, daughter of Roger le Porter, one messuage, and ” 
“ two virgates, and nine acres of land, and four acres of meadow, with " 
“ appurtenances ill Lyghe and Wrohethale, within the Manor of Bradford, and ” 
“ common pasture for their cattle upon 110} acres of land in the said villes " 
“ within the aforesaid manor, and upon 100 acres of pasture within the town-" 
“ ship of Lyghe.” § 

It came into the possession of the family of Longe, or Le Long, prior to the 
reign of Henry VI., but by what means is not recorded ; and, in consequence of 
it having been church land, it is difficult, at this remote period, to ascertain. 
Leland says, in his Itinerary, — 

• Hurl MSS. 61 .fol. 91. 

t “ Tbe Rectory, or Chapel in South Wraxall, colled St, Adwy&es, aliti St. Edwynea, atm i St. Jrwens, was * 
" purchased by Join Long, ■omerirass of Haugh, and afterwards of Mounckton, Co. Will*, Esq., of Henry Thy dew and’* 
** Edward Pille, by indenture, fOth Nor. 16*9, which bo afterwards devised by will, dat. |5tb Jan- l<V5f, pr. 13th* 
" May, l(M, to bis son, John Long. 1 ' — See “ Betts 't AIA'. Genta logical Collection! rtUtitc to th* Family of Long,* 
in the poaaaasioa of Walter Long, Esq. of Rood Ashton, M.P., p. 18. 

In the valuation taken, temp. Henry VIII., of tbe temporalities belonging to tbe Priory at Mouklon Farley, is tba 


following, which relates to South Wraxhall, via.— 

“ Wraxhall-cum-Box — Redd' tests’ io Wraxhall .. 0 3 0" 
"Wraxhall — Redd* cnstum* teste’ 13 0” 


DugdaU't " Afitmutirew,” Vol. V. p, 37. 

J See in account of Chapel Plaister, with a plate, in the Gccf/emaii'i ifugotitte for Fa b. 1B35, p. 143. 

“ Id those Times (beside# the Jollities already mentioned), they bed their Pilgrimages to H'uAinghuM, CeatrrAvrjr, M 
“ Al<, to several Shrines, as chiefly hereabouts, to Sr. Jotcpk’t of Anmaitra, at his Chapel in GUuionbury Abbey. In " 
” tbe roads thither wera auroral Homes of Entertainment, built purposely for them ■, among others, was tbe llousa ’* 
" called Tbo Chapel of Ptayrter, mar Box, and a great House called . . . . , without LajTord's Gate, near ftrutef.** 
— Auhrty'i " MioctHmniot." P. 34 of an introduction to a History of the Northern Division of Wilts. Loud. 1714. 

$ EkhIi. do anno tscviime fainto Editmdt III. — M, tnd Noe, in Torn Lend. 
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“ * Mr. Long* hath a lltle Manor about a mile from Mmheton-Farley at Wrexley." 

“ The Original setting up of the House of the Longer cam, as I lernitl of Mr. ” 
“ Bonehom, by this meanes 

" One Long Thomas , a stoute felaw, was sette up by one of the old Lordes Hunrjrt- ” 
“forties. And after by cause this Thomas was caullid Ijong Thomas , Long after was" 
" usurpid for the Name of the Family." 

" This Long Thomas Master had sum Lande by Httngrefurdes procuration." 

“ Then succedid hym Robert and Henry.” 

'* Then cam one Thomas Long descending of * Younger Brother, and could skille of" 
“ the haw, and had the Inheritances of the aforesaid Longes. Syr Henry and Sir” 
“ Richard Long were Sunnes to this Thomas. "e 

And Camden gives a similar tradition, in accounting for the origin of surnames, 
confirmatory of I. eland's hearsay, in the following words: — " In respect of” 
“ stature, I could recite to you other examples, but I will oncly adde this ” 
“ which I have read, that a young Gentleman of the house of Preiuc, being of” 
“ tall stature, attending on the Lord Hungerford, Lord Treasurer of England ,” 
“ was among his fellows called Long H., who afterwards preferred to a good ” 
"marriage by his Lord, was called If. Long, that name continued to his” 
“ posteritie, Knights and men of great worship.”J 

There seems little doubt but that credit is to be given to these statements, 
more especially as Camden, who does not quote Leland, but must have read it 
in some other author, gives the original surname of the long person, and 
mentions that a good marriage was the means by which the Lord Hungerford 
set him up. They disagree, certainly, as to the Christian name, in which, most 
probably, Camden is right, for his authority being so minute in the other details, 
was not likely to be incorrect in such an essential. 

The first recorded possessor of South Wraxhall was Robert Longe, who was 
in the commission of the peace in 1420, and M.P. for Wilts in 1433. He is 
stated to have married Alice, daughter of Reginald Popham, of North Bradley, 
Wilts, by whom he had issue three sons, Henry, John, and Reginald. In the 
25th year of the reign of Henry VI. a.d. 1447, Henry was found to be his 

* Sir Henry twpr. lim. icriAitw id Autogr. > A younger B, 

* Sir Hnry Ltng, in another j.lnce, " Thus rydyng 1 lefts ton utrnamo, aboata a t Miles on the lift* Hand. 1** 

** morbid t Places between Matnnbyri and CArpjwaAam notable. Dntiati wber Sir Htnrijt Long bath a fair Manor'* 
'* Place, and a Park about • Mil# from A eon 8tiesme. Dmicrt is a 5 Miles from MaimobyW, and a 5 Miles from" 
" CAippsitboau’’— Jti*. Vol. II. fol. *8 (p. tS, Oxoo. 1711). 

* Ibid. Vol. II. foJ. SO (p» *4, Oxtm. 1711). f C«odr»*» " Remminu," by J. PWlipot, p. 147* 
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heir, and to be upwards of thirty years of age, while Thomas Wayte was found 
to be the heir of Margaret, his wife, and to be upwards of twenty-four years of 
age; so that he must have married, for a second wife, this Margaret, who 
was relict of Edward Wayte, of Draycot Ceme, and daughter of Philip Popham, 
of Berton Sacy, in Hampshire ;* which may account for two coats of the arras 
of Popham having been in the Manor-House, one without, and the other with 
a crescent, the sign of cadence. The style of the Hall, which is the most 
ancient portion of the " Longe Home," would lead one to imagine that this 
Robert was the projector, but no record can be found to assure us of the 
exact time in which it was built; and the armorial bearings, in many in- 
stances our best evidence, arc of little assistance in this inquiry, as they were 
clearly put up at a later period. They consist of shields sculptured on the 
brackets supporting the arched timbers of the hall-roof, which, from their style, 
cannot be anterior to the reign of Henry VII. or Vlll.f The roof itself, which 
is richly ornamented with quatrefoils between the principal rafters, seems 
coeval with the exterior. J 

A visit to these abodes of “ the old English gentlemen ” cannot but impress 
the contemplative mind with reverential awe, and a desire to investigate the 
manners and customs of the times in which they were reared. They for the most 
part assimilate in their general arrangements, which, even in Aubrey's time, were 
kept up in the north : ho says — “ In Scotland, still the Architecture of a Lord’s” 
“ House is thus, viz. a great open Hall, a Kitchen and Buttery, a Parlour, over” 
“ which a Chamber for my Lord and Lady ; all the rest lye in common, viz. the " 
“ Men-servants in the Hall, the Women in a common Room.” Then it was that 
“ the lords of manours kept good houses in their countries, did cat in their" 
“ great Gothick halls at the high table, or oriele,§ the folk at the side tables;” 
when “ the Halls of Justices of the Peace were dreadful to behold, the Skreens ” 
“garnished with Corslets and Helmets, gaping with open Mouth, with Coats” 
“ of Mail, Lances, Pikes, Halberts, brown Bills, Batterdashers, Bucklers, and” 
“ the modern Colivers and Petronels (in King Charles the lst's Time) turned " 

• E*c. Il«. VI. No. 16. t So. FI. XV. t 8 m FI. X. ud XIV. 

$ •* OruU," ba aaya, " is an Ear, but lief? U oneone a little I loom at tba u|>p«r End of tbe Hal!, wham stands a” 
M Square or round Table, perhaps in the old Tims was an Oratory ; in avaiy old Gothic Hall ii ons, in. at Draott, " 
" LtAAaro, Alt! erf an, 4cc. Tbe Meat was served up by H'aleh-U'ardt. Jacks sr* but an Invention of tba o liner Age 
" lb? poor Boy* did turn tbe Spite, and lick - tba Dripping-l’sn and grow to bo lusty Knaves. Here in tbe Hall were" 
" tba Mumblings, Cob-laaf-atealing, and great Dumber of CArorma* I'laya performed.'’ 
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" into Muskets and Pistols. Upon any Occasion of Justing or Tournaments in” 
“ those Days, one of these great Lords sounded his Trumpets (the Lords kept” 
“ Trumpeters, even to King James), and summon'd those that held under them.” 
“ Those again sounded their Trumpets, and so down to the Copyholders,” or 
villains. “ No younger Brothers then were, by the Custom and Constitution ” 
“ of the Realm, to betake themselves to Trades, but were Churchmen, or Re- ” 
“ turners, and Servants to great Men, rid good Horses (now and then took a " 
" Purse), and their Blood, that was bred at the good Tables of their Masters, ” 
" was, upon every Occasion, freely let out in their Quarrels ; it was then too ” 
" common among their Masters to have Feuds with one another, and their” 
“ Servants, at Market, or when they met (in that slashing Age), did commonly ” 
" bang one another's Bucklers. Then an Esquire, when he rode to town, ” 
“ was attended by eight or ten Men in blue Coats, with Badges. The Lords” 
“ (then Lords in Deed as well as Title) lived in their Countries like petty ” 
“ Kings, had Jura Regalia belonging to their Seigniories, had their Castles” 
“ and Boroughs, and sent Burgesses to the Lower House ; had Gallows within” 
" their Liberties, where they could try, condemn, draw and hang ; never went ” 
“ to London but in Parliament-Time, or once a Year to do their Homage and” 
“ Duty to the King. Every baron and gentleman of estate kept great horses ’’ 
“ for a man at arms. Lords had their Armouries, to furnish some hundreds ” 
" of Men.” 

The next possessor of Wraxhall was Henry Lonce, Esq., mentioned above 
as the eldest son and heir; he was Sheriff for Wilts in 1157, 1176, and 1183.f 
We find him named in the will of Margaret Lady Ilungerford, as feoffee, 
together with Thomas Tropencll,J in 1476: he married, first, Johanne, 
daughter of J. Ernleigh ; secondly, Margaret, daughter of John Newburgh of 
Lulworth, in Dorsetshire ; and, thirdly, another Johanne, who survived him ; 
but by neither had he any issue. The two former are mentioned in his will as 
“ nuper uxores mei," which bears date at IVroxhall, 1st May, a.d. 1490; lie 
" commends his soul to God the Father Almighty, the blessed Virgin Mary,” 
“ and all Saints,” and requests that his body be buried in the Church of 

* Aubrey * J MiKvMaaiti.'* Pp. *8, *9, and 30. or hi Introduction to » History of the Northern Division of Will*. 

t In Hmrt. MSS. 433, p. 33. ** Henry Long, Ute Sbircff of the Couatie of Wiltesa,'' is said to b*»e rooeired a 
perdon from Richard HI. a.d. 14ft3; also, " Thomas Tropeaali, of dial dele Id, in tbe Countie of Wilts, Eiquirw, bath ” 
** a general! perdosme." 

{ Thornes TropeaeSl was also Feotfse to Robert Lord Hungsrford, a.d, 1487. — See “ Historical Account of Gt. 
Chelfield." Part if. Lxmmplnnf Grtkic ArrAUscltw*. " TWd Ssrier/’ p. 7. f 
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Wroxhall, coram alia cruce;" and, among many other bequests, in pioi mbs, 
he leaves " to the parochial Church of Wroxhall xxs. for vestments.”* 

The maiden suniame of his widow is not known, but, from a monument 
still existing in the Long's Chapel at Wraxhall Church, which bears the arms of 
Long impaling Berkeley quarterly with Seymour (to the memory of a widow, 
as the crimping of the cap sufficiently testifies), who must have been a Berkeley 
by an heiress of Seymour, it may be safely presumed that this monument, with 
which the chapel is coeval, was erected by 

Sir Thomas Lonoe, Knioht (who inherited the estates of his uncle), to the 
memory of his aunt; and that she was a daughter of Thomas Berkeley by 
Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Seymer, f this being the only match on record 
the dates of which will warrant the marriage with a Long. This monument, 
of which a woodcut is subjoined, is of late date, as may be seen by the style of 
mouldings, the sculpture of the figures, and the form of the shields.! The 
figure is partly restored, as shewn by the dotted lines. 



• See hit will, art length, in Apptnslix, No. 111. t L* Ncth'i Baronets, Vol. I. Coll. Arau. 

t This monument, and the chapel which wu built for it, is thna noticed by Aubrey, to his MSS. under 
" 8, Wimtt." “ In the Church here in Long'* Chapelt* an old altar monument of freestone an w« k lie* a figure” 
" with a robe, but eo cot** with a deeke not well to be discerned. I pun** it to be of * woman. In the limb* are tbs'* 
" Marshall's locks as in tbe margin : in the middle of y* N. aide ia an Angel bolding y* Scutcheon is the margin,” 
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Sir Thomas was son and heir of John Longe (second son to Robert), 
who married Margaret, sister and coheiress of Thomas Wayte, of the Temple 
and of Draycot, and younger daughter of Edward Wayte by Margaret 
Popham, who, as is stated above, in her widowhood married Robert Longe. 
By this intermarriage, the manor of Draycot* was acquired “in jure uxorit ,’’ 
which was held, as Aubrey tells us, "by petit serjeantie, viz. by being” 
“ marshall at the king’s coronation, which was the reason the Cerncs, who ” 
“ held it prior to the Waytcs, gave the marshall’s lock for their cognizance.”f 
This marshall's lock was most probably adopted as a badge by Sir Thomas 
Longe, and on the monument in question it is profusely scattered ; which 
circumstance may be deduced as another reason for attributing it and the 
chapel to his piety. lie was sheriff in 1501, and executor to Richard Lord 
St. Amand in 1508 ; he married Margery, daughter of Sir George Darcll of 
Littlecote, Wilts. Sir Thomas was among the “ grtatf rompaigltp Of HOblf ” 
" meant ” who went, with Edward Duke of Buckingham, in 1496, to meet the 
King (Henry VII.) at Taunton, then in pursuit of Perkin Warbeck.J This 
circumstance, it is conjectured, was recorded by the painted glass which, in 
Aubrey's time, adorned the tracery-headed windows of the manor-house ; not 


" supported with two lyons posaant guardant, «-<* aeeme to bare bean crowned or heaumed, ami bare a neckcloth w th in’* 
" inreckted as low as bis ah o older* ; the one bath on bia shoulder the (Shield) of the (M'ingr conjoined) ; tbo other “ 
“ the (ShitU) of Long. The South aide wu aa the North, but now almost defaced. The Windows are all defaced of" 
“ tbia Chapell, aa also of the Church ; in the E. Window of the Chancel is ouly sign of a Scuticon.” 

“ In the Chapell," 

“ In ( *• Here lieth the body of Cap*. John Long, Eaq r . ton of John Long, Eaq. Justice of tb* Peace and Quo* " 

Freestone. run, who departed tbia life in the City of Weatmiiuiter, the 55 of Febr. 1655. A marble blank.” 

"In freealooe, here lieth the body of Will. Long. Eaq. who dyed 1 1 Sept. 1664.” 

•* Hero lieth Walter Long, of South Wraxball, Gent, son of John Long, Eaq*. and Juatice of Peace and Quor. ” 
" who died at East llrent, in Somerset, 11 Oct. 1669. Here lieth aiao the body of Barbara, bia wife, who died 14 Oct. ” 
•* 1669. Here lieth the body of William Awbrey, late of Chadd««aw, in tbe parish of Mear, in y* County of Wild, ** 
" Eaq. who dyed 8 Jan- 1664. Are y* HSS. of 1649 not in y* Cpelte. In the Chapell ant two handsome nichae* 
“ and holy water-potte.” 

" Over a lata dura, w ch opens into Longa Chapelle, R- An. DBa 1566. L. (between the Marshall'* lock and lha 
Stag'a-head.) 

• Danl quod villa da Da* rear fun do aerj tulia docnioi Regia, et Johannes de Vernayi tennit eom et similiter nliaa* 
" terns per serriciam invenieudi in boepicio doOiini Regia torciam Virgam Moreecalcie, et idem Johannes dedit ten am M 
“ illam Magiatro Henrico dt Cent* per certain auaia , quod dnnum dominua Rex nunc ooufirmarit per cartam auam, et " 
*• PA tkppu* de Ceme berea ojusdem aaodo earn tenet-" — Roto li IIvKoatnoatin, Vol. II. p. 555. Temp. Henry 111. 

♦ Aubrey't " ColUrtum /or WUl»* I*art II. p. 63. Printed by J. Davy, Quaen -Street, Seven Dials. I-oodoo, 
1811. 

t Hia companiooa from W tluhire were, Moeith Berkeley, IViliifa Star ton, John Stmer, Richard lleauchemp , Roger 
Tohete, Ktlvarde Darell, Amu Paulet, and It’iUuua Sd interna ur. — Tna Chronicle or John Haruykg, by Richard Graf loo, 
fol. 86, of the Continuation in prom. Loud, 1543. 
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a vestige of this elegant accompaniment of Gothic architecture now remains, 
save only a small portion in a window over the porch, which induced the 
author to visit the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford, where he transcribed 
Aubrey's notes, and took memoranda of the coats-of-arms (in the original, 
all drawn and emblazoned): they will be found in the Appendix. Sir 
Thomas Longe was knighted at the marriage of Prince Arthur ; and his arms, 
as entered in Claud. C. 111., are Long and Seymour quarterly.* He, the 
author presumes, put up the brackets of the hall-roof shewn in Plate XV., 
ns the fetterlock appears on one of them ; and probably added the Entrance- 
Gateway', as, on oue of the terminations to the label over the arch (which 
is very flat, four- centred -pointed of late date) is the same fetterlock ; on the 
other was a stag’s head, now destroyed, but which was perfect when Aubrey 
wrote.f 

There is a great similarity in the plan and elevation of the hall and offices 
to Great Chalfield (distant only three miles): so much so, that one would 
almost imagine South Wraxhall, which is certainly the older of the two, served 
as a model for that magnificent fabric, although the dimensions of the two are 
very different ; that at Chalfield being much larger. J 

“ Sir Thomas Long, Knight, lyes buried by the north wall of the chancell," 
“ under a rich Gothique alter monument of freestone without inscription, his" 
" heaume and crest do yet hang up.” § 

The next possessor was Sir Henry Longe, Knigbt, son of Sir Thomas, who 
was sheriff for Wilts in 1512, 1526, 1537, 1512 ; for Somerset, in 1538 ; for 


• Margery, hi* wife, waa daughter of Sir Georgo Darell. by Marga j ft Seymour. 4 ‘ MS. Podigraet of Long,” by Baits, 
in tht ptMUuioB of Walter Long, Eaq. M.P. 

t He died in 1700, at Oxford, on hie way to Draycot. 

t S«i Port II. Examplm or Gorinc AacurrecTcat, Tinao Sum. Compare PI. III. Greet Chalfield, 
with PI. II— UI. Soalh WruhmlL 

$ Col/eciinni for Wit u, Part II. p. 62, " The coat** of itcin on thia tnonumant ar» u foUowatb; — Wv*t End; " 
" I. S'. John quartering Delamare. G. 2 lions pus. gnrtL O. Sooth Side : II. Long. S. crustily off croaaleU and a li-r A.” 

** III. Barltley impaling , , • . per pale O. and ax. a croox-tnoUne countercharged. IV’. Long impaling DayraU * 
" A a. li. r. A. crowned O. Eaat End : V. Seymour. G. two wingi inverted O. About the cornice of tba monutnant,” 
*• thus ; — West End : VL O. on a cbiaf G. 2 ittga' Uadi caboaaed O. VIL Cernc. Ax. a home’* head coop. O. YUI/* 
* Sturton. 8. a bead O bu 6 fountains. IX. Tba Marshall’* felt lock, or band bolt. X. O. on a chief G. a bezant ” 
** between 2 Blag*’ Iweda cabtiaaed O. XI. Long imp. a ebarroo quartering Seymour. A txoea croaalec XII. Sturton,” 
“ aa befora, XIII. Sturton between two oroaa croaaleta. XIV. Saymoor, aa before. XV. . . • . On a ebarroo” 
M ...... 3 betaota. XVI. A. on a chief G. a bezant between 2 wiagi O. XVII. A. li. r. S. collared O.** 

“ langtsed and armed G. XVIII. Aa. a band engrail colixed O. XIX. Idem cum XVII. XX. Long imp. quarterly " 
• ... • Q. € erne's coata, and if Wayte did not marry the daughter and heir of Cerne ?'* 1‘hia raunumeut 
ta engraved in the Genitemmn'i Magazine for June 1033, and an amended description ia given of it by C. E. Long, Esq. 
who viaited it. 
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Dorset in 1539; and M.P. for Wilts, 1552, 53.* He married, first, Frideswide, 
daughter of Sir John Hungerford, of Down Ampney, great-grandson of the 
Lord Treasurer; and, secondly, Eleanor, daughter of Richard Wrottesley, of 
Wrottesley, in Staffordshire, relict of Edmund Levcrscdge, of Frome Selwood, 
Somersetshire. Sir Henry was present at the siege of Boulogne, accompanied 
Henry VIII. to the Field of the Cloth of Gold, and was knighted for making a 
gallant charge at Thcrouenne, in Picardy, in the sight of Henry, when a new 
crest, consisting of a lion's head, with a man’s hand in its month, was granted to 
him : his banner bears the motto, — *• Fortune soies heurevx“ neither of which is 
to be found in the manor-house, so that, with greater safety, we may attribute the 
pure Gothic portion of the building to an earlier period than during his possession ; 
since it may be fairly presumed that a crest, so nobly obtained, would have 
inspired vanity sufficient to “ cause it to be graven in stone ” on any building 
he may have projected. A fireplace there is indeed, but of bad detail, in 
the bedroom, over what is presumed to have been the ancient parlcure, and 
ascended by a staircase from it, which, in one spandril, bears the initials 
for Sir Henry Long, and in the other, JQ, ©. linked together by a 
Gordian knot, for Henry and Eleanor, his second wife. By the first marriage 
he had no male issue to survive him ; but by the second, six sons and three 
daughters. The eldest son. 

Sir Robert Lottos, Knight, inherited Wraxhall and Draycot ; he was 
sheriff for Wilts in 1575, served at the siege of Boulogne, and was esquire 
of the body to King Henry VIII. He married Barbara, daughter of Sir 
Edward Came, of Wenny, Glamorganshire, by whom he had issue, four 
sons and one daughter. Sir Robert, who probably was the first Protestant 
member of this family, enclosed the Long’s Chapel, in South Wraxhall Church, 
by building up a doorway to the left of the monument mentioned above, and a 
solid wall to the right, for the convenience, no doubt, of a family pew, by which 
the east and west ends were destroyed (on the east end is still to be seen one- 
half of an angel, with expanded wings). In after times the work of desecration 
was completed, for the south side was sadly mutilated before Aubrey saw it, 
which, he says, “ was as the north, but nowe almost defaced.” The sculpture 
seems to have been, since then, wilfully chipped off, to allow of its being more 

• Tie following occur* in “ Valor Ercle»iw»tiru» " (26 11 ml VIII. a.d. 1535) under Prtery cj t’arltigA - — 

Feed’ 

*' Hi* Kin Loxg milit’ Mn H capit’lia drt priont’ p«r annu‘ 

I 
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conveniently boarded up, for nothing is now discernible save the rude strokes 
of an untutored chisel. Over the outer door of this chapel are Sir Robert l.ong's 
initials; viz. R. An. Dni. 1506. L. between the marshal's fetterlock and the 
stag’s head ; which evidently shews a wish on his part to be considered as the 
founder, for the stone on which these cognizances are sculptured has been 
inserted, while the jambs of the doorway arc original. The same initials are 
also on the doorway leading from the church to the chape). His eldest son. 
Sir Walter Lonoe,* Knight, next succeeded, who was M.P. for Wilts in 
1502, and Sheriff in 1601. He married, first, Mary, daughter of Sir William 
Packington, of Westwood, in Worcestershire, Knight, by whom he had two sons 
and one daughter; and, secondly, Catharine, daughter of Sir John Thynne, of 
Longleat, Knight, by whom he had six sons and six daughters. To him we arc 
iudebted for the chimney-piece in the hall, which hears the date of An. Dili. 1598, 
and the arms of Long impaling Came — his father’s coat ; see Plate XIV. He also 
made many additions to the Manor-House itself ; the left wing containing, as at 
Chalfield, the guest-chamber, was pulled down, and a stately withdrawing- 
room built, ornamented by a richly carved chimney-piece, and a ribbed plaster 
ceiling. In giving additional width to this room, it was found expedient to 
preserve the old roof (which still exists, as shewn in Plate XVI.), and for the 
support of the wall-plate to leave a pier about midway between the two end 
walls, thereby occasioning a curious angular projection inside the room, opposite 
the fireplace, ornamented with niches and dwarf columns. A view of this room 
is given in Plate XVII., for which the author is indebted to Walter Long, Esq. 
M.P. the present proprietor : it did not form part of the plan of this work ; but 
as the Gothic and the later styles (of which there are many good examples 
here) are so completely blended, it was deemed a pity, by those who have 
kindly taken an interest in the present publication, to leave this “ noble room," 
as Aubrey calls it, untouched. The alteration seems, from the style of the fire- 

• "Sir Walt Lpng, of Draycot (gr. father to this S f Janies Long), married a daughter of Sir Jo. Tbjnne, by ” 
“ which mt'tinos, and tbiiir consimility of disposition, th*re reTy conjunct friendship between the two brothers ** 
" (Raleighs) and him; nnd old John Long, wbo then waited on S r W, Long, being one timo in 1 h« Friry-Garden with ** 
*' Li* matter, saw tliw Eurlr of Nottingham wipe the dual from Sir Walter R.*s (Raleigh's) shoes with his rluahe id ” 

“ compliment He (Sir W’. Raleigh) was the first that brought tobacco into England, and into 

" fashion. In our part of North Wilta,— r.g. Malmesbury hundred,— it coma first into fashion by S' Walter Lang. " 
" They had, first, ailror pipe*. The ordinary sort made use of a waluut-ahcll nud a atrawc. 1 bar* beard toy gr. ” 
“ father Lyle say. that one pipe was banded from man to man round the table."— .Avauev's LtUtn aid Lim af 
Men. Bro. London, IB13. Vol. II. pp. 511, 51*. 
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place, which is much purer in detail than is usually met with, to have been made 
in the early part of the reign of James I. The details of the windows certainly 
come under the denomination of Elizabethan, as also the exterior composition 
of the gables; but as the niches before mentioned are proved to be coeval 
with the first alteration, and are of the same style as the fireplace, it 
may be safely attributed to that era, and only shews how gradually one 
fashion gave place to another. To the rear of this room, and ascended by a 
short flight of steps from it, is a bedroom, with a fireplace of the same style, 
bearing, in panels, the following inscriptions : — Faber est quisq. fortune sue, 
on one side; on the other, Aequa laus est a laudaiis laudari, el ab improbo 
improbari ; and in the centre, on a bracket, where sits a monkey, Mors rapit 
omnia. These steps also lead into a small closet over the north-cast bay, but 
all communication with that over the north-west bay was cut off by the altera- 
tions : the door, however, remains some feet above the present floor of the 
drawing-room, behind the stone-work of the great fireplace ; it is visible inside 
the closet, as shewn in Plate XIV. No. 3. 

“ The second wife," says Aubrey, “ did use much artifice to render the Son " 
“ by the first Wife (who had not much Promethean Eire) odious to his Father. ” 
“ She would get her acquaintance to make him Drunk, and then expose him ” 
“ in that condition to his Father ; in fine, she never left off her Attempts till " 
“ she had got Sir Walter to disinherit him. She laid the scene for doing this” 
“ at Bath, at the Assizes, where was her brother Sir Egrimond Thynne, an ” 
“ eminent Sergeant at Law, who drew the writing ; and his Clerk was to sit up ” 
“ all night to engross it. As he was Writing, he perceived a Shadow from the ” 
"Candle; he look'd up, and there appeared a Hand, which immediately” 
“ vanished ; he was startled at it, but thought it might be only his fancy,” 
“ being Sleepy ; so he Writ on : by and by, a fine white Hand interposed ” 
“ between the Writing and the Candle (he could discern it was a Woman’s ” 
" Hand), but vanish’d as before. I have forgot, it appeared a third Time." 
" But with that the Clerk threw down his Pen, and would engross no more, ” 
“ but goes and tells his Master of it, and absolutely Refused to do it. But ” 
“ it was done by somebody, and Sir Walter Long was prevailed with to Seal ” 
" and Sign it He lived not long after ; and his body did not go quiet to the * 
" Grave, it being Arrested at the Church Porch by the Trustees of the first Lady.” 
" The Heir’s Relations took his Part, and Commenced a suit against Sir Walter ’ 
“ (the second Son), and compet’d him to accept of a Moiety of the Estate : so ” 
“the eldest Son kept South Wraxhall ; and Sir Walter, the second Son,” 
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“ Draycot-Cernes, &c. This was about the Middle of the Reign of James the " 
“ First.”* 

John Lono, Esq. the eldest son, who was thus persecuted by his step- 
mother, married Anne,-|- daughter of Sir William Eyre, of Great Chalficld, by 
whom he had four sons and one daughter : the eldest, 

John Long, Esq. inherited, who married twice : by the first wife he had 
a daughter ; and by the second, who was Catherine, daughter of John Paynter, 
he had a son, Hope, and three daughters. 

lIoi'K Long, Esq. married, first, Mary, daughter of John Long, Esq. of 
Monkton, by whom he had a son, John, who died before his father, and one 
daughter ; secondly, Grace, relict of Blanchard, Esq. of Preston, Somer- 

setshire, by whom he had no issue. He died in 1715, when the estate passed 
to his uncle, 

Walter Long, Esq. of Bristol, whose son, 

Walter, died in 1731, set. 84, unmarried, and bequeathed his estates to the 
sons of his cousin, Catherine, wife of John Long, of Monkton ; her elder son, 
John, who was fellow of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and rector of 
Meseyhampton, in Gloucestershire, died in 1748, unmarried, when the estate 
went to his brother, 

Thomas Long, Esq. of Melksham, who had married Mary, daughter of 

Abbot, Esq. of Chippenham. Next succeeded his son, 

Walter Long, Esq. of Wraxhall and Whaddon (well known as Mr. Walter 
Long, of Bath), who died, unmarried, in 1807, set. 95, and bequeathed his 
estates at Wraxhall, Whaddon, See. to trustees, remainder to 

W'alter Long, Esq. son and heir of Richard Godolphin Long, Esq. of 
Rood Ashton, who is the present proprietor, and who, the author rejoices to 
be able to add, intends to preserve this venerable fabric from further decay. 
Mr. Long is maternally descended from the original proprietors of South 
Wraxhall, as may be seen by a reference to the pedigree, Appendix No. I. He 

• Aubrvf'n ,l Mitcillaniet,” pp. 75, 76. 8 * 0 . Land. 171 1. The following extract more fully illustrate* the disposition 
and character of thin lady: — ** Six \Ya\ltr (of Draucrt in H'ifti) Widow did anala a aolomn promise to him” 

*' on hu Dumb -bed, that abe would not luairv oftcr U« Decease. But not lwig after, one Sir * * T **7 ** 

" beautiful young Gentleman, did win her Lore ; ao that, notwithstanding Her promise aforesaid, «hr married him - ” 
M She married at Sou lb lYrutkalt, where tbo picture of Sir IFiilfrr bung orer tho Parlour Door, as it doth now at” 
•- Draycvi. Ab Sir—— Fox led hia Bride by the llnud from the Church (which u near the Houw) into the Parlour,” 
“ ibe string of the Picture broke, and the Picture fell on her Shoulder, and crack'd in the full : (it wna Painted on ” 
" Wood, aa the Fashion waa in those Days :) this made her Ladyship reflect on hex promise, and drew some Tears from " 
*' her Lye*.’’— Isio. pp. 43, 44. 

■f See p. 30. 
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is a magistrate and deputy-lieutenant, and M.P. for the Northern Division of 
the County of Wilts. He married, 3d August, 1819, Mary Anne, second 
daughter of the Right lion. Archibald Colquhoun, of Killermont, in the county 
of Dumbarton, Lord Registrar of Scotland, and has issue three sons, W alter, 
Richard Penruddock, and Henry William ; and three daughters, Mary Anne, 
Catherine Flora Henrietta, and Jane Agnes. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES. 


Plate I. Perspective View. 

This is a Perspective View, from the south-west ; on the right is the Entrance- 
Gateway, which was, at one time, flanked by buildings;* the Hall and With- 
drawing-Room occupy the centTe and front the west, looking into the Court ; 
on the left is a long line of offices and bed-rooms, at the further end of which is 
a good example of a corbelled chimney-shaft. The wall which encloses the 
court is shewn broken down, so as not to intercept the view. In this wall, and 
exactly opposite the porch of the hall, is an old doorway, which formerly led 
into the Plaisaunce ; see 

Plate II. — III. The Ground-Plan. 

At the bottom of the plate is the Entrance-Gateway, flanked on the right by 
a room, added temp. Elizabeth, and formerly on the right by buildings supposed 
to have been stables. This Gateway originally extended only to the depth of 
fourteen feet, as will be shewn hereafter; it leads into the Court; on entering 
which, to the right, is the Porch of the Hall ; a Screen, in the style of James I., 
divides off a passage, which leads, by a covered way, into another Court ; under 

• In lli* ** GfiUffflwn'i Miijjaiiw " for March 1838, p. fM, » woodcut in gir«n, showing those building*, which 
s** eci to Imre been tiabtn, but of later dote than On* gatehouse. 
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this covered way is the door of the Kitchen ; to the east of which another 
Kitchen was added temp. Elizabeth or James I., shewn in a lighter tint. The 
Parlour was entered from the passage-end of the Ilall ; it has been subdivided by 
modern partitions ; a staircase leads out of this up to the Host's Chamber (see 
Plates IV. and V). At the upper end of the Hall are two Bays ; that to the 
left leads into what was the Buttery, now a becr-ccllar; and that to the right by 
a Staircase up to the ancient Guest Chamber, which w'as enlarged and con- 
verted into a withdrawing-room :* at the foot of the staircase, to the right, is a 
Dining-room. + A long line of offices occupies the upper end of this court, which 
has been added to at various dates. The oldest portion is shewn by the darkest 
tint ; it seems coeval with the hall, and originally stood detached : a kind of 
conservatory was added to the east, and a communication formed with the other 
buildings, as the quoin still visible at a, and a window and door at b b, now 
stopped up, prove; a loop-hole at c, and old quoins at /hid d, shew that the 
west wall was originally an exterior one. Various details are shewn, referred 
by letter to the plan. 


Plate IV. — V. The First-Floor Plan. 

In both plans the dark tint shews the ancient portions, the lighter tint the 
alterations and additions, and the light tint within dotted lines shews the 
situation of the original walls, which were taken down. The principal alteration 
from the original design was effected about the latter part of the reign of 
Elizabeth, or the beginning of that of James I., by removing the ancient Guest 
Chamber, marked a a a a, and substituting a larger and wider room, richly 
fitted up as a 1 Vi thdra wing- Room , which is shewn in Plate XVII. ; but the old 
roof, given in Plate XVI., was retained, and for the support of the wall-plate, a 
pier was left opposite the fireplace, thereby occasioning a curious angular 
projection inside the room, ornamented by niches, which seem to have served as 
seats. There are two immense windows at opposite corners of this room, one 
looking over the court into the plaisauncc, the other into the garden ; which 
latter is approached by a door on the landing of the stairs, from the hall. The 
details are referred by letter. 

• Aubrey call* thi* " The difling-room, which ti a rcry noble one but the great distance of ihe kitchen from this 
room, induce* the author to think that it *ra» originally intended us ■ drawing-room. 

•f Thi* Aubrey calls the Parlour; but in other buildings of the same kind the parlour U invariable on th« right, a* 
shewn on the plate, near the kilebea, &c. 
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The Entrance Gateway. 

Plate VI. Plan and Elevation. This seems to have been built in the 
early part of the reign of Henry VIII., subsequent to the acquisition of the 
Manor of Draycot Cerne by Sir Thomas Long, as the badge borne by the 
possessors of that Manor, the Marshal's lock or Fetter-lock, is still remaining 
on one of the terminations of the label — viz. that to the left ; on the other was 
a stag's head, as we are told by Aubrey, and not as shewn in the Plate. On the 
corbelling of the oriel window is a shield, bearing the arms of Long. The 
angle buttresses are peculiar, and very pleasing in effect. On entering the 
archway, to the right is a Staircase leading up to the room above ; further on 
is a doorway, which formerly was a foot entrance into the court, corresponding 
with the one on the left, which entered from the road. This gateway has been 
added to, as the original roof extends only to the length of fourteen feet, while 
it now measures upwards of thirty feet ; on the apex of the gable has been a 
finial. 

Plate VII. Longitudinal Section and First-Floor Plan. The original roof 
is here shewn : on the plan, the darker tint shews the extent of the old walls, 
enclosing the Porter’s Dwelling. 

Plate VIII. Elevation and Section of the Oriel Window. Above the battle- 
ments has originally been a roofing of water-tables, finished, probably, by 
some ornament or armorial bearing, as at Chalfield and other places ; it is, at 
present, quite flat, as the dark tint shews. This window is provided with a 
stone seat and elbows, and was originally full of painted glass. The details are 
shewn in 

Plate IX. On the left are Plans at three different heights ; in the centre 
of the Plate is the shield at large, bearing a lion rampant on a field seme of 
cross crosslets, the original arms of Long; also the angle-jambs and mullions, 
and the termination of the label over the archway, on which is carved the 
marshal s-lock ; to the right is a section of the cornice, the corbel-mouldings, 
and the arch-mouldings below, together with an exterior and interior elevation 
of one of the lights, and a section of the basement moulding : all at large. 
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The Banqueting Hall, &c. 

Plate X. shews the elevation of the Hall to the right, and that of the 
Drawing-Room to the left. The Hall, in its masses, resembles that at Great 
Chalficld, and is entered, under an open archway, by a Porch; on the other 
side is a Bay, and the Chimney-Shaft occupies precisely the same situation as 
at Chalfield; it has been rebuilt, so that the capping is not original. The 
Drawing-room window is remarkable for its immense size ; it was added about 
the time of James I. The mouldings are given in Plate IV. — V. ; it extended 
only as far as the quoin shewn to the left of this window. At the bottom of 
the Plate are two of the Gap-mouth s referred by numbers ; the others are shewn 
in Plate XVI. On the left is a Chimney-Shaft, belonging to the old portion of 
the offices, which is seen in the Perspective View, Plate I. : it is supported on 
a buttress and corbels. 

Plate XI. shews the Porch to a larger scale, and a section through the 
same ; in the quatrefoil of the window is the only portion of painted glass now 
left. The rafters of this roof are cut in one piece, like ship timbers. The 
Water-Tables of the Buttresses, the Label, and the Jamb-Mouldings, are given 
at large. 

Plate XII. gives the Exterior and Interior Elevations of the Window of the 
Bay, shewn in Plate X., with a section and details of the same. The Mullions 
are plain in their mouldings, but this window is very neatly finished inside, by a 
column supporting a four-centred arch. 

Plate XIII. gives an Elevation of one of the Windows of the Hall, interior 
and exterior, with a Section ; these, like those of the bays, arc finished inside by 
a column, supporting a four-centred arch, while, on the outside, their arches are 
two-centred. They arc extremely elegant, and, though plain in their mould- 
ings, are chaste and pleasing in effect, and, by being ornamented with tracery, 
make us regret the absence of it at Great Chalfield. The Jamb and Mullions, 
the Label which is peculiar in not having a bead, but coming out from the 
flush of the wall by a cavetto; the Interior Arch-Mould, the Capital, and Base 
of the Column, are given at large. 
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Plate XIV. Longitudinal and Transverse Sections of the Hall, and sections 
of the Bays. The elegant open roof is shewn, which is ornamented by quatre- 
foils between the principal rafters; and the arched beams are supported by 
brackets, on which are shields, with the armorial bearings relating to the family 
of Long : one of these brackets was destroyed by increasing the thickness of the 
end wall to the right, in order to carry up the flue of the Drawing-room. The 
Chimney-piece, which bears the date An. DiTi. 1598, is interesting as a specimen 
of Elizabethan detail. The Arms on the Shield are those of Long, impaling a 
pelican feeding her young, for Came, which shews the marriage of Sir Robert 
Long with Barbara, daughter of Sir Edward Came, the parents of Sir Walter 
Long, by whom this was put up. 

Plate XV. gives a Transverse Section of the Roof to a larger scale, with 
details of its timbers, and the brackets supporting the arched beams of the roof, 
together with the shields at large. No. 1 bears the Marsh alt’s -lock, a cog- 
nizance adopted by the Longs, as mentioned above. No. 2 bears the arms of 
Popharn, which are, on a chief, two stags' heads caboshed, charged with a 
crescent. No. 3, which is shewn on the bracket to the right, bears Long 
impaling Popham. No. 4. Ten billets, 1, 3, 3, and 3, for Cowdray. No. 5. Long. 
No. 6. On a chevron, three torteaux between ten crosslets, for Berkeley. 
No. 7. Long impaling Berkeley. No. 8. Two wings for Seymour. These 
shields, and the mouldings on which they are placed, are carved in stone ; no 
vestige of the emblazoning is left, but, by reference to Appendix, No. IV., it can 
be supplied : the upper part of the bracket is of oak. They seem of later 
date than the roof, and were probably put up by Sir Thomas Long, who built 
the Gatehouse. 

Plate XVI. At the top of this Plate, to the right, is shewn a transverse 
section of the original roof of the Guest Chamber, still existing over the 
Drawing-room ceiling ; and to the left, two compartments of the same longi- 
tudinally. Half of one compartment of the Hall-roof is shewn in plan to a 
larger scale, and the other Gap-mouths referred to Plate X. by numbers. 

Plate XVII. The Drawinc-Room. 

This is a Perspective View of tho Drawing-Room from the door, as you enter, 
from off the landing of the staircase. It is in the style of the reign of James I. 

X 
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The Fireplace on the left is much purer in its enrichments than is usually met 
with in this style. A male and a female figure, with Ionic caps, on each side, 
support a rich comice, which is surmounted by a stylobate, whereon are placed 
columns and entablature of the Corinthian order : between the columns, which 
are also enriched, are Ggures of Prudence, Arithmetic, Geometry, and Justice. 
On the pedestal supporting Arithmetics, is the following inscription : — 

Par imjiar numeric veatigo rite •ubactin, 

Me pete, conciune, »i numeraire cupU; 

and, on that supporting Geometria, — 

Mens uras rerum spatiis dimetiora equU 
Quid ccelo distet Terra* locusque loco. 

Prvdentia and Jvstisia have no motto. In the centre is a figure of Pan. 
Opposite the fireplace is an angular projection, ornamented with niches, which 
seem to have served as seats. The ceiling is coved up to the form of the old 
roof shewn in Plate XVI., and is richly ribbed in plaster. 
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CijurcJ) of $eter, at Btotoeston, 

WILTSHIRE. 


The churches of St Peter and St. Nicholas, at Biddeston, remarkable for their 
peculiar but picturesque bell-turrets, seem to be of great antiquity ; and, as the 
presentations always mention the church of St. Peter before the vicarage of 
St. Nicholas, we may with safety presume that there must have been a building 
long anterior to the one which forms the subject of the five following Plates. 

The great charm of these bell-turrets being almost lost when drawn geome- 
trically, the author has been induced to insert perspective sketches of both. 



ST. PETES's. ST. SICnOLls'S. 
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It will be seen that that of St. Nicholas is, in point of style, much older 
than that of St Peter’s, which latter comes under the denomination of Perpendi- 
cular English ; while the former, from the string-course under the spire, down- 
wards, is decidedly Norman. The one seems to have been copied from the 
other; and, most probably, the original design was executed in the old church of 
St. Peter’s, which must have been pulled down, and has thus been perpetuated. 
Whether this was the primitive form of the bell-turret in Saxon times, would be 
a curious inquiry, and not without interest. In PI. XXXII. of the “ Benedic- 
tionalc of St ./Ethel wold," engraved in Vol. XXIV. of the “ Archaeologia," is the 
representation of a bell-turret, containing several bells ; and the form of the 
open part, in which the bells are hung, is by no means unlike these ; and at 
Binsey, near Oxford, is a similar one, “ part of which,” Ingram says, “ may be 
older than the Norman conquest." There are two other churches in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of Biddeston which have bell-turrets built upon the same 
plan ; viz. Corston, and Lcigh-dc-la-Mere. There is also one at Acton-turville, 
on the borders of Gloucestershire, between Badminton and Corsham, and one 
at Boxwell, in the same county. 

The attention of the author was called to these churches by C. W. Los- 
combe, Esq., an ingenious antiquary, who considers that they were of Saxon 
origin : he says, — 

" Finding churches, with these peculiar characteristics, so widely scattered ” 
" over the country, all of them exhibiting ornaments of the earliest period, ” 
“ and differing so much in general from those we know to be Norman build-” 
" ings, the inference I draw is, that they must be referred to the fashion of a " 
“ time, and not of a locality, and that that time must be the Saxon.” 

The church of St. Peter must have been at one time much larger, and what 
remains of the portions destroyed bears date much earlier than the present nave. 
Opposite to the door leading from the porch into the nave is another door, 
with an early English arch and ornament ; and in the north wall is a piscina, 
shewn in Plate IV., of the same date: this, probably, was in a chantry chapel, 
belonging to some ancient owner of the manor-house, within the precincts of 
which the church stands. The arch is still left which led to it, but has been 
built up with a window inserted, the arch being still visible, as shewn in 
Plate V. : there is another archway in the east wall, now fdled up, which led 
into the chancel. 

The patronage seems to have been vested in the prior of Monkton Farley, 
as the early presentations shew, and in “ Computus Prioratus de Farlegii, temp. 
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Joh. Stone Prioris, A 0 . 17 Regis” (Henry VIII.), under " Firmae Dccimarum,” 


is the following : — 

“ Bydiliston — 6 0 0 ” 

“ Byddiston — Pens’ eccl’ 0 2 0” 


and in the “ Valor Ecclesiasticus,” 26 Henry VIII., under " Prioratus de 
Farlegh ” — 

“ l.ODOW ioo nunc Priore it) in »al’, vii' in Spufil’ in Com’ Wiltcs' ’’ 

“ Annu' Pore' Dccimar’ recopt’ in dires Vill' subsequen’ ” 

“ In Bydston cu' Harth*m 6 0 0” 

and under “ Procur’ solut' ” 

Archidec’ Wiltes’ Pro ecclia de Slaughtonford, 5*. 9} d. Et Bidoston, 6». 9Jd.” 

“ Ob. II*. Id''* 

It seems afterwards to have devolved on the lord of the manor, when the 
vicarage of St. Nicholas and the chapel of Slaughterford were annexed to it. It 
is now in the patronage of Winchester College, and is a discharged rectory, 
composed of the two rectories of St. Nicholas and St. Peter, in the archdeaconry 
of Wilts and dioccss of Sarum, valued in K. B. 21. 13*. id., ann. val. P. R. 140/. 

PRESENTATIONS, t 



Eccl IBM, YlCikli, TIL 

Cmtu. 

Pmom 

Clsmcoi. 

1323 

Capell. Budeston S - Petri 

Prior de Farlegh 

Rogerus de Sutton 

1331 

Cape). St Petri de Budes- 
ton 

j Prior de Farlegh 

Robertas Lovcl dc M ti- 
kes ham 

1347 

Cap. Budesdon St Petri 

Rex 

Johannes Godele, p. r. 
Roberti Lovel 

1354 

E. Budestone St Pet 

Rex 

Symon Cosyn 

1361 

E. Budesden St Petri 

Prior de Farle 

Johannes de Stureburn,p. r. 
Simonis Cosyn 

1391 

E. Biddeston S. Petri 

Prior de S' Magdalena de 
Farley 

W"N Gardiner, p. m. 
Sewaldi u. Ii. 

1417 

E» Budeston 

Prior de Farlegh 

Rogerus Priotseotc, p. m, 
\V“' Bryd 

1419 

E. Biddeston 

Prior de Farlegh 

Ricardus Julian, vice 
Rogeri Prescote 

1421 

E. Bvddyston 

Prior de Farlegh 

Ricardus Julian, permut. 


E. Litiltou Drew 

Epbcopus 

cum Johan ne Wbelcre 

1421 

E. Bydiliston 

Prior de Farlegh 

Johannes Leyne, rice 
Johann is Whelere 


Dugxlule'it jtfciuiwfinra, YoL V. p. Si. 


t Six Tbomu PluUippt's /(uftliilioni in H'tfu. 
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EoClUtA, VlCARU, TKl 
Catuu. 

E. Buddeston 
E. Byddeston St. Petri 
E. Bittc»ton 
E. Byttesdon 

E. Bydston 

E. Bydston 

E. Bidston 

E. Budeston St. Petri 


E. Bidston 


E. Byddeston 
E. Bidston St. Petri 
E. Byddiston St. Petri 
E. Bydeston St. Petri 
E. Budeston S. Petri 


E. Budston S. Petri 

E. Bidsdon St. Petri 

E. Buddeston St Petr. 

E. Biddeston S. Petr. 

E. Biddeston S. Petri cum 
V. Biddeston S. Nich. cum 
Capella de SUugbtenford 

E. Biddeston S' Petri 
V. Biddeston S' Nicholas 
with the Chapel of Slaugh- 
terford 

E. Biddcstone S‘ Peter, with 
V. Biddeston S* Nicholas 
and the Chapel o/Slaugh- 
terford 

E. Buddeston SL Peter, cum 
Buddeston St Nicholas 
dr Slattenford 


Fataomvs. 

Prior de Farley 
Prior de Farlegh 
Episcopus, per laps. 

Prior de Farlegh 

Prior de Farlegh 

Prior de Maydenbnufley 

Episcopus, per lope. 

Prior de Farieygh 

Prior dc Farley 

Prior de Farley 

Prior de Farley 

Prior de Farleigh 

Abbatissa de Shaston 

Henricus Long, Miles, et 
Johannes Lacy, per con- 
cern. Priori* de Farlegh 
Regina 
Rex 
Rex 

Thomas Mountjoy, Generoe. 
Williclmus Mountjoy, Gen. 

William Mountjoy, of Bid- 
dcston, Gent. 

W* Mountjoy, of Bidde- 
•ton 

Winchester College. 


Cumcvi. 

Johannes Perns 
Johannes Eston 
Thomas W T ebbe 
Henricus Harlyng, p. r. 

Tliomce Webbe 
Johannes Mower, p. r. 

Ricardi Harlyng 
W— Brtggis, p. r. 

Johann is Mower 
Simon Elvyngton 
Henricus Palmer, p. r. 

Simonis Elvyngton 
Christopher Notte,/). m. 

Henrici Palmer 
Johannes Huchenson, p. r . 

Christopheri Notte 
Henricus Goldney,/hm. 

Henrici Barecrofte 
Johannes West, p.r. 

Henrici Goldney 
Thomas Poterey, p. m. 

Radulfi Bery 
Lodowick Brick nock. 
Prior de Farlcgli, p. r. 
Radulfi Eyre 
Ricardus Rydlcr 
W" Fawne 
Ellas Ti9e, p. m. U. R. 
Johannes Ferris, p. m. 
Eli® Tyae 

Thomas Keatc ,p. m. 
Thoms Tattersall 

Thomas Needham, p* tn. 
Thomas Keatc 


Charles Page, p. m. 
Cornelius Norwood 


Charles Daubeny, p. m. 
Charles Page. 


t 

i 


\ 
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ST. PETER’S, AT BIDDESTON, WILTSHIRE. 

Plate I. shews the South Elevation and the Ground-Plan: at the north-east 
comer is an arch filled up with a window inserted, which formorly led into a 
Chantry Chapel, as the Piscina still left in the north wall shews ; another arch 
in the east wall led into the Chancel, now pulled down ; the Porch is a good 
example, it is simple, but has some good mouldings; the Bell-Turret is curious, 
and is shewn in the following Plate. 

Plate II. gives the Bell-Turret, with Plans, at three different heights, 
referred to the Elevation by letter, which, with the Section from west to east, 
occupies the centre of the plate ; the corbel-mouldings and battlements are shewn 
to a larger scale ; the turret is nearly equipoised on the wall. 

Plate III. gives a Plan, Section, Front and Side Elevations, and Details of 
the Porch, which sufficiently explain themselves. 

Plate IV. No. 1 is the Door leading from the Porch into the Body of the 
Church, which has a small Piscina on the right, with a Plan of the Jamb- 
Mouldings and Piscina, and a section of the Label at large. No. 2 is a Window 
of the Porch at large, with its Jamb and Mullion Underneath. No. 3. Plan, 
Section, and Elevation of the Piscina in the north wall of the church, which 
formerly belonged to a chantry chapel attached. It is of much earlier character 
than any other part of the church, except an arched door in the north wall, 
opposite the door shewn in this Plate, which is also Early English ; to the right 
are the Water- Tables of the Buttress in the South Elevation. 

Plate V. No. 1. The Window in the South Elevation, with plan of its 
Jamb and Mullion, and section of its Label at large ; this label, like those at 
South Wraxhall, has no bead, but comes out from the flush of the wall by a 
cavctto. No. 2. The Window, which was inserted in the archway leading into 
the chantry chapel, half shews the Exterior and half the Interior Elevation : on 
the right a Section of it is given, and its label at large. 
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No. I. Letters Patent of King Edward III., confirmatory of the Gift of Bishop 
Ralph, of Shrewsbury, to the Vicar 8- Choral of Wells. 

ITtltoart), by the Grace of God, King of England and of Ffrancc, and Lord of Ireland, 
To all to whom these present Letters shall coine, Greeting, because We have received by an 
Inquisition which Wee caused to be made by our beloved Thomas Carey our Eseheator in 
the County of Somerset t That it is not our hurt or prejudice, or of others if Wee Grant 
to the Reverend Ffalher Ralph Bishop of Bath and Wells, That he may give and Assign 
to the Vicars of the Church aforesaid (not having a common Habitation), a certain place 
of the Soil of the Church of S l Andrew in Wells, and of the Bishop in the same Place, 
which was lately collated by the Bishop of the same Place upon Mr. Alane of liotham 
Canon of that Church, for his Habitation, and the Houses in the same Place by the said 
Ralph now built and to be built. To have and to Hold to them, and their Successors 
Vicars of the Church aforesaid for their Common and perpetual Cohabitation, and that 
the said Bishop may Charge his Lands and Tenements in Congrcsbury pa reel 1 of his 
Bishoprick aforesaid with an Hundred Shillings Annuity, and certain other Lands and 
Tenements with the Appurtenances in Wookey which William of Camel!, and John his 
Brother held for term of the Life of either of them the suid William and John of the 
said Bishop and which after the Death of them the said William and John ought to 
remain to the said Bishop and his Successors with another Hundred Shillings Annuity, 
and that he may give and Assign the same Tenn Pounds Annuity to the said Vicars 
celebrating and which shall celebrate Divine Service in the said Church in Augmentation 
of their Sustenance to be perceived, and had Yearly out of the said Lands and Tenements 
to the same Vicars and their Successors for ever. Wee commending the godly and 
wholesome Purpose of the said Bishop in this behalfe which so much respecteth the 
Praise of God's name, the Comlinessc of the said Church (which is of the foundation of 
our Progenitors, and of our Patronage) the increase of Divine Worship, and the security 
honesty and Quietness of the Colledge of the said Vicars, And considering allso that 
the said Lands and Teneiu"*. in Congrcsbury to he charged with an Hundred Shillings 
annuity as afore is said, are come to the Hands of the said now Bishop liy the Death of S r 
John Ramlolffe Knight Sc Joaa his Wife Tennants thereof from the said Bishop by the 
service of a certain Yearly Rent. And that the said Ralph uow Bishop hath purchased, 
by himselfe and to his Successors the Mid Lands and Tenements in Wookey which are to 
be charged with another Hundred Shillings Annuity (our License for that purpose first 
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obtained) and willing to deale favourably with the said Bishop in Regard of the pmisges, 

for Twenty Pounds which the said Bishop hath paid unto Us, have granted and given , 

License to the same Bishop for Us and our Heirs (a9 much as in Us is) that he may give 

and Assign to the same Vicars the place aforesaid with their Appurteuanees together with 

the Houses so by him thereupon built, and to be built ; To have and to hold to them and their 

Successors Vicars of the same Church for their Habitation, And that the sain Bishop 

may Charge his said Lands and Tenements in Congresbury and Wookey aforesaid with 

the said Tcnn Pounds Annuity, and likewise give and Assigne the said Tenn Pounds 

Annuity to the said Vicars. To be perceived and had yearely out of the said lands and 

Tenements to them and their Successors aforesaid in Augmentation of the Sustenance of 

the said Vicars aud of Divine Service as afore is said, And as the said Bishop as well of 

the Houses for such Habitation for the said Vicars, as of the said Tenn Pounds between 

the said Vicars to be distributed shall thinke fitt to be Ordained for ever. And Wee doc 

likewise by virtue of these presents, give speeiall License to the said Vicars that they 

may receive from the said Bishop and hold to them, and their successors ns aforesaid ; as 

before is said the said Place with the Appurtenances together with the Houses, and Tenn 

Pounds Annuity out of the Lands and Tenements aforesaid. The Statute of Mortmain 

in any wise notwithstanding. And wee will not that the said Bishop or his Successors 

or the said Vicars or their Successors by reason of the pmiases or Statute aforesaid should 

be sued or molested, or in any sort grieved by Us, or Our Heirs, our Justices, Escheators, 

Sherriffs, or other our Baylitfs, or Ministers whatsoever. Saving not withstanding to 
us and onr Heirs, and to other chief Lords of the flee thereof the services (that may 
bee due) of the place, Lands, and Tenements aforesaid. Sn 3S!ttnrS$ Whereof Wee have 
caused these our Letters to be made Patent. 

nitllCSf our Selfe att Sandwich the Third Day of December in the Two and 
Twentieth Year of our Reign of Englund and Ninth Year of our Reign of Efrance. 

{T&f Dupluatf Conjirmacon of the Chapter of Hath and 1 Veit* of the Houses of the Vicars 
of H ells, and of Tenn Pounds Rent due to them granted by the Lord Ralph Bishop 
of Bath and Wells. 

tTo all anb Singular to whose notice these present Letters shall come Ralph 
by God’s Providence Bishop of Bath and Wells Greeting in our Lord God everlasting. 

Know Yee that Wee with the unanimous consent of the Prior and Chapter of our Church 
of Path, ami Dean aud Chapter of our Church of Wells (solemn discourse before had 
which in this bclmlfe is required, and other things concurring, which of Right are re- 
quisite) have Given Ordained and Assigned fur Us and our Successors the Speeiall 
Licence of the most Excellent Prince and our Illustrious Lord (Shfoarb by the Grace of 

God King of England and of Ffrance for that purpose had all that place of the Soil j 

of St. Andrew’ in Wells, which Mr. Alane of Hothain Canon of the same Church did 
obtain fur his Habitation of the Collation of John of good memory late Bishop of Bath 
and Wells our immediate Predecessor together with the Houses in the same Place, now 
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of new by Us built and to be built, to those of the Vicars of our Church aforesaid for the 
time being, under this manner and form that is to say, That Wee and our Successors 
Bishops of Bath and Wells may be holden to conferr the Chambers with th’ appurtenances 
in the said Place built and to be built to every Vicar of the same Church, that is to say 
every Chamber with his Appurtenances to be had and Enjoyed so long as they shall be 
Vicars of the same Church, and make their personall abode in the same, Soe that it shall 
be we and our Successors to conferr and assign the said Chambers when they shall bee void 
to such Vicars of the said Church as shall please us, att the free will of Us and our 
Successors, And wee doe further ordain that the Vicars of our Church aforesaid when they 
shall have gotten Habitations by the Collation of us or our Successors, if they shall leave 
the said Chambers, and not dwell in them by the space of six months (without a reasonable 
cause by Us or our Successors to be allowed) shall be ipso facto deprived from the said 
Chambers so that without a new collation it shall not be lawfull for them to returne to 
the same Chambers. Moreover Wee doe ordain that the Vicars of the said Church 
inhabiting the said Chambers as aforesaid, living together att meat and driuke att the 
Common Costs and Expenses, may have to their Common Use the Hall, Kitchiug, Bake- 
house, and all other Houses in the said Place built and to be built. And that Wee the 
better Excite the said Vicars so to live together in Common att Meat and Drinke, att the 
Common Costs and Charges, Wee doe grant for us and our Successors to the Vicars of 
the said Church for the time being (the speciall Licence of our said Sovereigne Lord the 
King for that purpose first being had) Tenn Pounds Sterling Money of yearly Rent, that 
is to say, at) Hundred Shillings, to be perceived out of all the l^mds, and Tenements which 
John Randolfe, and Joan his Wife whilst they lived held in the Maunor of Congresbury. 
And other Hundred Shillings out of all the Lauds, and Tenements which William Cammell 
and John his Brother hold of Us, and our Successors in our Mannor of Wookey for Term 
of either of their Lives, to be perceived yearly on the Ffeast of St. Michael!, To have and 
to hold to the same Vicars, and to their Successors, Vicars Inhabiting the same Chambers, 
and living together in Common as afore is said to whose hands soever the said Lands and 
Tenements shall come for ever. And if it shall happen the Payment of the said Rent to be 
deferred in Part or in the whole after the said Term (which God forbid) that then and 
from thenceforth it shall be lawfull to and for the said Vicars the said Lands and Tene- 
ments to di&treyn and the Distress to deteyn untill they shall be fully satisfied of the said 
Rent, Ours our Successors or any other Licence whatsoever for that purpose not required, 
saving it is not, nor was not our Intention that the Vicars dwelling out of the said 
Chambers, may although they dwell in the said Chambers (Except they live att the 
Common Charge and Expenses for Meat and Drink with other Vicars living in such 
Chambers) should perceive any Profitt of the Rent aforesaid, but upon the Receipt of any 
such Proffitt after the Rate of the time should bee utterly excluded, Moreover, wee doe 
Ordain that all and every Vicar of the said Church inhabiting the said Chambers, soe 
often as they shall pass from the said Chambers to the said Church of St. Andrew, or from 
the said Church to the said Chambers, in recompense of this Benefitt be bound to say the 
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Lords Prayer, and the Salutation of the Angell for Us and our Successors. 5n S&ftlUSS, 
32*lrc Ralph by Gods Permission Bishop of Bath and Wells have caused our Seal to be 
put to these presents. Dated att Wyvelscombe the last Day saving one of December in 
the Year of our Lord God One Thousand Three Hundred Fforty and Eight, and of our 
Consecration the Twentieth. 

)9nb tXSlff John Prior of the Cathedral! Church of Bath, and the Chapter of the 
same Place, with one Accord giving our Consent to all and singular the 
Premisses, and holding them ratifyed and flrme (as much as in LTs is), 
confirme them, and have put our Common Seal to these presents, Dated as 
concerning Us in our Chapter House att Bath the first of January in the 
Year of our Lord God abovesaid. 

&nb MUt Walter Dean of the Church of Wells, and the Chapter of the same 
place with one accord giving our Consent to all and singular the Premises, 
and holding them ratifyed and firme do (as much as in Us is) confirme the 
same, and have put our Comon Seal to these presents, Dated as concerning 
Us in our Chapter House of Wells the Third Day of the* Month of January 
in the Year of our Lord God abovesaid. 

No. 2. Copy of the Table of the Statutes and Injunctions laid down by Bishop 
Ralph de Salopid , and Confirmed by Bishop Beckington. 

Close S?aII. 

STablr of the Statutes and Injunctions. 

1* CTfjat the Statutes and Injunctions shall be read once every Year. 

2. The Office and Power of the Principals. 

6. How the Office of the Stewardship shall run from House to House. 

8 How the Steward shall behave himself in his office. 

7. What the Steward shall do in the Common Hall, his Office ended. 

9. How the Steward shall pay for his Victualls. 

10. How the Vicars ought to abstain from Oaths. 

12. How that the Vicars ought to pay for their Commons att the Weeks end. 

11. What Communication the Vicars ought to have att the Table. 

14. That neither Horses nor Doggs ought to be Kept within the Close. 

15. How the Vicars ought to behave themselves within the Close att Night time. 

16. Against Slanderers and Stirrers up of Strife. 

18. How every Man ought to pray for the founder. 

17. When the Close Gate ought to be sliutt. 

19. How the Secret ts of the Hall ought to be kept Close. 

20. How all suspected Persons ought to be removed. 

21. That two shall not dwell in one House together. 
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23. That none shall strike the Common Servants. 

25. Thcr shall be soft Communication att the Table in the hall. 

That no Vicar shall receive any Stranger to continue within the Close. 

Confirmation of these Statutks by 
Thomas Beckinqton Bishop of Bath 
and Wells. 

&tatm*f and CDrtrfnantts of 
Bishop Beckington. 

28. Jffor Reformation of Abuse in the Vicars Apparrcll. 

29. Ffor like Rounding and Crownes and convenient Apparrcll. 

30. Ffor Reverence to be given to the Principals and Seniors. 

31 . That none of the Vicars shall make suit for any Chamber, Acc. 

32. That none shall sue his fellow at the temporal Law. 

33. That no Lay Vicar presume to come to any Hall or Counsell except he be called. 

34. How the Principalis ought to punish Offenders. 

$3maftet doe follow the Kings Injunctions. 

1 . tJTfiat there shall be one only Receiver. 

2. The Election of the said Receiver. 

3. What Reuts the Receiver shall Receive. 

4. How new admitted Vicars shall be taken to the Hall. 

5. That none of the Vicars shall wear Weapon. 

6. That every Vicar dining in the CouTon Hall shall tarry Grace. 

7. That every Vicar att his first Admission ought to take a Corpornll Oath. 

8. That the Principalis may continue in Office three or ffoure Yeares. 

9. How the Principalis ought straightly to punish the Offendors against the Statutes. 

10. That ever Vicar and especially the five Seniors ought to assist the Principalis in 
executing the Statutes. 

11. That the Penalties of the Offendors ought to bee paid out of Hand. 

12. That these Injunctions shall be Registered and read openly. 

41. Of Perdisons in the Church for Prime Mass and Evensong. 

& Statute or Infunnfcm 

made by John Still, Bishop of Bath 
and Wells, the Seaventh Day of June, 
in the Year of our Lord God 1599. 

that every Vicar being employed about the House Busines, shall 
within six Days yield an Account into the Exchequer of the said 
House. 
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$T.&t 0aif) of a Vicar Cborall of Well*. 

5. M t Hf : late admitted unto a Vicar Chorall of the Cathedral Church of Wells make ray 
Oath upon this Holy Book that I from henceforth shall be nlway obedient unto the 
Principalis of this Place for the time being and to all other having their Power, and 
exercising their Office in their Absence and likewise to all ray Seniors in all things that 
be lawfull and honest, And further l shall with the best of my Power from this day 
forward keep fullfill and observe, and eudeavour ray selfe as much as in me shall lye 
hereafter to cause others in like manner to keep fullfill and observe all Statutes and 
laudable Customs of this Place. And moreover I shall (nof) at any time utter nor yett disclose 
outwardly any of the Secretta or Counsell of this Place whereby Hurt Loss Prejudice 
Dislaunder or Grievances might fortune to follow and ensue to this Place, or any of ray 
fellowship. And if it shall happen to bear of any Displeasure Loss Prejudice Dislaunder 
or Grievance towards this Place, or any of ray fellowship I shall as farr for that I cann or 
may stay and lett it. And if may not I shall, with all speed convenient, open and disclose 
it unto the Principalis : also I shall to the uttermost of my Power help and Defend 
maintain and cause others as farr forth as I may to help maintain and Defend all 
manner of Livelyhoods Rents and Service to this place of Right appertaining and belong- 
ing. And to be a diligent helper to defend and recover the same if need shall require 
from all Enemy’s and never consent to deliver it to other Use. And if it fortune me here- 
after to he promoted from this Worshipful 1 Place I shall wherever I come or abide be 
ever in Word Deed and Will well willed true friend, and in all things to this place 
apperteyning bee a behoofull and diligent Helper; so God me help and by this Book. 

^rrtaftn doe follow the Ordinances of the same Place which ought 
to he read openly every year in the Hall there. 

Then follow the Injunctions , of which the Table is given above , and the New Charter 
granted by Queen Elizabeth , which u dated at Westminster on the 25th November, in the 
34M year of her reign. 
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Will of Henry Longe , Esquire , of Wraxhall; extracted from the Registry of 
the Prerogative Court of Canterbury . 

In Dei nonlie amen Prioio die tuensis Maij Anno dni Millesimo 9999 nonagesiuio Ego 
Hknricts Long Armiger compos mentis et saiie memorie condo testamentu in hunc 
inodum Inprimis lego anima mcam deo Patri omnipotenti beate Marie Virgini et 
oiiiibus Sanctis Corpus qj nieum sepeliendum in Ecctia de Wroxhall coram alta cruce. 
Item lego ecctie Catti Sar vjs viijd Itm lego ecctie pochiali De Wroxatt xxs pro 
vestiiuentis Itm lego Rectori de Edyngdon iijs iiijd et cuilit Presbilero ejusdm Dooms 
viijd et cuilit Novicio ejusdm Dorntis iiijd pcipieiul die obitus mei ad diceud missatu et 
exequias predicto die et ibin orare pro me et aniiiiabus Roberti patris mei et Mar- 
garete mutris mei Jolianne et Margurcte nu|9 uxorum uiearum Rcginaldi et Johannis 
fratruiu cl pro aitibus uifi pareutum uieoruiu et uniiuubus oifi fidelm defunetorum I nil 
lego Abbati de Stanley iijs iiijd Itm cuilit presbitcro ejusdm Donius viijd et cuilit 
Novicio elusdrn Domus quatuor Denar iBm orare ut suf? Itm lego Priori de Efarley 
iijs iiijd et cuilit psbitero eiusdm Domus viijd et cuilit Novicio iiijd Itm lego ecctie 
poeb De North Bradley xxs pro Vestments Itm lego paupibus Domus Sancte Mar- 
garete De Bradford vjs viijd Itm lego Priori de Brad nes tock iijs iiijd et cuilit 
Presbitero ejusdm Domus viijd et cuilit Novicio iiijd Itiri lego Cnpelle Patris mei 
in Monasterio de Bathe construct, vnfi par Vestmentoruin f?cy 9 s vel alia necessnria 
ad valorem ejusdm sum me Itm lego fribus predicatoribus de Marleburgh xiijs iiijd pro 
vestment'*! Itm lego frilS3 minority Sar xiijs iiijd pro vestments Itm lego fribus pre- 
dicatorihus Sar vjs viijd pro vestment? Itm lego ecctie De Bradford xxs pro vestment? 
Itm lego Dom I>e Ilenton xls pro Vestment's Itm tego ecctie De Broughton xiijs iiijd 
pro vestment';) Itm lego Capelie Saucti (ieorgij dc Semelton (Semington) xxs pro vest- 
ment;) I tiii lego ecctie de MilkestSiu xxs pro vestment? Itm lego ecctie de Ililpton xiijs 
iiijd pro vestment? Itui lego Ablmtisscde Lacocke xxs pro vestments Itm lego ecctie de 
Chippenhiii xxs pro vestments Itm lego ecctie de Boxe xxs pro vestments 0 Itm lego Jo- 
banne Uxori mee oima terras et tenementa mea que habeo in Civitate nove Sar Ac omia 
bono mea infra ciuiratem pdcaui et in Domo inea ibm existent habend et tenendomia (?dicP 
terras et tenementa prefate Johanne Uxori mee at termitifi vite sue Residuff vero omi n 
bonorfi mcoruin non legatorum Do et lego executorihus meis videlicet Jolianne uxori mee 
DF10 Ricardo Key Vicario De Boxe Jolianni Goldney ut i(?i ea disponant pro salute aniuie 
mee el ambus omi amicorff meorum prout illis melius videbit expediri Eciam facio et con- 
stituo magistrum Radulpbuin Hetbcott supuisorf nieum tarn Voluntatis terrarum et tene- 
mentorfi tneorft qua testamenti qui pcipiet pro labore suo xls In testimonii omi preniis- 
soruin sigilluui quod vtor apposui DaP apud Wroxall Die et Anno supradicP Itiri lego 

ecctie De Trubrigg xxs 4? vestment? Itm lego ecctie xxs pro vestment? 

Itm lego ecctie de Asshton xxs pro vestment?. 
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Notes on South Wraxhall, from Aubreys MSS. now in the Ashmolean 
Museum, Oxford. 

“ crarartall *oto*r.” 

** This is a very large well built old liowse : on the gate is the Marshall's lock and the ” 
“ Stagges head caboshod in stone. The Hall is open and high and windowes full of” 
“ painted glasse.” 

*' This windowe is seme of a branch or beame of a stagge’s horn or” ('oats as follow : 

I. Or; three tortcaux yules two and one, in chief a label of three points azure , each point 
charged with three plates or, “ Courtney." 11. Or; an eagle displayed yules, “ Rodeney ” 
erased. III. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, azure; a lion rampant aryent , crowned or, 14 Duyrell .” 
2d and 3d, aryent; two bars voided sable in chief, two deiui-lions rampant yules. 
[V, Gules; three fish hauriant aryent, “Lucy” 

** This window is seme the Marshall's lock or, at the bottom the salutation of the" 
“ B. Virgin Mary.” Coats: I. Sable; a bend or between six fountains aryent, “ Sturt on.” 

II. Aryent; on a chief yules, two stags’ heads or, “ Bradley.” HI. Or; an eagle displayed 
and double-headed yules, beaked ami K-gged azure, “ Bleicet .” IV. “ Lony ” impaling 
“ Bradley." V. Gules; a chevron ermine between nine crosslets aryent , “ Barkley ." 
VI. Gules; a chevron urgent between ten crosslets aryent, “ Barkhy” VII. Quarterly, 
1st and 4 th, aryent ; on a chief yules, two mullets or, “ St John.” 2d and 3d, yules; two 
lions passant regardant aryent. VII. Azure; a bend aryent cotized or, “ Fortescuc." 

“ On the chimney-piece, An. Dihi 1598.” “Lony” impaling “a pelican ” feeding her 
yoang, “Kerne.” 

“ In the Entry that leads from the Hall to the Parleur. This window seme of" 
M Stagges branches." Coats: I. Gules; a saltire aryent charged with two annulets 
entwined; that to left yules, the other azure. II. Within a bordure aryent and azure , 
Quarterly, 1st and 4th, azure, three fleurs-de-lis or, two and one. 2d and 3d, yules, 
three lions passant regardant or, “ Card. Beaufort of Winchester.” III. Or; on a 
chevron yules a mitre with labels or, within. a bordure engrailed sable, “ Stafford. A. B. 
Cant.” IV. Within a bordure azure semce of fleurs-de-lis or ; yules, three lions passant 
regardant or. 

“This semee of Marshalls locks." Coats: I. 1st and 4th, checquc of six or and 
azure, a chevron erwiwe. 2d and 3d, yules, a fesse or between six crosslets or. II. A 
blank coat. 

“ In the Dining-roome : a very noble one in the Windowe.” I. Quarterly, 1st and 
4th,ocare; on a bend or, three “starres of five points waved" aryent. 2d and 3d, aryent; 
three demi-lions yules, two and one, ** Sturmy ” in pencil. II. Or; a chevron aryent 
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between nine crosslets argent “Barkley.” III. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, azure ; three fleurs 
de lis or, two and one. 2d and 3d, yules; three lions passant regardant or, 44 Ks. Arms” 
IV. “ Long” V. Quarterly, 1st and 4th, argent ; three diamonds in fesse gules, 
44 Montagu” 2d and 3d, or; an eagle displayed azure , “ M enthurmer" VI. Quarterly, 
1st and 4th, azure; on a bend or, three stars of five points waved argent. 2d and 3d, 
argent ; three demi-lions rampant gules , two and one ; impaling, quarterly, 1st and 4th, 
44 Long ;* 2d and 3d, gules ; on a chevron argent , three torteanx gules between six crosslets 
argent. VII. “Long.” VIII. Within a garter azure, charged with HONI SOIT QUI 
MALY PENSE or, quarterly, 1st and 4th, gules, a lion rampant or. 2d. Sable, a fret 
“ or." 3d. Sable, fretty or. IX. “Long;” impaling or, three bends azure within a bordure 
engrailed argent. X. Gules; a chevron argent charged with three torteaux gules between 
ten crosslets argent , “ Barkley of Bruton .” 

44 In another chamber in the windowe.; the edges of this window, Long and the" 
44 lock below" (the Marshall’s lock) 44 as it used to be with the Saxon crowns’* (it is 
charged in the side with an anchor sabl *). Coats : I. Gules: ten billets or, 3, 3, 3, and 1, 
44 Cowdray of Berks ” in pencil. II. Gules; twelve billets or, 3, 3, 3, and 3, impaling, or; 
an eagle displayed gules double-headed, beaked and legged azure . III. Quarterly, 1st 
and 4th, gules; nine billets or, 3, 3, and 3. 2d and 3d, argent; on a chief gules, two stags’ 
heads or, charged with a crescent or. 44 / believe this to be inversed.” 

44 In the same windowe Bradley, without the crescent or as in margin,” vix. Argent on 
a chief gules ; two stags' heads or. “ This window is full of Marshals lochs.” 

44 In auother chamber window, the locks aforesaid, glasse and figures broken. In a" 
“ chamber within that, in the windowe, beames of a stagge’s head, and at the top in " 
44 scrolles, 4 £nt>t# tooll Ipe.* V. Box. p. 112, de hoc."* 

44 In the Parlour window," I. Gules ; a chevron argent charged with three torteaux 
gules, between ten crosslets argent : impaling, party per pale argent and sable a cross flory 
counterchanged. II. Within a Bordure seme of skull caps ; quarterly, 1st and 4th, gules , 
a fesse or between six martlets or, 44 Beauchamp " in pencil. 2d. Two lions passant argent. 
3d. Azure, three fish naiant argent , 44 Roche.” 

44 Over the gate is a handsome chamber and a good glasse windowe full of figures," 
44 w* I could not see." 

1 " BOX. On 0i« S. aide of the Church is a fair frecstooo momun. of Roman architecture bom op with looicq " 
“ pillars, a figure incumbent on tbe altar in amour. Here lyetli tbs body of Anthony Long, Eaq. buriod tbe td of” 
« May. 157t. Query, tba Marshall lock ! In a scroll tbe motto, ENVI WILL LYE.” 
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A 

Acton Turville, Gloucestershire, notice of ft 
bell -turret at, 63* 

Adwync’s, St., or Sl Edwyne's chapel, South 
Wraxhall, Wilts, notice of, 32. 

Altar in the chapel of the Vicars’ Close, Wells, 
16 : pi. No. &* 

Altar tomb. See Tomb. 

Andrew, St., patron saint of Wells cathedral 
church, 17. 

— , niche containing his Btatue, chain- 

gale, Wells, 20_i pi. No. 18. No. UL 

Arms, coat of, of Bath Abbey, J7_; pi. No. 12* 

■ Bath and Wells, the united see 

of, 8, 9, 14, |2i pi. No. 9, No. 10, No. 

12 . 

de Beckington,Thos. bishop of 

Bath and Wells. See Kecking ton. 

— ■ Ludlow, of Hill Devcrcll, Wilts, 

44, 46, 47. 48_i pi. No. 45, No. 48, No. 52, 
No. 54. 

Nicholas Bnbwith, bishop of 

Bath and Wells, pi. No. 12. 

Percy, 24, 24^ 47j pi. 

No. 32. 

Richard Pomeroy, 8^ pi. No. 1 6. 

Roche, of Bromham, Wilts, 47, 

81 ; pi. No. 52. 

— ■ Rous, of linber, Wilts, 47j 

pi. No. 32. 

- — ■ — Royal, as borne by Henry V. 

and subsequent sovereigns of England, down 
to Elisabeth, 21 ; pi. No. 24* 

■ . . as worn, 1622, 46 : pi. No. 30. 


Arms, coat of, of Tropenell, 42, 43^ 44, 45, 
46, 47^ Mi No- 32, No. 37, No. 39, No. 
No. 45, No. 48, No. 5L No. 52, No. 34. 

, Wells, of the sec of, 9, 19 ; 

pi. No. 16* 

Berkeley, or Barkley, 54.T 54. 65, HI ; 

pi. No. 69* 

■ ■■ ■■■■■■ Came, 58. §£. 80 : pi- No. ££* 

Cowdrey, Mi 81 ; pi- No. 62* 

■ Long, 54.! 63, 65, 80. fil ; pi. No. 60, 
No. §3, No. 68. No. 62. 

■ ■ ■■■■■ - - Popham, 65 : pi. No. 62. 

Seymour, or Sl Maur, 54, 54.1 65 ; 

pi. No. 69. 

B 

Bakehouse, Vicars' Close, Wells, presumed situa- 
tion of, 18j pi. No. 12* 

Bastions at Great Chaifield, Wilts, Mi pi- No. 

2fi- 

Bath Abbey, the arras of, 17_; pi. No. 12* 

Bath and Wells, arms of the united see of, 8, 9, 
14, 17 ; pi. No. 2* No. 10, No. 12- 
Bays of the banqueting-hall. Great Chaifield, 
Wilts, 40. 4^ *3_; pi. No. 29, No. 32, 
No. 36. No. 42* 

, South Wraxhall, 

Wilts, §4, Mi pl- No. 56-57, No. 64. 
No. 66, No. Qfi* 

Bcckington, Thomas de, bishop of Bath and 
W’clls, a great benefactor to the Vicars’ Close 
at Wells, 3. 

- an inscription to the memory of his 

benefaction, 12* 


Digitized by Google 


84 


INDEX. 


Beckington, Thomas de, connected the Vicars’ 
Close to the cathedral, by building the Close- 
Hail Gate, or Chain-Gate, 5,2* 

, his arms and rebus, 6, 8* 9* 1^ 18, 

30. 21. 22 : ph No. 12* No. 13, No. *20, 
No. 24, No. 2£* 

-- ■ , his executors, 7, 7*1 10, IQ.t 

, his Nova Opera, 5* 

■ ■ ■ , notice of his life, 5** 

, supposed to have acquired his 

knowledge of architecture from William of 
Wickham, 29* 

Beer-cellar, under the hall of the Vicars' Close, 
Wells, 18 : pi. No. L5* 

Bell-turret of the chapel, Vicars' Close, Wells, 
17 : pi. No. I 2j 

church at Great Chalfield, 

Wilts, 46 : pi. No. 5Q- 

Bell-turrets, peculiar but picturesque ones, at 
Biddeston, Wilts, 67, 68 ; 

■ , similar ones at Corston and Leigh- 

de- la-mere, Wilts, 6&* 

of the church of St. Peter at Bid- 

deston, Wilts, 67, 68* 21 ; pi. No. 72, 
No. 25* 

Biddeston, Wilts, church of St. Nicholas, notice 
of, 62. 

, sketch of the bell-turret, 67. 

— — , church of St. Peter, historical 

account of, 67 — 70. 

■ — -- ■ ■ ■ - - , descrip- 

tion of five Plates, illustrative of, 71^ viz. 

L south elevation and ground-plan, 2J ; 

pi. No. 2Z 

II. bell-turret, 21 ; pi. No. 73- 

I II. porch, 71 i pi. No. 21* 

IV. details, 21 ; pi. No. 25* 

V. windows and details, 21 ; pi. No. 76. 

Bocat; William, executor to Hugh Sugar, alias 
Norris, LL.D., built the chantry chapel now 
existing in Wells Cathedral, 7.t 
Bosses, executed in plaster, Great Chalfield 
manor-house, 45 : pi. No. IS* 

Box well, Gloucestershire, notice of a bell-turret 
at, fifi. 


Brackets, oak, supporting the roof of the hall 
at South Wraxhall, Wilts, 65^ pi. No. 69. 

Buttresses, peculiar anglc-butlrcsscs at South 
Wraxhall manor-house, Wilts, 63: pi. No. fiH 

C 

Ceiling of the banqueting-hall, Great Chalfield, 
Wilts, plan of, 15 ; pi. No. 29. 

. — . chantry chapel at Great Chal- 

field, Wilts, 46 ; pi. No. 48* 

drawing-room at South Wrax- 
hall, Wilts, pi. No. 2L 

Chain-gate at Wells, built by Bishop Bcckington, 
5. 6. 11. 13. 18. 19. 

, transverse section of, 19_i 

pi. No. 15* 

— , east elevation of, 20 : pi. 

No. 18—19. 

Chalfield, Great, or East, Wilts, historical ac- 
count of the manor-house and church at, 
23—37. 

, description of two 

Plates, illustrative of, 38* 39* viz. 

L perspective view, 38_; pi. 

No. 22* 

II. general ground-plan, 38* 

pi. No. 21L 

— • , the manor-house, de- 

scription of twenty Plates illustrative of 
39—45, viz. 

III. ground and first-floor plans, 

39*10; pi. No. 22* 

IV. north front and figures 

terminating the gables, 
41j pi. No. 35* 

V. — longitudinal section and 
details of roofs, 41 : pi. 
No. 51* 

VI. two transverse sections, 

figures terminating north 
gables &c. 42j pi. No. 

32* 

VII., VII!., IX. semicircular oriel window, 

1L; pi. No. 33^ No. 34* 
No 55* 
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X. — window* of hall, and of bay 
of ditto, 42 ; pi. No. 36. 

XI., XII. octogonal oriel window, 42* 

43 ; pi. No. 37* No. 2R. 

XIII. entrance - porch, and oak- 

door, 43 ; pi. No. 39. 

XIV. North bay of Hall, 45 ; 

pi. No. 42* 

XV. square-headed window, 42 ; 

pi. No. 41*. 

XVI. ■- fire-placc,43,44; pi. Xo.42. 

XVII., XVIII. oak screen, 44i pi. No. 43, 

No. 44. 

XIX. ■ ■ bosses, masks, and details, 
44, 4£ ; pi. No. 4.5. 

XX. small plaster bosses, and 

restoration of one com- 
partment of the ceiling 
of hall, 45 ; pi. No. 46, 
Chalfield, Great, or East, Wilts, the church, de- 
scription of seven Plates illustrative of, 45 — 
47, viz. 

L west elevation and longitudinal 

section, 45_i pi. No. 42. 

II. transverse section, ground-plan, 

and details, 45, 40 ; pi. No. 42. 

III. porch, 45 ; pi. No. 42* 

IV. bell-turret and west window at large, 

and details, 46: pi. No. 50. 

V„ VI. stone screen, 46. 47 ; pi. No. 51 , 

No. 22* 

VI!. oak seat, desk, and piscina, 47 : 
pi. No. 52* 

, Little, or West, 26. 34, 36. 

Chantry chapel: to the memory of Hugh Sugar, 
alias Norris, LL.D., in the nave of Wells 
Cathedral ; the present one not built by him- 
self, but by William Bocat, his executor , 2*1 
, at Great Chalfield, Wills, 4fL 

— priests of the choir of Wells Cathedral 

first ordained, 1_, 1_£ l.$ 

and styled Vicars' Choral , 1.1.* 

endowed with lands by Walter 

de Hulle, L 


Chapel of the Vicars' Close, at Wells, now in 
disuse, 11, 13, 16 — 18; pi. No. 8 — No. 
LI. 

— — , library over, 13. 

16 — 18; pi. No. 8 — No. 12* 

, plan of, 17j pi. 

No. 2* 

Chapel- planter, Wilts, notice of, 50. 
Chapter-house, the. Well* Cathedral, communi- 
cation with the staircase leading to, from the 
Vicars’ Close, I9j pi. No. L4* 
Chimney-piece. See Firc-placc. 

Chimney-shaft of the vicars' dwellings at Wells, 
14* I5j pi. No. 2* No. 4* 

, a corbelled one at South Wrax- 

hall, 61* 64 ; pi. No. 55* No. 64* 

attached to the hall at South 

Wraxball, Wilts, occupying the same situ- 
tion as that at Great Chalfield, 64 ; pi. No. 64* 
Compare pi. No. 32* 

Chimney-shafts at Great Chalfield, Wills, 41* 
42 ; pi. No. 30* No. 42* 

■ , details of, 42; pi. No. 42* 

Church at Great Chalfield, Wilts. Sec Chal- 
Jicld. 

Close-Hall Gate, Wells. See Chain-gate . 
Corbelling, under octagonal oriel window, Great 
Chalfield, Wilts, 42 ; pi. No. 37. 

■ — ■ ■ -, South Wraxhall, 

Wilts, 62: P 1 * No. No. 

■ ■ - ■■ of a bell-turret at Biddeston, 7 1 : 
pi. No. Z2* 

Cornice, battlemented oak one, of the vicars' 
dwellings at Wells, I4j pi* No. 4* 

G'orsham Church, Wilts, altar tomb in the chantry 
chapel, description of one plate illustrative 
of, 47* 48* viz. 

[*— — tomb of Thomas Tropincll and his wife, 
47 , 48 ; pt. No. 54* 

Corslon, Wilts, notice of a bell-turret at, 62. 

D 

Desk, oak, in the church at Great Chalfield, 
Wilts, 47_i pi. No. 52* 
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Dining-room, manor-house, Great Chalfield, 

Wilts, 40, 41* 

■ ■ — , South Wraxhall, 

Wilts, 62, ao* 

Domestic offices, Great Chalfield, Wilts, 40. 
Door, oak, of the chapel of the Vicars’ Close, 
Wells, Hi pi. No. 12* 

, manor-house, Great Chalfield, Wilts, 

39* 41_* 43_i pi. No. 29* No. 31* No. 32* 

of the church of St. Peter at Biddeston, 

Wilts. 71 ; pi. No. 75* 

Door-case of the chapel of the Vicars’ Close at 
Wells, an insertion under the tracery head of 
one of the original windows, 3^ 16. 17* 

, drawn at large, L 1 ; pi. No. 10. 

■ , original one stopped up, 2* 

, of the vicars' dwellings at Wells, 14^ 

pi. No. 2* No. 3* 

Drawing-room, or witbdrawing-room, at South 
Wraxhall, Wilts, 61* 62* 65* fifi ; pi. No. 
55, No. 58—59, No. 2_L 

— — — , exterior elevation of, 64 ; pi. 

No. 64* 

■ interior perspective view of, 65, 

66 : pi. No. 71* 

Draycot, Wilts, the manor acquired by the family 
of Long, by marriage, 55. 

, held by petit serjeantie , 53* 

E 

Edward 111, his letters patent to the vicars' 
choral of Wells, Appendix L 72*. 

Elizabeth, queen of England, granted a charter 
to the principals, seniors, and vicars' choral 
of the choir in the cathedral church of St. 
Andrew at Wells, 9^ 1 1, 7JL. 

, an inscription to, in memory of her 

gift, 1XL 

Elizabethan architecture, corruption of taste, 22* 
witbdrawing-room at South Wrax- 
hall, Wilts, 65, 66_i pi. No. ZL. 
Entrance-gateway to the Vicars’ Close, Wells, 
13. 18 ; pi. No. U No. 13. 

, elevation of, 19 ; pi. No. 15. 


Entrance-gateway to the Vicars’ Close, Wells, 
sections of, 19*20^ pi. No. 18. No. 19. No. 22* 

from the market-place into the 

grounds of the bishop’s palace at Wells ; no- 
ticed, liL 

■■ st Great Chalfield, Wilts, 39 ; 

pi. No. 2fL 

at South Wraxhall. Wilts, 61* 

63, 80i pi. No. 55* No. 56—57, No. 60, 
No. 61, No. 62, No. 63* 

" ' — - - ■■■ , plan and elevation. 63 : pi. 
No. 62* 

, longitudinal section and first- 

floor plan, 63 : pi. No. 61* 

, oriel window, 63 ; pi. No. 62, 

No. 62* 


F 

Fetterlock, or marshal's lock, * cognizance of 
Use family of Long, 54, 55* 56*£ 58. 63, 65. 
80* El ; pi. No. 60* No. &L No. 22* 

Figures; terminating the gables of the manor- 
house, at Great Chalfield, Wilts, 4l_; pi. 
No. 32* 

Fire-dogs of the hall, Vicars’ Close, Wells, 21 ; 
pi. No. 24* 

Fire-place of the vicars’ dwellings at Wells, 14_; 
pi. No. 3* 

of the hall. Vicars’ Close, Wells, 21 ; 

pi. No. 23* No. 24* 

in the banqueting-hall, Great Chal- 
field, Wilts, 41* 43j pi. No. 3J^ No. 42* 

, Elizabethan, inserted in the guest- 

chamber, Great Chalfield manor-house, 
Wilts, 2L 

in the drawing-room at 

South Wraxhall, Wilts, 66 ; pi. No. 71* 

Fitzwaryn, Philip, 

Flcur-dc-lis, surmounting the oriel window of 
the Vicars* Close, at Wells, 15^ pi. No. 5* 

G 

Gables, terminated by figures at Great Chal- 
field, Wilts, 41 ; pi. No. 32* 
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Gallery, the vicars’, orer the chain-gate, Wells; 
19_I pi. No. 14. 

— — transverse section of, 19 : pi. No. 15, 

-■ east elevation of, 20 ; pi. No. 18j No. 

12, 

f one 

of the compartment* of, 20_i pi. No. 23* 

, for music, in the banqueting-hall at 

Great Chalfield, Wills, 41_i pi. No. 2L 
Gap-mouths at South Wraxhall, Wilts, 64, 6.5 ; 
pi. No. 64* No. 70. 

Gateway, outer, at Great Chalfield, Wilts, 38 ; 
pi. No. 22* 

Griffins, terminating the gables at Great Cbal- 
field, Wilts, 42 ; pi. No. 32, 

Groined-room at Great Chalfield, Wilts, 41 : 
pi. No. 21, 

Guest-chamber at Great Chalfield, Wilts, 40, 
11 ; pi. No. 29, No. 2L 
, South Wraxhall, Wilts, re- 
moved, 62; pi. No. 58 — 59. 

H 

Hall of the Vicars’ Close, Wells, plan of, 18, 
19 ; pi. No. 13. 

■ ■ — . — , north eleva- 

tion of, 20j pi. No. 21» 

■■ ■ • south eleva- 
tion of, 10_i pi. No. 15* 

- ■ — , longitudinal, 

section of, 20 ; pi. No. 22* 

■■■■» — ■ ‘ - ■■ — ■ ■ — - transverse 

section of, 19, 20_; pi. No. 18 — 19. 

— — , crypt under, 

used as a malting-houie, 1_1, 13j formerly 
the beer-cellar, 13, 18j pi. No. 1* No. 13. 

■ banqueting, at Great Chalfield, Wilts, 39 ; 
pi. No. 22* 

■ ■ ■' »--■ , longitudi- 

nal section of, 41; pi. No. 21* 

— — , transverse 

sections of, 42 ; pi. No. 32. 

■ ■ at South Wraxhall, Wilts, ex- 

terior view of, 61, 80; pi. No. 55* 


Hall, banqueting, at South Wraxhall, elevation 
of, 64 ; pi. No. 64. 

• , longitu- 

dinaland transverse sections, 65 ; pL No. 62* 

, transverse 

section of the roof, 68j pi. No. 69. 

Harberton ; Lord, of Carbcry, in the county of 
Kildare, Ireland, descended from the family 
of Pomeroy, fi, 

Hungerfnnl ; Margaret Lady, 52* 

Hungerfordes; the old Lordes, supposed patrons 
of the family of Longe, or Lc Long, 5L 

1. J 

Jambs of archways, 43, 63, 64j pi. No. 39* 
No. 63* No. 65* No. 62* 

dooiways, 64, 7lj pi. No. 56* No. 

57, No. 65* No. 25* 

• screen at Great Chalfield Church, 

Wilis, 45; pi. No. 51. 

windows, 43* 63* 64* 71j pi. No. 38. 

No. 4 1 , No. 63, No. 66. No. 67. No. 75. No. 76. 

Joceline dc Welles, or Trotman, first ordained 
the Vicars Choral of Wells Cathedral, 1* 

L! LI 

■ - • --- -, notice of his life, l*i 

Iron work, old, at Great Chalfield, Wilts, 42, 
43; pL No. 35* No. aa* 

K 

Kitchen of the Vicars’ Close, at W’ells, 12, 

, plan of, 

18j pi. No. 14, 

-■■■■ , section of, 

20; pi. No. 23. 

, at South Wraxhall, Wilts, 62 ; 

pi. No. 56—57. 

L 

Labels, mouldings of, at Biddeston, Wilts, 71_i 
pi. No. 74* No. 75* No. 26* 

— — -■■■ ■ , at Great Chalfield, Wilts, 

42; pi. No. 36, No. 37, No. 38, No. 53* 
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Labels, mouldings of, at South Wraxhall, Wilts, 
63* 64j pi. No. 63* No. 65* No. GG* No. GL 

, at Vicars* Close, Wells, 

pi. No. 4, No. 10, No. 1 1 . 

, terminations of, at South Wraxhall, 

Wilts, 63i pi. No. 

, ■ — — , at Great Chalficld, 

Wilts, pi. No. 36* No. 37* No. H* No. 54* 
Leigh-dc-la-Mere, Wilts, notice of a bell turret 
at, 68. 

Library over the chapel, Vicars* Close, Wells, 
plan of, 17 ; pi. No. 2- 

Lobby, the small, Vicars’ Close, Wells, 19 ; 
pi. No. 14* 

. En- 

trance into, 20^ pl* No, id* 

Sec- 


tion of, 21 ; pl. No. 25. 

Long, arms of, 63* 65* 80* ; pl. No. 60* 

No. G& No. 68* No. 62* 

Long, Hope, Esq. 60* 

Long, John, Esq., hiB persecution by his step- 
mother, 59* £HL* 

, his son, GO, 

, the Rev., rector of Mcseyhampton, 

Gloucestershire, 60, 

, Walter, Esq. of Bristol, GO* 

, his son, SO*. 

. — of Wraxhall and Whaddon 

(well known as Mr. Walter Long, of Bath), GO, 

, M.P. for North Wilts, the 

present possessor of South Wraxhall, 60* 61* 
Longc, or Le Long, family of, GO, 

■ — supposed origin 


of, by Leland, 61* 

Henry, colemporary with Thomas Tro- 

penell, Esq. projector of the manor-house at 
Great Chalfield, and with' him named in the 
will of Margaret, lady Hungerford, £2* 54- 
, his will] at length, Appendix II. 

m 


— — , monument in South Wraxhall 

Church, supposed to be his widow’s, 54* 
with a woodcut. 


Longe, Sir Henry, 56 ; knighted for his gallant 
charge at Thcrouenne, 51. 

, a new crest granted to 

him, 57. 

, his motto. 52- 

• Robert, presumed projector of the ma- 

nor-house at South Wraxhull, Wilts, 51_* 52* 

— — , Sir Robert, knight, 52* 

, presumed to have been the 

first Protestant member of the family, 52- i 

, Sir Thomas, 55* 56. 

- -, his monument in South 

Wraxhall Church, 56. * 

■ , Sir Walter, knight, made many ad- 

ditions to the manor-house at South Wrax- 
hall. Wilts, 58* 52* 

' ■ ■■ ■, friend of Sir Wal- 

ter Raleigh, 58.* 

, in consequence of 

the artifice of his second wife, disinherits his 
son, 52* 

, his second wife’s 

promise to him on his death-bed, and how 
performed, 6Q-* 

Loophole in the porch leading to the hall. Great 
Chulfield, Wilts, through which to receive 
letters, or to take cognizance of visit- 
ors, 39j 43 ; pl. No. 32- 
Loscombe, C. W. Esq., his opinion of the bell- 
turrets at Biddeslon and other places in 
Wilts, Gfi* 

Ludlow, of Hill Dcvcrcll, Wilts, arms of, 44* 46* 

47, 48 ; pl. No. 45* No. 48* No. 52* No. 54- 

M 

Manor-house at Great Chalficld, Wilts, pro- 
jected by Thomas Tropenell, Esq. 2L See, 
also, Chalfield. 

— — , ground 

and first-floor plans, 39; pl. No. 22* 

, north 


front of, 11 ; pl. No. 32* 


dinal section, 41 ; pl. No. 21- 


, longitu- 
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Manor-House at Great Chalfield, Wilts, trans- 
verse sections, 42 : pi. No. 32. 

— — - ■ at South Wraxhall, Wills, hislorical 

account of, 49—61. See also Wraxhall. 


- perspec- 
tive view of, fil ; pi. No. 55. 

Marshal's lock. See Fetterlock. 

Masks in the banqueliag-hall at Great Chalfield, 
Wilts, disguising openings from the upper 
rooms, 41,42,45; pi. No. 31,No.39, No. 45. 
Meyrick, Sir Samuel, Bart., his opinion of the 
figures in armour which terminate the gables 
of the manor-house at Great Chalfield, 
Wilts, 41.* 

Moat at Great Chalfield, Wilts, 3£_; pi. No. 2jJ* 
Motto adopted by Thomas Tropenell, Esq., 31, 
44 ; pi. No. 45* 

Mouldings of Piers, pi. No. 13* No. 14. 
Mountery, or Mounterox College, at Wells, 
Somersetshire, for fourteen priests , founded 
by Ralph Erghura, bishop of Wells, 4* 

■■ ■ , mistaken 

by some for the Vicars' Close, 4. 

■ - , confisca- 


ted, temp. Elizabeth, 4. 

Mountroy House, built on its site, 4. 

■■ ^ > pulled down, 4. 

Mullions of a screen in Great Chalfield Church, 
Wilts, 4 £j pi. No. 51* 

■ — windows, 43, 63, 64. 71 ; pi. No. 4, 

No. 10* No. 14, No. 17* No. 22* No. 38* 
No. 41* No. 63* No. 66, No. 67* No. Z3* 

, door, pi. No. 9* 

Muniment-room, Vicars’ Close, Wells, plan of, 
18, 19; pi. No. 14* 


. - , . ■ ■ , pas- 
sage-room leading to, 20 ; pi. No. 21* 
—■■■■■ , section 


of, 22j pi. No. 25. 


N 


Neale, Sir Harry BurTard, Bart., 32* 36. 
— Grace-El izabeth, 32* 

, Robert, Esq. 32, 46. 


w 


Niches, Chain-gate, Wells; one of them contain- 
ing a statue of Sl Andrew, 29* 

, Chapel, Vicars’ Close, Wells, l_8_i pi. No. 

12* 

Nicholas Bubwith, bishop of Wells, supposed to 
have bestowed a grant on the Vicars’ Close 
at Wells, 4* 

— ■ — — ■ ■ , his arms on the door of the 

chapel, 5, 7j pi. No. 19. 

■ , notice of his life, 17.* 

O 

Oricle, definition of the term by Aubrey, 52.$ 

Oriel window of the vicars’ dwellings, Vicars’ 
Close, Wells, 1_1* 13* 15* 18j pi. No. 5, 
No. fi. 

*, two in the hall, ditto, 19j 

pi. No. lfi* 

, elevation, section, and details of 

one, 19_; pL No. Lfi* 

, plan, interior elevation, and sof- 
fit, 19* 20i pi. No. 17* No. 22. 

■ , transverse section, 19* 20j pi. 

No. 18* No. 19* 

— , semicircular, at Great Chalfield, 
Will*, 40* 41* 42_; pi. No. 29* No. 30* 
No. 31, No. 33. No. 34, No. 25, 

— — , octagonal, ditto, 40* 41* 42* 
43 : pi. No. 29* No. 30* No. 31* No. 37* 
No. 3fl* 

— ■■ — , at South Wraxhall manor-house, 

Wilts, g3_; pi. No. 62* No. 53. 

P 

Panelling, napkin or scroll, in the hall, Vicars’ 
Close, Wells, 19* 22 : pi. No. 16_i No. 18* 
No. 19* No. 29, 

Parapet-moulding, chapel of the Vicars* Close, 
Wells, 18i pi. No. 12. 

, panelled, wooden. 22; pi. No. 25. 

Patents on ceiling of the chapel, Vicars' Close, 
Wells, LLi pi- No. & 

— — in the jamb-mouldings of the doorcase, 
ditto, 17j pi. No. 19* 
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Pateras in a stringcourse of oriel window, Great 
Chalfield, Wilts, 42 : pi. No. ILL 
■' in quatrefoils of stone screen in church 
at Great Chalfield, 47 ; pi. No. 52* 

Pearson, Mrs. Elizabeth, monument to the me- 
mory of, in the church at Great Chalfield, 
Wilt*, 2Zt 

Pedigree of Percys, knights of Great Chalfield, 25* 

of Tropenell, 27—31. 

Pendants in soffit of oriel window, Great Chal- 
field, Wilts, 42_; pi. No. 35, 

Percys, knights of GreatChalfield, pedigree of, 25*. 
Piscina, stone, at Great Chalfield, Wilts, 47 : 
pi. No. 52. 

- ■«- ■ , Biddeston, Wilts, 21 ; pi. No. 

72, No. 25* 

Pomeroy, Richard, 19* 

• ■ , his arms, 8* 19j pi. No. 16. 

Pope, John, or John Talbot, one of Bishop Beck- 
ington's executors, 7, 7^ 7±I 14* 16j pi. 
No. 2* No. Z* 

' ■ , his arms, or rebus, 14* 16 ; pi. 

No. 2* No, Z* 

Porch, a richly groined one, leading to the 
gTeat staircase, Vicars' Close, Wells, 13* 
18, 22 ; pi. No. 1_* No. UL No. 25* No. 2fL 
— — - leading into the court of one of the vicars’ 
dwellings at Wells, 15* 16, 15; • pi. No. Z. 

■ - , Great Chalfield manor-house, Wilts, 

43 : pi. No. 22* 

, church, a curious one, 

46 : pi. No. 4£L 

Porter’s dwelling, Great Chalfield, Wilts, 42, 
Prcux, one of the house of, supposed ancestor of 
the family of Longe or Le Long, 51r 
Priest's dwelling, at Great Chalfield, Wills, 42* 
Pugin, the late Augustus, Esq. 11. — Also, Pre- 
face to Part La 

Pulpit for grace at meal-time, in the hall of the 
Vicars’ Close at Wells, 2i ; pi. No. 22* 

Q 

Quarells, ornamental, in the windows of the 
chapel, Vicars’ Close, Wells, 17 : pi. No. 2* 


R 

Radulphus dc Salopia, or Ralph of Shrewsbury, 
bishop of Bath and Wells, made certain 
statutes and ordinances for the better govern- 
ment of u Close Hall," 2j Appendix L 

■ founder of the Vicars’ 
Close, 2, 2*1 

his deed of gift, 2j Ap- 
pendix IL 

... i an inscription in memory 

of his gift, 3, 9* 12* 

— notice of his life, 2*1 

■ ■■ ■ ■ — place of his death, 8* 

Ralph Erghum, bishop of Wells, founder of a 

college for priests, called Mountery, or 
Mounierox College, 4* 

. erroneously supposed to have 

been the founder of the Vicar*’ Close at 
Wells, 4* 

Rebus of Thomas Bcckington, bishop of Bath 
and Wells, 18 : pi. No. 13* 

— Hugh Sugar, bis executor, 7* 14^ 16_i 

pi. No. 2* No. 2* 

Richard Swan, ditto, 7* 14* 16; pi. 

No. 2j No. 1a 

Rib of groining, mouldings of, 43 ; pi. No. 42* 
Roche of Bromham, Wilts, arms of, 47 : 
pi. No. 52* 

Rous, William, armiger, 26* 

of Imber, Wilts, arms of, 47 ; pi. 

No. 25* 

Roof, oak, ornamental one over a room, the 
Vicars’ Close at Wells, 22_; pi. No, 25* 

over the library of the Vicars’ Close at 

Wells, 16 : pi. No. &* 

■ vicars’ dwellings at Wells, L4_i pi- No. 2* 

■ - manor-house, Great Chalfield, Wilts,- 41 ; 

pi. No. 31. 

■ — banqueting-hall, Great Chalfield, Wilts, 
42: pi. No. 22* 

South Wraxhall, Wilts, 

65 ; pi. No. G9, No. 22* 

— - original, over the guest-chamber at South 
Wraxhall, 65; pi. No. 22* 
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Roof over the entrance gateway at South Wrax- 
hfcll, WUtt, 63; pi. No. 61. 

S 

Screen, oak, at Great Chalficld, Wilt*, 40, 41, 
44 ; pi. No. 29, No. 31, No. 43, No. 44. 

, stone, ditto, 45, 46, 47 ; pi. No. 47, 

No. 51, No. 52. 

at South Wraxhall, Wilts, 61 ; pi. No. 

56—57. 

Seat, oak, in church at Great Chalficld, Wills, 
47; pi. No. 53. 

Spire, small one terminating the bell-turret, 
church at Great Chalfield, Wilts, 46; 
pi. No. 50. 

Stables, presumed situation of, at South Wrax- 
hall, Wilu, 61 ; pi. No. 56—57. 

Staircase, leading to tlie common hall of the 
Vicars* Close at Wells, 13, 18; pi. No. 1, 
No. 13, No. 14. 

elevation of, 20 ; 

pi. No. 18—19. 

— longitudinal sec- 
tion of, 22 ; pi. No. 25. 

transverse section 

of, 20; pL No. 21. 

— — of the vicars’ dwellings at W’ells, 14; 
pi. No. 3. 

at Great Chalfield manor-house, Wilts, 

40; pi. No. 29. 

at South Wraxhall manor-house, Wilts, 

62 ; pi. No. 56—57. 

Stillington, bishop of Bath and W'ells, his arms, 
9, 16; pi. No. 7. 

Strawberry- leaf ornament on oriel window. 
Great Chalficld, W’ilts, 42 ; pi. No. 35. 

Sugar, Hugh, alia* Ncrrts, I.L.D., treasurer of 
W'ells, executor of Bishop Bcckington, 7, 
7,t 7.{ 

, his arms, or rebus, 14, 16; 

pi. No. 2, No. 7. 

- , his chantry chapel, now existing 

in W’ells Cathedral, built by William Bocat, 
his executor, 7,f 


Sugar, Hugh, notice of his life, 7.f 

Swan, Richard, precentor of W’ells, executor of 
Bishop Beckington, 7, 7,* 7.J 

, his arms, 14, 16; pi. No.2,No.7. 

T 

Terriers of the living of Great Chalfield, 
W’ilts, 35.« 

Tomb: an altar-tomb in the chantry chapel of 
Corsham Church, Wilts, to the memory of 
Thomas Tropenell, Esq. and his wife, the 
projector of the manor-house at Great Chal- 
field, W’ilts, 47, 48 ; pi. No. 54. 

: an altar-tomb, supposed to the memory 

of the widow of Henry Longe, Esq. of South 
W’raxhall, Wilts, in the church at South 
W’raxhall, 54. Woodcut. 

Tower, Vicars’ Close, W’ells, 18; pi. No. 13. 

Trevellyan, Sir John, of Nettlecombe Hall, 
Wiveliscombe, in the county of Somerset, 
his arms, 8, 8.* 

Tropenell, arms of, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48; 
pi. No. 32, No. 37, No. 39, No. 40, No. 51, 
No. 52, No. 54. 

, motto of, 31, 44, 48; pi. No. 45. 

No. 54. 

, pedigree of, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 

, Thomas, 26, 44, 46, 47, 48, 53, 

534 

■ , his motto, 31, 44, 48. 

, projector of tlie manor- 

house at Great Chalficld, Wills, 31. 

— - ■- — , his tomb in Corsham Church, 

Wilts, 47, 48 ; pi. No. 54. 

Trotman, Jocclinc. See Joe dine de Welle*. 

Trowbridge Castle, dispute about the constable- 
ship, formerly belonging to the manor of 
Great Chalfield, 24, 26. 

V 

Vicars choral attached to the choir of W’ells 
Cathedral, chantry priests so styled by 
Bishop Joccline dc Welles, first ordained 
by him, 1, !,• 
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Vicars choral, located in common by Walter 
de Hulle, subdean of Wells, 1334, 1. 

■ ■ — — - ■ , incorporated by Ralph of Shrews- 

bury, bishop of Wells, 1347 ; and a new 
college for their residence built by him, 2. 
————— , endowed with lands obtained by 
him from the feoffee* of Walter de Hulle, 
together with a yearly charge upon the vicar- 
age of Chew, 2. 

, further benefited by Bishop 
Beckington, 5; and his executors, 7. 

, constituted a body corporate 

and politic by Queen Elizabeth, 9; their 
numbers restricted by her to twenty, 11. 

, their dwellings described, 14 — 

16; and illustrated in pi. No. 2, No. 3, 
No. 4, No. 5, No. 6, No. 7. 

Vicars' Close at Wells, Somersetshire, historical 
account of the, 1 — 12. 

■ - ■ - I - — ■ ■■ , descrip- 

tion of twenty-six Plates illustrative of the, 
13—22, viz. 

I. »— general ground-plan, 13 ; pi. 
No. 1. 

II. — VI.* - — the vicars* dwellings, 14—16 ; 
pL No. 2—7. 

VII, — XI. the chapel and library, 

16— 18; pi. No. 8—12. 

XII, — XXV. the common-hall, entrance 

gateway, and the chain- 
gate, 18 — 22; pt. No. 
13—26. 


, statutes and or- 
dinances of, made by Ralph of Shrewsbury, 
bishop of Wells, 2 ; Appendix II. 

— — — , first founded by 


ditto, 2. 


lands by ditto, 2. 


endowed 


with 


— 1 , a yearly 

chargeon the vicarage of Chew, 2. 

11 1 , original design 

of, few trace* left of, 3. 


•, grants to, 4,4.* 


W 

Walter de Hulle, subdeau of Wells, 1334 ; arch- 
deacon of Bath, 1342; endowed the Vicars' 
Close with lands, 1. 

— , feoffees of, 2, 2.|| 

Warner, the Rev. Richard, rector of Great 
Chalfield, Wilts, 33, 36, 36. t 
Water-tables, 63; pi. No. 62. 

■ ..... of buttresses, at Biddeston, Wilts, 

71 ; pi. No. 76. 

■ Great Chalfield, 

43 ; pi. No. 40. 

Wells, the arms of the sec of, 9, 19 ; pi. 
No. 16. 

at the Vicars’ Close at Wells,. 13; 

pi. No. 1. 

Wicket in the door, Great Chalfield manor- 
house, Wilts, 39, 41 ; pi. No. 31. 

William of Wickham, patron of Beckington, 20. 
Window of the church of St. Peter at Biddeston, 
Wilts, 71 ; pi. No. 76. 

of the porch of the church of St. Peter, 

at Biddeston, 71 ; pi. No. 76. 

, square-headed, remains of one under 

corbelling of octagonal oriel window, Great 
Chalfield, Wilts, 42, 43 ; pi. No. 37. 

, west, of the church, Great Chalfield, 

Wilts, 46 ; pi. No. 50. 

of the drawing-room at South Wrax- 

hall, remarkable for its immense size, 64 ; 
pi No. 64, No. 71. 

of the bay of the hall at South Wrax- 

hall, Wilts, 64; pi. No. 66. 

Great Chalfield, Wilts, 42 ; pi. No. 36. 

— of the hall at South Wraxhall, Wilt*, 
64 ; pi. No. 67. 

Great Chalfield, Wilts, 41, 42; pi. 

No. 31, No. 36. 

Windows, of the original design of the Vicars' 
Close at Wells, three remaining, 3, 19, 20, 
21 ; pi. No. 15, No. 22, No. 23. 

— — — — • chapel of the Vicars' Close at 

Wells, coeval with the original design, 3, 
17; pi. No. 11. 


I 
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Windows of the vicars* dwellings at Wells, 14, 
15; pi. No. 2, No. 4, No. 5, No. 6. 

. library of the Vicars’ Close, 

Wells, 17; pi. No. 11. 

vicars' gallery over the chain- 

gate, Wells, 20 ; pi. No. 20. 

— — ' ■ ■ banqueting-hall at Great Chal- 

field, Wilts, 41, 42 ; pi. No. 31, No. 36. 

- - bays of ditto, 42 ; pi. No. 36. 

Worthington, Richard, unjustly and privily in> 
stalled precentor of Weils, by Hugh Sugar, 
the treasurer, but afterwards admitted, 7.f 
Wraxhall, South, Wilts, historical account of 
the manor-house, 49 — 61. 


Wraxhall, South, Wilts, description of seven- 
teen Plates illustrative of, 61-66; pi. No. 55 
—71, vis. 

I. perspective view, 61 ; pi. No. 55. 

11.— III. ground-plan, 61, 62; pi. No. 

56—57. 

IV. — V. first-floor plan, 62 ; pi. No. 58 

—59. 

VI. — IX. the entrance-gateway, 63 ; pi. 

No. 60—63. 

X. — XVI. the banqueting-hall, Sec. 64, 

65 ; pi. No. 64—70. 

XVII. i perspective view of the drawing- 
room, 65, 66; pi. No. 71. 


THE END. 


LONDON ! 

MtiMTiD ay aoru and barclat, castle street, Lxicxana aqiUDE. 
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